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.If ssociated PJ"{' H P ' 010 
Coast guardsmen have just secured ~ breeches buoy to the City of Flint, Pere Mar

qu ette Railway car ferry, at Ludington, Mich. The buoy was used to take off four passen
gers and ~ crew of forty-three tr~pped aboard when the ferry went aground during a 
severe I~ke storm. 

. \ dramatic r esclle illustrating 
how a breeches buoy stands between 
the crews of ships and their safety 
is told by eaman C. K . . \dam s. in 
a recent article in the ·HOFF~I.'\:\ 
IS!'.\):/) lOG. publi heel by mer
chant seam en enroll c1 in the . S. 
\lariti11le Training .'tation. directed 
hy the U . . Coast Guard. Adams 
dro\'e from :\T ew Y ork to Cleveland 
with hi - wi f e and was greeted by 
the worst storm that has hit the 
lakes in 27 veal" . Bv the time 
. \dams repo rted to the Commander . 
the air was full of OS messages 
i rom ship that were grouncl ing on 
the reefs and breaking in two. Re
call e . \da11l s had been in the Coast 
Cuard hd ore joining the :'Ierchant 
Service , he was familiar with pro
cedure and volunteered for cluty . 

For forty-h."o hom s he a nd a 
c(111lpanion brayed the raging ele
nll'nt s attempting to repair telephone 
lint's commllnicating wit h the light-

house at Detour. By their effo rt s 
they saved the li ves of the keeper of 
the beacon and of the crews of a 
number of vessel ... thus living up to 
the tradition of the Coa t Guard: 
" YOll have to go. but you don't haye 
to come hack." 

_ \dams moc1esth' cloes not clescribe 
his (1\\, n effo rts - hut pays tribute 
rather to Boatswain's Mate \\,ill iam 
C. Reynard and his mate who used 
a bre('r/z{'s buo,)' to rescue 19 mem
hers of the crew o f the 4.539 tOil 
Lakes st amer Silloloo which ran 
on to a reef at Sac Bay. near Fay
ette . Mi ch igan. during the same 
~lOrm : 

TlELP 1:\1 TH I ~ :\T IGHT 
"\\ 'i llial11 C. Reynard received in 

struct ions (0 go to the a id of (he 
Silloloa. He immediately loaded the 
:'I fe lburn light. spare axes. wate r 
li ght · and nt her eq uipment in tmck 
Xo. 1445 and with heach apparatus 
(ra il er Xo. 253fl aJ1d pu( out for the 



Rescued by a Breeches Buoy 
f'hvtn{/~:(I~h by JolII' .7. FlahCl"ly. Reprod",,'" 
1 rom (,/torr/sm e " of tile Coa.ft U

, COllrlesv 
J)t· /llllrday-Dora'l, Publishers. . 

heach. Arrived at 12 :30 A.M., es
corted by the Michigan State Police. 
They \\"ere compelled to cut a road 
through the 'wood . in order to brin o
I he equipment abreast 0 f the strand~ 
ed - teamer. .\t 1 :00 A.M. they 
completed the work and a place on 
lop of a 15 foot cliff was selected to 
,;et up the gear. The I yle gun was 
placed below the bluff on the beach. 
The gun was 'ighted at 30 degrees 
ele \"a ti on and abo llt 2 deo-rees rio-ht 
\\"inc1age. using six ot11lcesoof powder 
and a ~o. 9 shot line. Fired the gun 

and laid the shot line acro s 
the pilot hou e. It wa ' read ily 
re.achec1 by the crew on the 
S1IIaloo. and the whips hauled 
out. The haw 'er wa. rlln out 
and ecured to the forelllast. 
.\ ten tOll tractor, the property 
of the Conservation D epart_ 
ment, was used as an anchor 
The breechc. buoy wa. fitted 
and the slack in the hawser 
taken by means 0 f the tractor. 

('.\t 2:00 .'\.:'11. the first 
member of the cre\\" wa land
ed. About twenty local fi sher
men as 'istec1 in hauling on the 
whip . .. '\ s each man wa ta ken 
a 'hore he \\"a brought to a fire 
\\"hi ch had been built in the 
woods, a hort eli tance awa\" . 
H ere each man wa given h~t 
coffee and something to cat 
and then clri\"en to Garden, 
:'IIichigan, where dry clothes 
were issued to him. _ t 5 :00 
A.M. the last 'man ( 19 jn all) 
wa taken a hore. The gear 
wa recovered and Heynard 
and hi s helpers departed for 
hi s stat ion, arriving at 3:45 
P .:'11. A splendid exampl e of 
teamwork and courage." 

Editor's Note: This is only 
one of the many jnstances 
\\" here a breeches buoy is u!:>ed 
to save lives . In the :Merchan t 
l\Iarine School of the In st itute 
students are inst ructed in the 
use 0 f thi s method of transfer
ring people from a sinking 
hip. Thirty seamen and offic-

ers were rescued from the 
g rounded British freighter Illcemore 
which had broken up on the rocks of 
Port Menier Anticosti I land. The 
ship lay just forty feet from shore, 
but every inch of the way was 
crowded with jagged rock pounding 
surf and flying spray. In pite of 
fr.eezing cold, blinding snow, high 
w1l1ds and pitch darknes , the re cue 
of the crew was e ffected by using a 
br('{'ch(!s buo)'. 

