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].0 Jk, C1lJllJJ .of- Jk, 

]l1Ai1:ala.: 
On leaving this hospitable country 

where the cream is excellent and the 
milk of human kindness apparently never 
ceases to flow, I a sume an ancient mar­
iner's privilege of sending to the Owners 
and the Ship's company of the Tnsila/a 
my brotherly good wishes for fair winds 
and clear kies on all their voyages. 
And may they be many! 

And I would recommend to them to 
watch the weather, to keep the halliards 
clear for runnillg, to remember that "any 
fool can carryon but only the wise man 
know how to shorten sa il in time" ... 
and so on, in the manner of ancient mar­
iners all the world over. But the vital 
truth of sea-life is to be found in the 
ancicnt ~aying that it is "the tout hearts 
that make the. hip safe." 

Having been brought up on it I pass it 
on to thcm in all confidence and affection . 

fjJJMp1L CJJIl.Iu«l 

Tusitala - Writer of Tales (See Page 4) 
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Rostrum and Lutine Bell at Lloyd's 

E\'ERY one whose business con­
nects him with the insurance 

of ships and cargoes at sea has heard 
of the famous Lutille bell that hangs 
in the underwriting room at Lloyd's 
in London and tolls forth the good 
news when a ship believed lost 
comes safely to port. But few 
know that Manhattan has a ship's 
bell that rings out eyery hour and 
hal f houl" in the service of humanity 
and not of cargoes. 

K ew York's bell hangs outside the 
entrance to the Sea 111 en's Church hlsti­
lllte at 25 So 11th Street, jllsl by Coeulies 
Slip. It tells the time of day and night 
in the language of the sea to the seamen 
who make the institute thei r headquarters 
when in port. 

LloYd's famous bell carne from a 
thirty~two gun frigate' the British cap, 
tured from the French and which was 
incorporated in the Royal Navy. On 
October 7, 17fl9, shc was wrecked off the 

The Atlantic Bell at 25 South Street 

coast of Holland with a cargo of specie 
worth more than $5,500,000, and her bell 
wa onc of the objects salved. 

This bell now plays a significant part 
in the daily life of the great London 
insurance hou e. One stroke cal1s for 
silence for any announcement from the 
committee that controls the organization; 
two stroke, is the ignal for good news 
of an overdue ship. 

New York's belJ also was taken from 
a wreck. It came from the steamship 
Atlantic, which was wrecked off Fisher's 
Island on Thanksgiving Day in 1846 with 
seventy-eight souls aboard. The Atlantic 
was the pride of her day, having cost 
about $140.000. The captain. Isaac Kip 
Dustan, perished with his ship, though 
his body was recovered and buried near 
hi home on Staten Island. The bell was 
found, said a newspaper of the day, tol­
ling a solemn requiem as the waves 
dashed again t the wreck and shook the 
timbers. 

The bell was then hung in the belfry 
of the old floalill.q Church of the Holy 
Comforter. which for years on the water 

"By Gal/It Marl/ou·all. Reprillted from Th " ."tr", Yl>I"k S,,". JIIly 16. 19.16 



front mini ster d to thc spiri tual needs 
of ai lors. In 1883 the bell came ashore 
to hang in the belfry of the new Chapel 
of the H oly Com forter, which was at 
that time made part of the North River 
station of the Seamen' Church Institute. 
For ovcr Sc \,cIltY-,IX year" it oundcd a 
"umillun. to worship. 

In 1\123, the .\ or th Ri vel' sta tion was 
abandoned, and until 1926, th e bell hunl,\ 
mute in the tower. In 1927 it wa rescued 
and taken- to the present Institute and 
\\'a afterward raised imo position to ten 
off the hours in its o\\'n tongue-ship's 
time. 

The ailor divide5 hi s day into watches 
beginning at 8 P. :\1. and ending t wenty­
four hours later. The watches are named 
as follow : First watch (S P. :\1. to 
midnight); middle watch (midnight to 
.J A. :\L) , morning watch (4 A. :\1. to 8 
A. :\L ) , fore noon \\'atch (S A. :\1. to 
noon), afternoon watch (noon to .:I 
P. M.), first dog \\'atch (4 to 6 P. :\1.), 
' ccond dog (6 to 8 P . :\1.). The end cf 
each watch and the beginning of the 
next i marked by eight bells except in 
between the dog watche. At 6 P. 11. 
four bells are chimed. 