By Robert Wilder* 

In Coenties Slip, just off outh street 
there is a narrow, red brick building. one 
of the everal inconspicuous structures 
which harken back to the days when the 
East Side water front was packed with 
clipper ships. 

We stopped in there to take a look a t 
a sea chest belong ing to I-I. 1 ... 1. William
son, editor of the publication "Fair 
\Yinds." ~rr. and ~Ir s. Williamson sort 
of hold open house in the old buildin g- for 
those whose inter ests incline toward the 
sea and its ship. If you pass that way 
we suggest you stop in. The building
was once occupied by a ship chandler, 
one of the Aoors was a sail loft and the 
top Aoor is low and heavy heamed and 
with a wha le o il finish on the planking. 
\\'illiamson's chest belonged to his father, 
an old sea captain, and is built s li g-htly 
smaller at the top than at the bottom, 
a de ign which we understand is peculiar 
to the Xorwcgian s. 

Along with a cup of coffee from the 
\\' illiamson gallery and some conversa
tion we picked up a few notes on sea 
chests which intel'ested us. 

Seamen 's Kit 

Some of the earliest chests came [rol11 
the old East Indiamen, most of them 
fa shioned from teak and camphorwood. 
The Sro lllclI 'S Chllrch IlIslillll e has a 
handsome exampl e in mahogany. hrass 
bound and pegged, which was left there 
twenty years ago by some unkno\\'n sailor 
who never returned for it. \Ve al so di s, 
cO\'ercd that in the early days the Dutch 
Ea t India Company insisted I1 pon a 
uniform size and design. 

A t a later date the chest were a great 
feature in British foreca . tI cs, en'ry repu
table seaman possessing one. One comes 
across \'ar ious sayings on this point -
"Every sailor has his own chest and the 
~ou '-Spainer hi s bag," was one: another 
was that the old reliables had chests, the 
YOlln g-sters and . callY\\'ag-s, bags. Bags 

/l 1~C;'Jlrinl(~d f!"(J1ll The ~(W York Sun. 

were admittedly very much handier for 
deserting, and a treasured chest would 
often keep a man loyal to his articles in 
a port where de ertion was more or les. 
preventable. Often these were very elabo
rate, indeed. brass-bound and made of 
ceda rwood, but the average was a good 
sound chest of which the standard price 
was abollt a pound. Very often the ship's 
carpenter would invest all the money he 
had to spare, when the ship was in a 
timber port, in good wood whi ch he made 
up into chests on the way home and sold 
to the men as they paid off and before 
they had been relieved of e\'ery penny by 
the harpi es ashore. If the re wcre any 
left on hi s hands he could alway" find a 
market for them among the dealers in 
the dockside districts, who sold them for 
quite a stiff price to th e fathers of lads 
going to sea for the first time ;h appren
tices. 

\\' riting of the deco ration:, of sea 
chests, Frank Bowen, in the Journal of 
Commerce and Shipping T elegraph, of 
Li\'erpool, added the fol lo wing: 

"~rany sai lors, howeve r. chose to deco
rate their chests with intricate geometrical 
designs of contrasting colors. and one oc
casionally comes ac ro. s a ches t extraor
dinarily well clone in that \\·a\·. alt hough 
the maj ority are anything bnt symmetri
cal. In \\·tdi , h ships the almo. t im'ari
abl e fashi on, origina ting nobody knew 
how. was to paint the pine ches ts green 
\\'ith black lids. In French hips the 
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great thing was to ha,'e a lace-fringed 
cover to the che,t. generally the work of 
a lo,'cd one ashore, and although French 
forecastles were not noted for their 
cleanliness, and ,,'ater was always hard 
to get for washing purpose, it was won
derful how clean these covers were kept, 

"A nother form of adornment was really 
beautiful rope work on the becket handl es 
and hackl es of the chests, The fancy 
knots contrived for thi s purpose were 
often wonderful , and it was rea lly excel
Icnt practicc for the fir st voyager, but it 
is to be feared that. after trying his pren
tice hand half a dozen times with poor 
resu lts, he would generally get one of 
the old hands to make a really good job 
of it for a cake of tobacco," 

Years ago. aboard a flat boat moored 

IT was announced o n 27th Decem
ber that , \\'ith the approval of the 

Admiralty and the Mini stry of 

Shipping. the C011lmittee of Lloyd's 
had decided to strike a new medal. 
to be kn own as "Ll yd's \Yar M edal 
for Bra\'ery at Sea," for bestowal 
upon Officers ancl men o f the 'Mer
chant Xavy and Fi 'hing Fl eet in 
case - of exceptional gallantry at sea 
in time 0 f war. 

\\ ' e announce bela \\" the a \\'ard 
o f the new medal to . amongst 
other:;, :'.Iasters and Officers of the 
M erchant ?\avy, The record s of 
the deeds which have earned the 
di stinction are not les Illo\'ing for 

their bre\'ity . These are men who 
have clone well for their country. 
The 01 portunity found them ready. 
and their example i ' one to he fol
lowed by eve ry one a f us to the 
exte11t that occasion may demand 
and our strength all 0 \\' . 

in the alt marsh.., of Flor ida \ Ea,t 
Coa, t, we saw a really remarkabl e ex_ 
ample of sea chest, des igned and huilt 
hy \\'hose hanel wc could ncver di .cover 
but its owner at the time ne"Cr c~as~(i 
to delight in showing' it off. 

A ffixed to the inside of the lid \\a, 
an old pi stol. the trigger mechani sm de
signed to work when the chest was opened 
unless a catch at the back was released, 
As an additi onal protection. just ill case 
the gun didn 't fire, a long. slim-bladed 
knife shot out just below th e lock, Thi, 
was calculated to inflict a dandy gash in 
any prowl er. Both the pistol and knife 
were ru t eaten and had long s ince lost 
their usefulness. but we have alway. 
wondered what happened to the man who 
fir st tri ed to open the che. t, 

The First Awards 
Captain R owland :'.Ion-i s \\'oolien

den. Ia ter 
V ere Patrick \Yil1 s-Ru t. 

Second Officer 
The ship was returning to Eng

land from Ostend fully laden wi th 

over 200 passengers, including sam !.: 
50 women and some children. H er 
speed was not 1110re than eight 
knots and she carried one Lewi~ 

gun. At 1 :15 a.m. an enel1l\' .ub
marine fired two torpedoes which 
narrowly missed the zig-zaggin g' 

\'esse!. but 20 minutes later the 
second o f two furth er torpedoes hit 
her amidships. and she broke in tW I) 
and 'ank within a minute. The 
Second Officer, who was 011 the 
hridge. wa carried down with the 
ship. but on striking the hot tom 
she heeled over and shi freel the 
wreckage \\'hich wa ' pinning hi m 
down. and he came to the surface. 

·Rcprintl'u fn)lll ~1('rchal1t X a\'y ] llu rllal. )1 (lY 19-11, 
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The C-hoat by thi s time had a 
"earchlight trained on the '; l11'\'i\' or ' 
ill the water and \\'a~ 111a hin e
,,'unning thcm. :'.Ia ll\· were kill ed . 
~lclt1di;l g the Chief Officer. Thc 
:.\ I a~tcr and Sccot1d Office r. who 
had r ellla i ned und i Sllla yed by re
peated attacks from the air whilst 
at (,.;tend and on the \\'ay hack, 
had shown great ('()urage and ~pirit 

in attacking the suhma rine. and dur
ing the s ix hol11's they were in the 
water hefore heing picked up did 
their utm ost to cheer a nd ,.;uppnrt 
the ie\\' survi\'or s who rcmaincd 

afl oal. 
The following is a de,;cripti oll of 

the design of the new medal :-Ob
,;cnT.- , \ heroic figur sy mboli si ng 
couragc and en durance is seated 
lo() king out over the sea , on which 
is seen in the di,;tance a \'e,;:el of 

BURIAL AT SEA 
"bol o bJ' .lI(llr A, Co,lcllo 

S, S. l.a -'1 0 111 [)lIpa lll 

the :\l erc<l ntil . :.\larinl'. 1n hi ' ri ght 
hand the figure hole],; a wreath. The 
in scripti on is:-

"Awarded by Lloyd's" 

H. everse.-, \ tricl nt. symholi sing 
:ea power. is surrol1nded by an end 
less \Heat h of oak leayes and 
acorn,.; . O n a ribhon acro: the 
cen trc of the design is the single 
worcl :-

"Bravery" 

EoITOII'S on: : C"pta in Woolfen· 
den who re('civeJ the fin;! meJ,,1 
strlll·k off. useJ to visi t the In stitute 
frequently in 1923, when he wa ' a 
third officer and allended the llanre 
in the Apprenti ces' Room. Vere 
Patrick Will s-Ru st. the Serond Olfi e· 
er. visited the Institut e's Appren. 
ti('e ~' Room in 1926 wh ell l1e was a 
l'adet on the trainin g ship Malwllfl . 

( T il ilL' of "Rollillg 110111/''') 

Pipe all hands to chant thc chorus 

Thc sands of time are running luw 

The One a loft has ca ll ed our sh ipmate 

T o his long, lnng ,,'atch bclo\\'-

Chorlls 

Rollin g- h0111e. rolling home. 

Rolling home \\'here cold wimL bl ow, 

The storms of life will soon be m'er 

. 11(1 \\'c'll join the ,,'atch below. 

*Sllng at "Buria l of th e Sea" Sen'icc. C0111 mi.ting hody to th e deep, on full-rigged 

,hip " ,\iexandcr Gibson", as reported by Captai n Harry Garfil'ld, 
5 



All work and no play makes 
a sailor's li fe dull as dishwater. 
E"en man does his job better 
jf h~ has pleasant ~elaxation 
and di\'erting entertainment 
wh n off duty. As the defense 
program hift into high gear. 
we hear more and more talk 
about the MORALE of the 
men of the Army, Navy. Coa t 
Guard and Merchant Marine 
and their leisure-time activitie . 

A always. the Institute is 
doing it. utmost to pro\' ide am
ple and whole, ome recreation 
for all seamen of the Merchant 
marine. It also cooperate with 
the 1]. S. Goyernment by hous
ing fr0111 time to time members 
of the U . . Coast Guard and 
U. S .. -\ rmy Corps. The morale 
of these men must be main
tained. Contributions are re
CJuired to assure the continu
ance of the Institute's enter
tainment program. 