Thc dog \\'atches wcre designed to 
shi ft the order of the watch . 0 that the 
same men would not have the , ame watch 
every night. N' 0 one, of course, has to 
do any watches at the Seamen's In, titute, 
but they like to tell the hour of thc day 
in the familiar way, The ritual of the 

bens is card ully presel'Ved. 
. \ ccording to Capt. Robert Huntington 

principal o j the Merchant Marine Schooi 
at 2J South Street, seven bells in tlle 
'cwlld dog watch is ne\'cr struck in the 
Bntish navy or :\lercalll ilc 11arinc. Capt. 
Huntington >ay - this is because a mut illy 
was fixed one evening to take place in a 
British hip at seven bells in the se('JIld 
dog watch, 

"Keyer since that day," he says, "ha\'c 
the British struck seven bens in the 
evening. Afterward the dog watch bdl 
wcre changed to run: 1-2-3-4 and 1-2-3-8, 
Such was the tradit ion of the sea when 
I was first in sa iling ships way back at 
the cnd of last ccntury, Many Briti,h 
sai lors have forgotten the reason oi the 
change today, and do not know why the 
Americans go on with the dog watch 
bells in the old way-I-2-3-4-S-6-7-S." 

Those unfamiliar with the striking o i 
bells may not be able to count them 
easily the first time, The bells are alway 
rung in twos, They do not go "done(­
dong-dong-gong." But "do-dong, do­
gong," That is four bells, "Do-don!!, 
dong" would be threc bell s, And that is 
the way the bell at the institute toll .; , 
linked up with a ma ter clock in the 
,ocial , en'ice department. 

The onl\' riddle of the In stitute bell 
that has not becn cleared up is the time 
hctwccn 4 and 8 P. :'L is referred to as 
clog wat ches, It is no use a king a sailor, 
The rea, on is unrecorded, 

By Anne Conrow, Librarian 

O ~E might tra\'el a great di -
tance without coming acros 

a more interesting spot than the 
Joseph Coma I Library on the third 
floor of the Institute, o\'c rl ooking 
the Ea t River. During the two 
years which ha\'e passed since its 
opening on ~lJay 24th, 1934 more 
than 50,000 officers and seamen 
have used the Library for reading 
and for study, In addition to the 
6,000 volumes available on the 
shelves of the Conrad Library more 
than 10,456 books have been di s­
tributed throughOut other reading 
rooms in the Institute and to indi­
vidual seamen on hips or in hos-

pitals, \\'e keep open bookcases in 
the Officers' Room, the Seamen's 
Reading R oom and the A pprel1 ti cc~' 
Room well stocked with ficti on and 
encourage the men to take as many 
of these books as they like with 
them when they ship out. 

Recently great g-ap have been 
left on the shel ves in the Appren­
tices' Room because of the demand 
of voracious readers among the 
apprentices and officers from 
several British ships which have 
been in port. The wireless operator 
on Ol1e of these ships was delighted 
to find that we could gi\'e him ome 
copies of Galsworthy' s later 110vels, 
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lie had read the "'forsy/e Sa~,a" 
'ears ago and had begun A 

:1{odcrll COl/lcdy" just before lea\,­
'1''- 1£n,,'lall(1. ,\nother offlcer found 
)1 t">"" ," I b' \\ 'alpule's " !fails j ' r os/ ,a so egun 
t-C\'l'ral months bd ore at h?me. 
~i1lli1arly, the cade~s antI, oHlcers 
i rom se\'toral l3elglan Shl ps look 
hope[ ully for ne\\' French n ovels 
cach time they come 111~O port, 

\ Cf i it o[ some lJeautl fu ll y bound 
tr,;nstttion s int o Dan ish were sent 
in tt l the Lilmuy not long , ago, 
The donor would I>c pica, eel ) f h(; 
clluld see a yo ung Danisl,l towhead, 
just out of hospita,l., ponng ove,r a 
hu' >'c \'olunH: cle "cnIJ11l g the a(h el?­
ttll~''; of the )'lartin J ohns()ns 111 

,\ irira- tran ,lated into the hest 
])ani"h, and bound in red morocco! 

,\s I \\Tit e J am interrupted by 
an . \ merican radio operator, "vI;? 
came in for "The l,as/ Plfn/an , 
resc1'\'('d to read while h - is at the 
Institute on a short holiday between 
\,o\,agc ;-" \ ' ou may wonder, Jlerhaps. 
th;tl such requests come to us from 
the waterfront. Jt has been el:­
li .rhtcnin o' to 111 (' to see hoI\' catholiC ,..,,.., I 
i: the ta!;te o[ the men w 10 patron~ 
izc om 1 jbrary. There is, ot 
courst', a constant demand for the 
popular type of "/I' es/e rll " or ,.td­
venture stor\', with the detcct1\'e 
star\' as "n~nn('1'-up", Books on 
tra \:el anel explorati on, particularly 
in the per,.;onal narrative style are 
frcquently requested, .\,; to ea­
stori es, I hay fnunel that seamen 
llluch prefer the l< ohi~l s()n "/' oyagc 
/0 (;alal'0 fjos" type ot book, ~\'h el:e 
an aCCOt11lt 0 i actual explolts 1'; 

intercstingly told , hacked up by 
co1l\'incinO' charts and other clata , 
to the pl~'ely fictitious ."sea-story". 
This latter they arc incltned to read 
\I'ith a criticai and often sceptic:!.1 
eve, and sometimes put down wi th 
all audible grunt of derision, 