For example. the large recre
ation room on the third floor 

The Officers' 

which extends from Coentic, 
Slip, across the Front Street 
,ide of the building, has been 
for some time in great need of 
repaIr. During the summer 
months some imprO\'emeJlt~ 
such as partitions. painting, 
plastering, etc. are being made. 
This room has had long and 
constant use ince the Annex 
building was opened in 1927. It 
really needs complete reftI rni .~h' 
ing so that it will meet the hIgh 
standards set in the British. 
Belgian and Dutch recreation 
rooms which are finan ced hy 
. hipping c011lmittees and " OIUll' 

teers from tho e countries. T]ll' 

Institute'. large game. r?o~;; 
contains pool tables. bl ll Ja1 ]c 
tables. bowling alleys. ta~ 
(tames such as checkers. Clle~ · i 
i)inochle, jig saw puzzles. ~~:. 
other games such as (jUDI ~ 
darts. shuffle board. ping pOll:- ' 

will cost $750.00 to reno\'ate 
room . (T t . er\'es thousands 
eamcn of \LL nationali

. !\fast of the men who u e 
are Americans.) \Vil1 any 
titl1te friend donate this 
Ol1nt or \\'i11 se\'eral f ri ends 
ke a ioint contribution for 
. puq)ose? 
We ha,~e also a ne\\ recrea
n sl1pcn'isor's office built in 
new location at the center of 
e room so as to sen 'e the sea
n better. Here they come to 
the efluipment for the vari
games. lea \'ing their room 
t. as a deposit. No cash 

j)(). it is required, but the men 
e 1l1ost conscientious about 
turni ng the cards. checkers, 
lIiard balls. etc. when they 
\'c finished playing. The co t 

rebuilding this office and 
creation desk is $350.00. It 
Otllcl be a most appropriate 

'Ie 10 ~ 
For further information "'o Of 'v. Harold H. Kelley, D.O. 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTI TU T~ __ L---==U1 Street. New York N. Y. 

and practical memorial if .ome 
LOOKOUT reader would like 
to gi\'e it in memory of some 
relati\'e or friend. Or perhaps 
some club or church group 
would like to g i\'e it as a mem
orial and lasting tribute to some 
sea hero-for example, Captain 
E. S. F. Fegen of the converted 
merchantman .T c1''L,is Bay who, 
with one a rm almost shot away, 
stood on the bridge as his sh ip 
\\'ent down, her guns blazing 
a\\'ay at the Nazi man-of-war 
which had attacked the com·oy. 
Hi heroic self-sacrifice per
mitted 38 of the merchantmen 
in the convoy to scatter , all but 
four reaching port safely with 
"ital supplies fo r England. A 
bronze tablet, suitably 111-

scribed, \\'ould be mounted onr 
the door to the recreation office. 

The officers' room, gi"en as 
a memorial in 1913, has been 
renovated and refurnished at 
a cost of $600. 



t1JL UmwJlll1fu1 OIJ.IJflfIlL 
By Kermit W. Salyer, A. B. Seaman 

ABELGL\X freighter put into \\"hen he arrived back in Li \'Lr
;\e\\" York harbor a littl e while pool. everything \\'as very quiet. l l ~ 

ago after having callcel at various hegan wondering where all the e er
port: in the British Isle:, man raider s were, He had hecn in 

. \ mcmber oi the crew said that the British Isle: for nearly a weck 
it was an une\'entiul voyage and and he had 110t een no e or tail oj 

then proceeded to relate a string of an enemy plane. 
adventures that branded the voyage He didn't have Ion,!?; to \\'ait he
as anything hut uneventful. 1 f that fore he 'aw bomber~. and plenty I)i 
voyage was an une\'ent iul one, I them at that. 
need to he enlightened as to ju:t 
\\'hat constitutes a \'oyage that is 
fraught with danger and adventure. 

Jll st his telling abollt what hap
pened \\'as enough til make onc's 
hair curl. 

The ship lay at anchor olT Staten 
I ' land for five clays before she 
sailed for Belfast some months ago. 

O n the trip eastward they :iighted 
two ships. X ot kn owing whether 
they \\'ere friend or i oe, the kipper 
of the Belgian ship changed his 
cour e _ harply and went full speed 
ahead in the opposite direction , The 
other ships. thinking that probably 
the Belgian \\'as an enelllY vessel. 
did the same thing. Soon they 
were out of ight of each other, 

It is hard to tell fri end or foe 
011 the high seas and the best thing 
to do is to turn tail at the slightest 
smudge on the horizon, 

Upon arri\'ing at Belfa t. some
one in the hlack gang who knew that 
the Chief Engineer was smuggling 
cigarettes in from the 'nited States 
turned hilll in to the authorities. 
The chief was fined twent\'-five 
pouncls and had to pay eighteen 
pound: duty on the contraband. 

The Chief \\'as someth ing 0 i a 
slave-d river amI practically every
one in the Engin department had a 
grudge against him. N eec1less to 
say, he left the ship in Belfast. 

A fter discharging part of the 
cargo in Bel ia t. the ship went over 
to Li\·erpool. \\,hilc the ve, sel was 
in Liverpool. m)' correspondent 
\\'ent down to London for a short 
\'isit \\' ith some friend;;. H e said 
that there was not a ~ingle air raid 
alarm \\'hil e h~ was in the Capital. 