,\s to non-fiction, the main in ­
tvrc:;t here naturally li es in hooks 

on Seaman"hip, ~a\'igation and 
Marine Engineering, \\-e ,ha\'e an 
excellent rderen ce colle..:t lo11 and 
e\'er\' da\' we Ii 11 r -que:ts from men 
who' are -studying for theil: licenses. 
For se l'eral \\' 'cks last \1' llltl'1' twa 
ambitiuus ~Iarin e I':ngineers sp<:!lt 
the g reater part of each day in the 
Lihrary, preparing for speCIal 
license ' , ()ne of thc1ll recently re­
ported with c()n~iderahle satisfac­
ti on a:1d appreciation, a \'cr)' high 
a \'erLl"'C in the exami nation and a 
sp1en;lid job a~ the r(,s~llt. 

K ext to thell' own held, the ea­
men seem to be mast interested, a 
far a: sc ri ous readi ng is concerned, 
in philo 'ophical \l'ri ting and 111 

bi ography, making onh' oct'as l ()~JaI 
requests f or hi~t~)ry ~lr econonltCS, 
\\ 'e han.' inCiuJl'Jcs lor books on 
etiquette, on 'ta1llp-collect,il,lg, on 
chicken-raising, on play-\\Tltlllg, on 

h(l\\'-card painting; w e havc e\'en 
had a ship' s cook lookil1 i{ for a 
hoo).; which would gl\T J'('npc ' (or 
French sauccs! Om copy of the 
/ r arid , IllllaJ/Clc is perhaps the most 
thumhed \'olu1lle in thel,ibrary and 
is an ill\'aluahlc source 0 ( in f orma­
tion in the settling of arguments as 
to the feathel'\\'('ight champion 'hip 
in 1900 or the clate of SI IllH' ohscl1l' 
marine di sa tel'. One boy came in 
e\,en ' da\' ior a week , took the 
/f'OI:ld " Jilll/WaC to the corner where 
he turncd hi s back on the rcst of 
the I jhrar\, and studicd it assidu­
oush', and - fi nally divulged the fact 
that ' he was just "cramming sOl:le 
facts" for use in iuture [oc'sle <llS­
cussions! 

:\ s l .00 KO T readers know, 
wc arc dep<:nclent entirely up,on 
\'oluntary gifts of bnok ~ to rep1cll1 sh 
the Lihral'\' sheIYes, S 11l CC January 
firs t of niis year ove r 5000 hooks 
have heen sent to us by generous 
friends, \\'e arc \'cry glad to r('­
cei\'e cluplicate copics, particul:lrly 
o[ current ficti on, in order to have 

1936 THE LOOKOUT 3 



?n hand ~ good supply of intercst- you do not happen to have these 
lllg l1latenal for the open heh'es in books yOl~r .elves, perhaps you 
the reading rooms. as well as for would be wllhng to show this Ji st to 
~he Library. You may be interested some of your fr iends who might 
111 learn ing that \\'e are al 0 able to like to send them. 
sell books which might appear to Perso.nal Experience--Vincent Sheean 
you to he yaluele -s or out-of-c1ate I Write As I Please--Wi,lter Duran',· 
and with t.he proceeds buy up-to- It Can't Happen Here--Sinclair Le,oi, 
date tech11lcal books 0 11 Marine Europa-BrijJal/1t 
subJ'ects. \\ e haye, llloreover. had Why Keep Them Alive--Paul ,le Kruif Anthony Adverse--Hervey Allen 
a number of requests from indivi- Of Time and the River-
dual seamen for recent books of a Thomas Wolfe 
non-technical nature. which our Appointment in Samarra-r . d I I . John O'Hara 
Tnllte ) UC get wTlI not permit us to Sparkenbroke--Chnrles Morgan 

purchase. Although we welcome Paths of Glory- Humphrey Cobb 
at any time, books you may be abl~ God and My Father-Clarence Day 
to .send us,. we woulcl J.>articlllarly Life With Father-Clnrence Day Second House From the Corner-
enbst your l11terest at thi s time in Max Miller 
helping us to fill these definitely ex- Vein of Iron-Ellen Gla,~golo 
pres eel requests of the seamen. If Belly Zane--Zane Grey 

Thunder Mountain-Zane Grey 

EDITOR'S N~T:E: The Institute wiII bc , 'cry glad to send a truck to collect 
books wllhm the Metropolitan area. Kindly notify the Social Service 
DcpartJll~nt so. that arrHngC1~cnts can be made to have the h'uck call at 
a conveJ1Jent time. OtherwlSC you Jllay scnd books by arcel post to 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTI'rllTE OF NEW 1'O&K 
25 South Street, New YOJ'k City 

A "Bring A Book" Cruise aboard the Wil ­
son liner "State of Delaware" on July 29th 
brought donations of several hundred books 
of mode~n fjctio~ for our Conrad Library. 
Left to right: Moss Conrow and Mr. Kelley 
of the Institute and Captain Stenken of the 
"State of Delaware". 