Glasgow was the next port of call. 
The\' arrived there a da\' after an 
air ;'aid and the populace was ~t ill 
cleaning up the debris , .\t Cla ;;
go\\' 6.000 bags 0 f mil il were dis
charged. . \nel not more than tW I) 
or three hours aiter the mail harl 
been deposited in the post officl, 
one of the bags exploded . It clln
tain ecl a time homb and the ship had 
) ('en carting it around - acruss the 
.\tlantic and in and out of Briti sh 
ports-for more than thirty day ~. 
. \ pparently the person \\'ho placed 
it aboard the sh ip had expected it 
to explode in mid-ocean and sink 
the ship. 

,4.nc! m)' friend aboard the ship 
told me that it had been an une\'ent
f ul \'oyage! 

Because of strict cen 'orship the 
ship's cre\\' couldn't find out just 
hO\\' much damage hac! been clone hy 
the explosion in the post office, 

They returned to Belfast. their 
last cail before coming back to ;\ c\\ 
York. Xot long aiter they had 
docked the ship a wave of German 
bomhers came over and began drop
ping huge explosive and fire bombs 
indiscriminately. !\II the sh ips in the 
harbor began firing their anti-air 
craft guns, but in all the excitemen t 
the men on the Belgian ship 1l1U ' t 
have become a little mixed up, for as 
soon as the raid \\'a over an Eng
lish officer came aboard and ba\\'lec1 
them out for firing on English planes. 

Tn the raid the German. had fired 
a margarine factory and a ship-yard. 
,\ nd a bomb landed sqlla reI y on a 
tug in the harbor. killing the entire 
crew. One () f t he office rs on the 

tug was a very good f ri end u f the 
second mate of the Belgian ship. 

. \ fi re bomb fell on t he deck 0 f 
the ship. but the third mate, with 

ALEG.\L case arising out of the 
heroic action of the S.S. Jrr'Uis 

Ha.v whicli. as everybody will recall , 
protected last year 'ucces ,fully a 
Briti 'h conyoy of 38 ships against 
a German raider , was tried before 
the British courts. The question 
was \\'hether the crew of one of 
the convo\Oed vessels. the ,S. Sail 
nrll/rlrio: wa ' entitl ecl to salva fe 
with respcct to their own ves el. 
The judgment of :'1r. Justice Lang
ton gives a very vivid picture of the 
case. which is CJuoted. not only on 
account of its legal and factual back
ground . but particularly in vie\\' of 
the tribute which the English court 
paid in the judgmcnt to an 
. \ merican seaman. 

:'1r. Ju tice Langton in givinO' 
juclgment aid: 

"It i- no\\' part of Engli h history 
that on X ov. 5, 1940, the convo\, 
in charge of the British auxiliar)' 
crui ' er J er'Uis Ba" was attacked h\· 
a heavily armored and powerft;1 
German war hip in the Atlantic. 
\\'ith magnificent courage and self
sacrifice the unarmed J rlTis Ba'1' 

immec1 iateh' turned toward tIle 
raicler. tlnis drawing her fire and 
gi\'ing her con\'o)' the best possible 
chance of escape. 

"The plaintiffs in the present case 
have testified here not on l\' to the 
single-minded devoti on to (luty ex
hibited 1)\· the Jervis Ba\,. but, also. 
to the pr~ctical \'alue or' her action. 
In the gathering dusk e\'ery moment 
that could be gained was immensely 
precious to the scattering COl1\'oy. 
and it is not in douht that the delay 
,0 clearly purcha. ed was also ri chl)' 
rewarded. The Sail lJellletrio had 
been one of the first line of trader 
in the convo\,. ancl. when the raider 
was ahle to turn her attention a\\,a\' 

his \\'it s ahout him. grahhc:cl the 
cluse:it thing at hand-a slippc:r
and beat it out beiore it could clo 
any damage. 

from the Jrrvis Ba\', was one of the 
first to feel the' weight of her 
attack. She was hit 1)\, the third 
salvo directecl at her al;d holed 011 
the port bow just abc)\'e the \\'ater
line. The Sail Delllrlrio. which is a 
tanker of 8.000 tOilS gross, fitted 
with Diesel engines, was fully 
loaded at the time with a cargo of 
11.200 tons of petrol. She \\'a 
obv iously an easy prey to the raider. 
\\'ho had already got her range. in 
addition to possessing a great supe
riority in speed, ,-\ccordingly. her 
master. Captain \\'aite. very proper
h' ga\'e the oreler to abandon ship. 
and the ship 's company of 42 hands 
all tolel left the vessel in three Ii ie
hoats. 