"J1Lii1aIrL " 
0 :\ the 23rd day of ~ray, there 

aP1?eared ill ~ifr. hristopher 
~ 10rl,,), s colunm. "The BowlillO' 
(; reell." in "The Saturday Revie;~ 
() j Literatme." the j ollO\~'ing: 

With many o~her readers we had gath­
ered the IlllpreSSlon that the Samoan name 
for Hobert Loui, Steven on. Tllsilala, 
Illl'ant "tcller of tale,;." Btlt ~fi s Mar­
jorie Cande·e. oj tlte Seamen' s Institute. 
ra i"es a que'tion. She ,avs : "Rear Ad­
miral Elliot Snol\,. c.c., U. S .. . , of Bryn 
\I<1 \\'r . P('nllSyl\'ania. Ita written to us 'as 
fo llows in reference to the . hip Tuntala: 

, \ 5 I r eca lJ what little I learned of 
the Samoan language some 48 years 
ago. the t\\'o words aft tusi (mcaning_a 
match) meant fire 1C'I'il i/lg-the act of 
,t r iking a ma tch resembled the . troke 
of a pen or a pencil in writing. So all 
these years. incc I have rendered Tltsi­
lola as a ,,'riler of tale and not a 
Irller of talc!'. " ' hence did you de­
ri\'e your rcndering of this word) 

cI'e ral reference book have tran lated 
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it as the leller of tales and I shall greatly 
appreciate advice from some student o[ 
Samoan so that I may be correct when I 
next mention the ship." 

On the 20th of June the question 
a~ to the meaning of the word 
"Tusital a" was an 'wered in ~[r, 
~Iorley's column as foll ow : 

\1r . Austin Strong, step-grand on o[ 
Robert Louis Stevcnson, very kindly takes 
up the que tion ( rai sed by Mi ss Candee 
in the Bowl ing Green . },[ay 23) o f the lit­
eral meaning of the Samoan wonl Tllsi­
la/a. It i,; "~l'ri/l'r o f tales" rather than 
'· teller ." 

Pro fessor Henry E. C rampton o[ Bar-
nard Collcge quo.te~ Tregcar' s JlJaori 
COllipara li1'c Die/iollar.\' where three 
meanings of the Samoan /usi are g iven: 
(a) to mark native cloth; (b) to point 

out. a s a road: (c) to write : a writing. 
a letter. The Uaori equivalent is /uhi; 
Malay lulis; Hawaiian klfhi; ~larquesan 

1\ RECENT symposium 
M taken in thc In ti­
tute' officers' 1'00111 0 11 

the topic: "\"\ hy Did 
Y Oll Follow The Sea?" 
re;;lIltecl in the cxpres­
sion 0 f omc um\. ual 
opiniolls on why they 
"go down to the sea 
in ship ." One sea-
farer, for example, 
went to sea because 0 [ 

a 'hirt, and another 
becallse of a pair of 
pants, But let the.:3c 
. 'ttli lers 0 f the ea" tell 
tlwir own storv: 

"1 \"as i:'orn ill 
S\\'"den," sa id a chief mate. as he 
looked up from a gamc of pinochle 
he \\'as cnj oying with a group of 
uffi cers . ",\ncl as a youth I used 
to go sli ding clown stiowy banks­
whi ch was yery hard on my pant:; 
and also on my mothcr's patience. 
Finally. 111y 1110ther forced me to 
wear pant with huge leather patches 
Oll them. I was the laughi ng . tock 

Ilfhi ; TOllgan loh i. 
Austin Strong says :-
"Tusi in 'amoan also m eans book. 

Tlfsi/u/o-prayer book . TlIsi-/lfsi means 
a scribbler-a red sweating German clerk 
ill white duck. and hlack . a,;h pori ng 
o\'cr hi s kdger, in the hut bLach uffice of 
the ~()rlh German Lloyd. 

"There is no doubt that. Tlfsi/ula means 
writcr of tales. The older m eaning was 
Teller of Tale which we have alw<1\' s 
u ,ed in the family. Both are corrcct. 
Since wc' are on the subject. the Sam oan 
is one of the richest of all language . 
Imagine a word for the sheell uf the 
vitreous g recn on the inner side of a 
curl ing wa\'(' just befo re it pounds itseH 
to pieces on the rcef. There is also a 
word [or the lon e cloud-that swift­
mo\'ing little cloud one sees ju<t at dawn. 
Flying cloud it is called and the name 
was g iven to my fl eet-fonted grand­
mother. The we.rel i, A If/r/r and we 
a lways ca lkd her that." 

Photo by courtesy qf DuPollt 

Youth , Age and the Sea 

oft he town. J coulcln't stand their 
sneers and jeers so I stowed m\'ay 
on a windjammer and hayc bcen 
followin g thc sea e\'cr since. That 
was O\'t'r t\\'C'nh' year~ ago. All 
iJecause () f a patched pair a [ pants !" 

The shirt incident \\'as related bY 
a ship 's engineer: "J liYCd in a 
litt le \'i11age in ~ r as:iachusetts amI 

(COII/illll<,d Oil Pour 8) 
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THE MASTER 

THE APPRENTICE 

• .< 

THE YOUNG A.B. THE OLD A.B. 

THE PURSER b THE STEWARD 
1Iut' 

n,'"will!l"' " )' CIIAIO.I:S (;H.// ' /;,'i" 
J?c l'rillUcI /ro," "AU. CT. /!A /< A/' T . 

Cassell & Co., /.I tT ., I .,,,,dllll , 

THE OILER 

\\'i lliam :\lcFee said recent­
ly: .. Sai lors are not the same 
~ operati\'es in a factory for 
they owe allegiance to the tra­
diti ns of a special sen'ice , Ullt 
the'l' arc IIOIIC 'li c lcss sTlujcct 
to 'I hc 'Wor ltill.CJ of ccollomic 
In7.l's alld ICc/17l01o.qical lIilcm-
I t » p °YIllCil . 

\ "hether ship jobs are plen­
tiful or . caree, tIle seafa rer 
need the] ~ STI TeTE. and 
ashore, in . Te\\' York he finds 
f ri ends, recei\'es material help 
",hen lleces!-,arv, entrusts hi s 
Illune)" mail a~lcl bag;gage to 
"25 South :treet." To carry 
on our complete program ()f 
relief, social sen'ice, reerea­
tion , etc. requires your gener­
ou help. 

Kindly send cO IOns to the 
SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW ~I< • 25 South Street, New York, N. Y. 
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at the age of 16 I was invited to a 
party of high school friends. 1 
borrowed my older brother's dress 
shirt to wear to the dance and 
pilled chocolate ice cream on it and 

upon my return I got such a licking 
from my father that in hot anger, I 
ran a way to the nearest seaport and 
shipped out. That was thirty-two 
year' ago and 1 have nCI'er returnee! 
home- becau e of a hirt !" 

( Co lit ill/led 
frO/ll Pay!! 5) 

year to college, we studied four 
years on a ship," 

On ' Briti h captain said that his 
father, a lawyer, did not want him 
to go to sea so ach'ised him to read 
Richard Henry Dana's "Two Years 
Before the Mast," thinking that it 
would make him understand the 
hardships he would ha I'e to endure. 
''It worked just the other way. It 
made me more determined th~n ever 
to follow the sea, So my father 
gave in, and I became an appren­
tice. " 

Many 0 f the ship " officers inter­
vielved left home at the age of 13, 
but the a\'eracre age for croing to 
sea appeared to be about 16. . \sked 
whether ea storie, by Dana, Mel­
ville. Conrad or 1\[a efielc1 influenced 
their deci ion. the majority 
an 'wered "X o .. , Thel' had neyer 
read ea adl'enture tales in their 
youth. They had no ncar relatil'es 
who pur, ued seafarin<f a, a career. 
They did not live close to a seaport. 
Then why. we persisted. and how 
did you happen to choose the ;'('<1 

a ' a means 0 i C', rn i ng a Ii I'i ng? 
A composite an wer would be: 

" \Ye liyed in a small tOWIl "'here 
opportuni ties to a<h'ance \\'('1"(' f ('II', 
So- we j u.'t wanted to get away­
and " 0 we went to sea ," The only 
officers who di fferecl from this 
general reply were men oi British. 
or Xorwegian birth who said: "\\'e 
went to sea because sea faring is 
recognized in Ou r country as an 
important - and an attractive _ 
career for a hOI' to follow, \\'e 
were trained thi'ough the appren­
tice' System to hecome on-icers: 
just as' boys in America go four 

Rocking 
Chair 

Sailors 

Asked if they liked the sea as a 
career, the majority said "~o," but 
thei reyes sai d " Yes, " .. If you 
don't like it," we I'entured, "why 
do you stick to it?" ThC'y replied: 
"\ "hat el ' e can we do? \ Ve've 
spent the better part of om lil'es 
learning how to run hips, \\'e 
can't do anything else, We'd be 
misfit ashore, That's why it' so 
hard-in depressions-wh n ships 
are tied UI}--for a sea faring man 
to get shore jobs," 

,\ numher of the men said th'l' 
hecame sailors hy way of the Xav):. 
They joiner! the XalT to see the 
world, and noll' they'\'e seen enough, 
Others protested: "Oh, we don't 
feel that wa\', \\ 'e still want to see 
mOI'e, \\ e'11 never tire of seeing 
far-off places." 

Of cour e, a fel\' ,aiel they left 
home because their girls jilted them, 
but thel' were reluctant to discuss 
this reison, Rel'enge pro\'ecl a 
motive in se\'eral instance: : they left 
home. angr\' with parent, deter-

COu,.'rsJ', 
rr'rstl~r ll 
ellrnll 

TeI"IYa",. 
COII,pall." 
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, e(1 to "how 'em and lick the mIll 
world." 