. . . ,. One 0 f the men on hoard 
who was 110t a 13ritisher. an .\mer
ican able sea1l1an Oswald Preston. is 
reported on in these ter1l1s: 

,. 'This man sign d on in Hali fax 
as a Xova Scotian . but is actually 
an .-\merican \\'ho wanted to get to 
'C. K . to join one of the fighting 
forces. From the date o f joining 
until the moment the raider \\'as 
sighted he sho\\'ed a marked dis
inclination for work. hut from then 
on he came out in hi s t rue color;; 
and was simply magnificent. He 
kept up the spirits of all in the hoat 
with merry quip and jest and did 
the work of two men. He threw in 
hi s \\'eight with those wh n were in 
favor of hoarding the \'e,.; el again 
on the second cla\' after leaving her 
and was one of the fir:-t two 0 11 

hoarcl' It was he who went o\'e r 
the si de again \\'ith a line round him 
and enclea\'Ored to ' ecure the Ii fe
huat. which \\'a full 0 f water. He 
was one of the first to get on the 
main deck anc! plug holes in the 
clecks in \Va\' of gasoline cargo 
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tank to prevent the pirit pewing 
out eYery time vessel rolled . Decks 
were awa. h when this work wa 
carried out and the shot hole plug
gers were constantly under water 
and had to be secured by Ii felines. 
No finer tribute can be paid to this 
man than the unanimous request 
made by all on board that the Red 
Ensign which the vessel was flying 
all through the action and until she 
arrived in port should be presented 
to their American shipmate.' 

"I dwell with pleasure upon this 
incident, for I am sure that seaman 
Oswald Preston is of a quality to 
treasure this bit of bunting, the 
only flag which remained on board 
the San Dl'111 l' frio . He will remem
ber. as we in England will remem
ber, that it was flying at the mast
head of the Sail De11ll'/rio whcn she 
first met her troubles. that it re
mained flying through the worst of 
her misfortunes. and that it still 
fl ew when at long last. on ;..J ov. 16, 
hell-torn and fire- scarred. but un

defeated. she came steaming up the 
sheltered waters 0 f the Clyde. 

"Thi - class of salvagc is, neces_ 
sa rily, of a rare character. It i 
not o ften that seamen are called 
upon to salve their own vessel. The 
law on the matter was laid down 
with grcat strictne s as long ago as 
the time o f Dr. Lushington. and the 
law i not in doubt. Four requi ites 
laic! down by Dr. Lushington have 
to be fulfilled before seamen can be 
allowed to claim salvage in re. lX'ct 
of their own vessel. The chief of 
the e requi sites is that the ship was 
properly abandoned under the 
orders of her master. In the pres
ent case there has never heen the 
slightest hadow of douht that all 
four requi ites have been adequately 
fulfilled. The abandonment of this 
shi p " 'as not onl y a wi e and proper 
act , it was the only possihle course 
that could have been adoptecl hy 
her master . ~fo reove r. it is clear 
that at the timc when the yes sci was 
ahandoned no one had hac! the 
lightest hope o f returning to her : 

in fact. no one had the smallest ex
pectation of ever seeing her again. " 

(Rc/>r illtcd /1'0111 th e Na lltica l Ca::cll c) 

$alof1.fJ1L 
X ot the cncounter of navies in battle array-
The roar of the salvoes-the smoke-wrack that darken s I he c1ay

But a mined ship with her forepeak full 
Off the Foreland, wanting towing .. . 

Xot the whitc Aamc of the earchlight. , the red glare between 
The heaven- plitting thunder and roar o f the struck 1l1agazlnc

But a fog rOlling LIp Channel as white as \\'00 1. 

And neyer a light showing . . . 
Xot thc fi erce dash of destroyers-the bow-wave like snOI\'
The track of the headl ong torpedo launched swift on the ioe

But a ship aground off the Long Sand light, 
.\nd a hell of a gale blowing . .. 

Xot the stern ,plendour of battle, the glory. the fame. 
X ot the awarding of honours, the nation' s acclaim, 

But a crew and a cargo to take off by night, 
And the light fast going ... 

(But ol1ly the duty and deed-who c reward I S In no man' s bestowing! ) 
HI' C. f" ox S :lUTIf 

From "Sailor T(l\\'J1" 
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CABLE 
Fi,'c Irish seamen camc to the ocial 

Service De,;k to inquirc about cable rates 
to B"I ia . t. They had r ad of the bomb
ings and wcre concerned about the wel
fare oi their families. One sa ilor pawned 
his "'atch and another his ring to obtain 
suffici"11\ iunc1 s to permit sending cables 
home. 
\\'IFE \\':\ ).1TED ... 

. \ s~aman asked one of thc welfarc 
worker, to find him a good wife. lIe 
would like the wedding to take place in 
September in the In sti tute's chapel, as 
by that timc he will ha"e cleared off all 
hi debts. He has a steady job and no 
bad habi ts. he says. 

" 'IIEEL CIIA IRS . 
Four seamen came in wheel chairs to 

the Sunda,· communion sen'ice conducted 
bv one oi ' the Institute's chaplains in the 
)'l:arinc Ho ' pital on E lli s I land. The 
mother oi one sailor who had a rri ved 
from a long di tance to visit her son, 
shared in the communion with her on 
who wa:' in a wheel chair. 

HmfECO)'fIKG ... 
.\ six teen-year old lad wa brought to 

the ,,'cliare Department by a local barge
man. IIe had been helping the boy out 
,,·ith foud and permitting him to sleep on 
the barge until the owner stopped thi s 
because ~ oi thc liability insurance. It is 
impo. sible ior the youngster to get work 
aboard a ship becausc of hi s age and 
necessarv birth certificate. After a long 
talk with him, he was persuaded to re
turn home and to fini h high school. 
There "'a no family trouble to himJer 
hi s return and when hi s busfare and 
money ior meal s were provided he 
seemed fully reconciled and anxious to 
go home. 