Perhaps the trangest reason 
. en for followin2' the sea was 

«IV ~ 'd h' hhat of a second mate who Sa! IS 
~amily wouldn't let him haye a dog 

hen he was a little fellow. One 
;ay he brought in a ,mutt a~d 
begO"ed his parents to let hI111 keep It. 
Th: pup was full of mud and fleas, 

o he wa, thrown out, "If my dog 
goes out, I go, too," said the six­
teen \'ear old chap, His parents 
were ;damant, so off he went to sea, 
with the dog in hi arms. On tl~e 
fir t trip the dog went ashore. In 

:'Iarseilles, got into a fight WIth 
another dog, and died. But the 
boy ne\'er returned home. 

]1& (/)~ hJ, 1m- 9llJlaL [.aM:Jvm.: 

I 

Reproduced frolll The IlItls/ra/ed Lt>II ~lolI ~" ~"i~/I;/PI' 2 , IS6I 
Courtesy 0/ Alfred IV, PaUl. 0 

The Big Ship Being Towed Toward Cork Harbour 

, I l)ropelled by engine or sail, or hoth, SEVE. 'TY years a<Yo tIllS 11l01~t 1, he had a double hull and wat~r-
the dream of Cyrus \V. FIeld tiCTht compartment ystem whIch 

was realized. .\fter many UI1 u~- m~de her the safest ves el afloa~, 
c('s5ful attempts, the first . \tlantlc One of ).Tew York's oldest re 1-

cable was finally laid-on Sept, 8th, dent. Irs, \\,illiam M, Polk, and 
186(}--bl' the C}'('at Easterll, t!lUS olle' of the Institute' del'oted 
establisl{ing telegraphic CO~1l111UJllCa- friends. recalls making a t~'ip on 
tion between the Old \\ orld and the Great East('1'/l in 1862, WIth her 

the ;-;ew, fatllel', Theodore Dehon, a member I ' Otll hi1) fir t 1\1 
\\'hen t 115 ma111111 of tIle Institute's Boa,rd of an-\ ' k he caused a, 

yisited ~ CWOI" S aCTers until his death JI1 that year, 
much excitement as a couple?f l\Irs, Polk was three years old at 
.vorllll1l1dir's or QII('ell .llary s, the time and _ till remembers how 
Thousand yi, ited her when she . d it 

1ft f whenever the shIp . toppe 
lav on exhibition at t le 00 0 trembled fro111 tem to ster,n, el'en 
I (al1lmond '- treet, She wa tlIe the chickens and oth~r hl'e, tock 
largest vessel ever, built up t,o that carried on board becoJ11l!1g \'ocal on time and she retallled her tItle of . 
"lal'O-e t stealller" until 1890, 11 er such occaSIon, f 

" SI . II I ,-he \I'a an unlucky ship, or tOI1J~age was 22,500, le COli ( )e 9 
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i r0111 the vcry fi rst she had a 
lllllJlber of accidents , Her original 
uWl1ers became bankrupt. so she was 
put in the \"ew York service, but as 
a passenger and cargo steamer 'he 
could 110t IJ(, made to pay, She was 
a triumph for engineering, however; 
her successful la"il1 o' of the tlal1-
ti c cable in 1866 fully justifying 
the assertion that there was no other 
\'e ' el which cou ld have '0 ucce, s­
fully laid the long submarine tele­
graph cahl s which linked the 
nations together, 

One 0 ( the most ludicrous acci­
dents which occurred to the Great 
Eo.\/('rll was on a \'()yage in 1861, 
and lettl'rs from sel'cral passengers 
on that \'()),agc, havc recently IJeen 
brought to light. From a l\Jr. 11a),­
\\'a rd comes a li\'cly account of the 
short hut peri lous voyage 0 f the 
vessel. Thus he descrihes the cene 
in the grand salo()n during' the 
height 0 f the storm: 

Indeed, many of th e l'IC:Um:; them selves 
before the dan"cr was well Ol'cr, al;ci 
whil e still smarting from their bruise ' 
laughed heartily at the comical pos ition' 
in which we had heen placed," ' 

A 1 etter f rom a }\[ r , p, de on'i n, 
appearing in the L ondon Time ' 
after the acciclent \I'ho "thought it 
much hetter to die comfortably" 
went to hi s cahin, tying his arm "to 
th e bedpost. II , writes a ' fo11o\I' ,; : 

"~Iy c;lb in was c1l1se to the lirs t dinilw-
aloon wh en ' a horrihle no ise \\'a5 g() il~ 

011. A li racter! by curiosity, I peepl'd 
throuo'h (he Windows and saw the most 
cllriOllS sight 1 ever sal\', Tables :\I;r! 
~h~lrs were dancing a hOi'll pipe ; the S(O\'e 
JOined most hca rtily ill (he fun, a nd the 
dancers seemcd dete rmi lled to hreak down 
all th e l,llCdy (u r!l(' r! mahogany cil ium liS 
and ba l1l s tns which sl1a pped like gla"" 
A ma;bJ e slab JOIned a hig h-nosed ~rntk. 
man 111 the c nterpri c of slllashing t.he 
largest IllIITO\,: of cou rse, Ilo .;e and 
mirror had thl' wors t o f il." 

The accompanying illustration 
shO\\'s the condition of the Great 
Easterll as she was heing towed 
towards Cork harbour. The whole 
of the ironwork of both paddle­
wheels was ca rri ed awa.": the :hip's 
hoat. at the :tarboard sidc were all 
gone, and those at the port side 
were hanging loosely ahout. whiJ..;t 
the ladder from the landing-place 
on the paddle-wheel was twi sted in 
~he extraordi nary II'R\' rep resented 
III Our engra\'ing, 

"From side- to ~id e the people were 
being- s\\'aYl'd to and iro, along with the 
SCllc t'; ant! ~ofa,; , table,; and sidcbo3 rd , 
sliding or rolling- Oil th~ fl()or ill an Ull­
distinglli~hccl ma~s , , ,Thrc:e or four 
gCllllcllll'n II'cre: c1a"hcd \\'ith I'iolcnce 
ag;linst the great mirror, allc! actually 
bur..;t thl'<lugh it- the glas: falling about 
th ~m in sl iccs, The ]r)\I'er mirro r was 
',tOl'C in ' hy a monste r s(ol'e whi ch had 
tllmbler! on' r, whilst th t, pianufortc W;t . 

thrp\\,ll dow II ill till' ladi t:,' , alo{Jn , and 
hl'g-;1I1 to play all ('nl il'(.' ly lIell' tUlle, and 
to dancl' ttl its O\I' n ,wed llIusic, Tht: 
IOI\'illg' o f three poor cows on th e dcck 
added to the horro rs of the time, till at 
la;;t they were swept c1o\\'n aitoo'c th('1' 
and the ch id part o f their house :7ncl it ~ 
c,onlt'nt s jll'l:cipitated tlirough the sky­
ligh ts, onc pOIJr animal h;uwill'" it s hpac! 
clo wn anrl inquiring' in a m()u~n f'~1 manne r 
wh<lt all the ro ll' \1'3$ abou!. At last, (0 

Ollr astonishment. a s wan- ram (I"<'is ill 
sa/aollls-came flying cl own, and added 
to the pic(uresquc and ludicmm but at 
the '<l nl(' (imc really awful catastliro11hc, 

10 

In 1 ~k7 the (,'rea/ Fasfl' i'li was 
sold to ship-hreakers and was brokcn 
up in the :\Iersey, ,\,\' hen the ealed 
double hottom was opened the skele­
ton of a man (a ril'cter \\'ho \\'a: 
~'eported missing dming her huilcl ­
lllg) was found in one 0 f the COJll­

partments, ancl superstitiou. sai lor­
men explaincd her bad luck by 
recalling that it was always unluck;, 
to carry a corpse on board ship! 
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Drawino by Cordon Cra,,/ 

FOR those \ovho yearn to sail the 
seven sea', but whose business 

confincs them to their desks through­
out the week, here is a satisfactory 
solution , \ new organization, called 
The Corinthians, organized two 
Sllmmers bO, is proying a boon to 
amateur sailors who can't afford to 
own boats of their own, and to 
boat-owners who occasionally need 
a f \V extra hand for week-ends, 
cruising, ocean racing or class boat 
racing. 

,\Ve journeyed from the water­
front to the office of The Corin­
thian , on the fo'urth floor of the 
Chanin Building (122 East 42nd 
Street) and there talked with Mr. 
F, M, Delano, the executive officer. 
The organization is entirely non­
commercial, and all members are 
strictly amateur sai lors, About 180 
young men belong, most of them 
graduates of our big colleges, and 
during the summer 1110nth they are 
kept busy eyery week-encl, Some­
times they work on a boat for noth­
ing; sometimes they share expense 
with the boat-owner (about 75 of 
the members are boat-owners); 
sometimes they pay for the privilege 
of going on a certain cruise, Usually 
their expenses cost them about 
$10,00 a week-end. The members 
are accepted on the basis of their 

personality, character and experi­
ence, The most i1111 ortant activity of 
The Corinthians is to act as a clear­
ing house for boat-owner anel nOll­
boat owners, During the winter 
months the club conducts a series of 
dinners where marine experts like 
Capt. Bob Bartlett, Capt. Felix Rei­
sen berg, Alan J. Villiers, \Villiam 
Robinson, and Gordon Grant tell of 
their experiences, and classes Oll 
such subjects as seamanship, pilot­
mg, navigation, etc, During its 
fir st two sea ons, the Corinthians 
fi ll ed oyer 300 amateur berths and 
there have been some excitement 
for '0111e members : for instance, 
one member, Edward Foster. was 
sent to Gibraltar to sail back the old 
German ketch "Sturdehaker." An­
other member sailed with Carleton 
Cooke (the c1uh's new chairman) in 
hi schooner, "Eight Bell ," which 
won the blue water medal for trans­
oceanic race, Still another member, 
Harry Adams, Jr, sailed on an 85 
foot schooner, "Pilgrim," for a 
three month' treasure hunt in the 
'\'\'est Indies ( he didn't bring back 
any gold, bl1t only a golden coat of 
tan), Several Corinthian member ' 
participated in the recent Bermuda 
races and in Long Island Sound 
class boat racing, 