THRIFT .. . 
Onc of the Institute's ship-visitors re

ported how the second mate of an Ameri
can ship had said jokingly to him: "If 
YOU loan mc a dollar I will start a say
ing account." Not to be stumped, the 
ship-"isilOr took him up on it. It now 
eems that he only needed a start, for 

since that time he has put a substantial 
part of his savings into the bank after 
each trip. After he had accumulated 
quite a >um, the ship-vi sitor suggested 
that he try to get hi s fir t mate's licen e. 
H e started studying in the Institute's 
).[arine School and completed the course 
and \\'as successful in getting hi s license 
and a good job. At the fir t payoff he 
, ('nt $100. to hi father. He a1.o bought 
a sex tant. 

I 

Harold .11. 1-"",/",rl Piloto 
Heaving the Lead. 

CAPETOW T, June 18 (AP) .-In one 
respect, at !cast , 0 car Ohlsen felt he 
was the luckiest man in the world today . 

His father was killed when the )Jor
wegian ship on which he was serving was 
di\·e-bombed. Hi s brother on the same 
ship lost hi s legs and an arm. His two 
sister s. nur cs, escaped death when their 
hospital ship was bombed but werc killcd 
by Nazi machine-gun bullets as they were 
hiding in an island ca,·c. Hi ' mother 
was killed in an air raid. 

Ohlsen him elf wa blinded when his 
tanker was attacked in the Persian Gulf. 
But he thinks the Ohlsen bad luck has 
ended because the tanker went on without 
him and then was sunk in the Atlantic
and today Ohl en married the Capctown 
nurse who took care of him. 

II 



tB1J1JiL tlU21Ji1l.w,J .. 
W HAT THE C ITIZEN SHOULD KNOW 

ABOUT THE NAVY 
By H anso n W . Ba ld win 

11". 11". X or/o il a ll d Co .. lll C., $2.00 
The author , as a g raduate of A nnapo

li s. is uni quely fittt:d to inform the public 
o f the my, tcr ious inner wurkings of the 
L" ni ted States );a \·y. the most powerful 
sea-fo rce in the \\'orl d today. 

H ere is a \'olume that in terprets sca
power in terms of what it means to every 
per. on enj oy in g" the security that ex ists 
back of tha t fi r st line of defense, the 
1\a\'y . 

From men and o n'ice r s un to the va ri 
ous types of vessel s making up the Acct. 
the author takes each component pa rt to 
pieces and tell s how it \\'or ks and why 
and for whuse good. 

T he book is UJl tu dak , conta inin g 
pages on the newest units of our Aect
shi ps of the North Carolina class . 

The author outlines the variou g rades, 
from A pprentice Seaman on UJl to J\d
mira!. g iving the tra ining . va rioll s insig
nia . pay a nd pri vileges uf each g rade and 
ra nk . 

H e constructs the va rious \'esse ls, from 
I'aw material to laun ching . A nd , inciden
ta lly, he informs the public that a ba tt le
ship cos ting seventy m illion dolla r s con
tain s raw mate r ia l costing onl y ten mi l
li ons. H e informs the ta xpayer that 40% 
of the cost o f a ba ttl eship goes to labor 
hecause the A mer ican standard of li vin6 
is the highes t in the world . 

X a t the least interesting pa rts o f an 
extremely interesting book are the Glos-
a ry of Na\'a l T erm s and the tabl es 

, howing the g rowth of the U. S. \'avy 
ami the strength of the 1\avy as com
pared with the nav ies of six other ma jor 
powers. The latter tabl e is correct, as 
o f J anuary 194 1. 

In the. e troubl ous times thi s book 
should be on the refe rence shelf of e\" er y 
libra ry throughout the land. . 

K. \ \T. S ,\LVER, A. B. Seaman 
CRUISING IS FUN 

By Bra nd t A ymar 
(;recllbl!l"{j. $2 .50 

Skipper Ayma r is a boat o\\'ne r and 
knows wh at he is writin g- about \\'h en 
he says crui sing i fun. In thi s \"olume 
he docs a two-fold job. H e has w ritten 
a book tha t is enterta ining r eading in 
itself a lone and he has constructed a 
handbook that is chock-full of reliable 
information for the yachtsman. 

H is sprightly mann('r makes the book 
a j oy to r-eacl. And the informati on h e 
g- i\'es is not the ste reotyped materia l 
that one mi g-ht expect to find in a hand
book of this type. In stead . it is the g ist 
of va ried cruising" ex peri ences which have 
fa ll en the lot of Author Ayma r in hi s 
pokin g" ahout th e \"a ri()li s indcnta t ions o f 
the Atl antic Coa. t. 

Crui sing" is FUll is just th ~ b()uk the 
~'ac ht ,man has been waiting for . It is 
not only a g llide fo r the expcr i ~ nc~d boat 
owner , but a lso a book that makes the 
un initiated wonde r why they ha \"e bCt:11 
living ashore a ll their li\·c5. 

If you want to know how tll ca re fur 
y()ur boat in the off season so tha t it will 
care f r you the remainder of the year 
j ust read Crui sing is F un. ' 

The book is doubly va luable because 
of its many photograph" charts. dia
g rams and d ra\\·ings. 

Cruising i: F un tell s the boat o\\'nl'f 
how to do e\'ery th ing from pai nt ing to 
piloting, from caulk in g" to cookin g" : in 
fact, it is the "a ll out" book for the boat 
oWller. 

K.\'-.S. 

The popu lar radi o colu1ll n ist of 
(he X ew Y ork D aily :\Iirror, :\ick 
K enny, macl e hi . annual journey til 
" 25 South (reet" ancl hrought wi th 
him a galaxy 0 f radi o tars to cnter
tain the seamen in the Tnst itute's 
A uditoriulll . Our recreation di n 'c
tor. Treyor M . Barl ow, a r ranged the 
party and accord ing to Mrs. J anet 
H. oper , house mother , it \\'a s an Ol1t
stand i1lg event in In stitl1te hi story. 
Cha rles Kenny , brother o f :\ick. 
presided as master o f ceremoni es. 
There were sing ing , dancing . clari
net , and other specialti es. T he ca
men applauded most for a 12-year 
old boy who played the tap dr ulll 
with vigor and kil l. and fo r a fi ve
"ear old girl. eire sed like a Dutch 
doll. who sang and da nced . rd r s. 
H.oper r eported that the crO\\"Cl of 
500 seamen enj oyed sing ing " L et's 
Go D OWJl in the Cell a r" and " Arc 
' Ye D O\\'nheartec1 ?" 1IaIl\' B ritish 
seamen who a ttended shOllt ed lu st
ily: ""\'0 !" The gra nd final e of the 
evening occmred when one of the 
entertainer s danced a n old- fa~hi oned 
waltz with l\Irs . R oper , whil e the 
seamen delightedly watched . E ach 
yea r Ki ck K enny bring~ hi s radio 
"gang" to th e In stit u te . H e \\'en! til 
sea for a number o f years . .-er vin g" 
in both th e merchant I{la rin e and the 
Navy. H e has written, with his 
hrother, many popu lar .ongs, the 
hest kn o\\·n o f which is " R ain how 
in the Sky ." 

In the 12th Century 
castle-slmped turrets 
were plaCl'c.l i orwarc.l 
and aft un ;\orlll<ln 
~hips, From the pro
tection I) f such ele
\'<tted nuval IJlt Ick
house :\' Ilrlllan arch
l'r" raked the o]>en 
clecks of enemy ships 
with flight · 0 [ alTCI\\"s. 
These sea-going castle,. 
~tem111ecl fro1ll 1 he 
ll"nablc wl)oden (OW

l'r. c011lml1nly used In 
land forces {n besieg
ing wallecl towns. . \s 
~hip dl'::.igns changc(l . 
the w()rcl "aftercastl ··" 
c"cn tuall y disappcarcd fro111 the 
1exicun 1;[ the sea . Huwever, "iore
castle" - universally 'Iwrtened to 
"io'c's' l" - su n'ives tuclav as that 
part of the vesse l where the sh ip's 
crl'W is qua r te red, llsnally p laced 

Crew in a Moder n Fo 'c 's' le 
"holo IIv ['ulml'r jJiclurl'.f 

Court/'s\·, .'I,-CrUIII iirid:stllI, /111-, uud 
Sta1ltlu,:J Oil emul'll,,)' of -"l'~~' .II r.\/'y 

IJefure the mai nmast. The sanitary 
and C(J1ll for table crcw\ quarte r s I)n 
1l1odern merchant marine Vl' ·sl'ls an: 
a fa r cn from the cramped , often 
li lt hy hul es uf even fl fty years ago. 

SERVICES RENDERED TO MERCHANT SEAMEN 

138,003 
46,239 

364,607 
109,642 

13,699 
7,192 

18,907 
152 

44,020 

4,712 
33,377 

2,426 
1,621 
1,709 
1,277 
6 ,939 
1,243 
8 ,261 

JANUARY I - JULY I, 1941 
I.udgings (includ inU" re li ef Ilt:(b). 
[liece!) of Baggage handled. 
Sales at Luncheonette an rl Re.taurant. 
Sales at Xews 'tand. 
Call ' at Laundry , Barber and Tai lor Shops. 
Tntal attendance at 361 Religious Services at Institute, 

G. S. :'Ilarine Hospitals and Il offlllan Island. 
Slicial Service Interviews. 
:\li~sing ."ea11l('Jl located. 
Tota l ,;ttenc1ance at 137 Entertainments, stich a~ :'I ]en'ies, 

Cllncert:;, Lecture and'- port . 
Rdicf I .()ans to 2,081 indi\'idual Seallll·n . 
:\ragazine~ distrihl1tl'd . 
Pieces of Clothing and 892 Knitted . \rtides cli~lrib\1(ecl. 
Treatment' in Clinics. 
\ Tisils at . \]Jprcntices' Room. . 
\ ' i ' its tu Ships hy Institut(' I{eprest'ntatl\'cs, 
I )('pl);;ib 0 f Sea111en \ l ~ aJ'1li1lg" in I~anks. 
Jill h seClll"l'cl for Seaml'n. 
\It('1ldancc u[ Seamell ]~l'ad('rs ill Conrad I.ihrary; 

1,797 13c,oks di~trilillteci. 
5,120 Total .\t(endance (If Cadeb and Sealllell at 569 Lectures 

in :\ lerchant ;\1arinc SclHlol ; 1,012 new students 
l'n rollc(1. 

7,523 ] nCCl1l1ing Tckphulle Cal ls fur Scanwn, 
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