Of course, if you own a boat and 
require professional hands, the 
proper place to call is the Institute's 
employment bureau, 25 South Street, 
BOwling Green 9-2710, where 
Captain A. 0, Morasso or George 
Menz can fix you up with a pro­
fessional crew of experienced 
sai lors, But if you are an amateur 
and hanker to "go down to the sea 
in ships," file your application with 
The Corinthians, 
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~ ilL tBfJ.f1lRJ.. * 
Edito,'s Note: The recent loss of the British Halifax. Forty years later a German 

motor shiv "Nunoca" off the coast of 1'Iorida, officer found the bottle on the Island of 
brought to the attention of the world the curious 
disappearances of shillS at . ca. Readers of TlIE Bockum in the Baltic. It was of curious 
LOOKOUT are rderred to an article on this looking glass encrustcd with salt and 
subject in the March i.,ue (entitled "Ships That shells fr01l1 the action of the salt water. 
Disappear"). Talking with Captain HoLert 
Huntington, Principal of the Institute's ~lcr- This was the message it contained: 
chant :llarinc School, we learned that the prin- "~Iay 17, IH87. To whom it may con-
eipal reasons for delayed ships were: possibly cern. Tell mother I died fighting, John 
tbe rudder was carried away, or the ship sprung 
a leak, Or there was a shortage of fuel, or cn- Lee, master marincr, Halifax." 
gine trouble, or explosions, or the shi fting of Capt. Lee's mother had died after five 
cargo, Or propellers lost and, in rare cases, years of watching and waiting for the 
mutiny. The U. S. Coast Guard reported find-
ing a bottle at ~tiami Beach containing a pen- son who ncYcr rcturned. She never 
eiled message believed to be frolll the ·'Nunoca." knew that her son had stood on his 
The message read: "Tuesday, July 21. Please bridgc in thc midst of a mutiny coura-
give to Coast Guard. lIdp. Crashed on reef I I 
at Matecumbe. Please send help. V"irele 's geous to t le ast. 
broken." As I\'e go to press word comes that Another intcresting message in a 
the note asking fat' help was possilJly a hoax. bottle wa sent by Seaman Larry Kim-

The old-time flotsam of the sea, the mons back in 1928 when he was aboard 
bottle carrying a message scrawled with a freighter, bound for Brazil. The crew 
the blood of some castaway 011 a tropic was a mixture of Filipinos, Rumanians 
isle, has a lincal succc. sor today de.-pite and J apanese. Apparently the three 
the advent of surer methods of message nationalities did not mix well, or perhaps 
tran mission. they mixed too vehemently, for there 

Bottles containing cryptic messages are was constant fighting aboard. Feeling 
still found, but they seldom now signify ran so high that Kimmons fearcd he 
such dramatic events as a message from might never see land again. 
a maroon, a mutiny or a fire at sea. The About six days out of Santos he took 
messages in the modern bottles are not an empty shampoo oil bottle and wrote 
signals of distress. They are scientific a brief me sage, giving his name, the 
experiments. name of the ship and his address as 

Evcry now and then some lighthouse care of the Seamcl/'s Chl/rch [l/stit1lte 
keeper, fisherman or yachtsman fishes of N (!w York, and stated that the ship was 
a sealed bottle out of the water, Within in trouble with hcr crew_ Then he 
he finds a message from the Hydro- sealed the bottl e with its cap and tossed 
graphic Office at Washington requesting it overboard. 
that whoever finds it communicate the The hottle made its way up the coa,t 
date of it. discovery and the latitude of South America and into the Carib-
and longitude to the dispatcher. This bean . reached the Gulf stream and was 
aids officials in making . cientific studies rushed northward at about th ree knot . 
of the directions of ocean currents. In June. 1930. two years later, it was 

The bottles are taken out to sea at picked up by Dougla H_ Shepard. 
various points and there released. Some keeper of the 'Vooel Enel Lighthouse, 
of them may be picked up within a few Provincetown. 1fass. 
weeks; some float for six years; some He wrote to Kimmons at the Institute 
are still on voyage about the world. and some time later Kimmon , who had 
Bottlcs released in the Gulf stream have safch- finished his voyage and was back 
been picked up in places a. far apart in New York. called for hi. mail anrl 
as the Gulf of Mexico and Scotland. learned that hi s message had arrived 

~Ian-" have drifted into the locality of home almost as soon as he had. 
the Sargas 0 Sea. long belieyed a reposi- The mo t recent hottle with a message 
tory of all the lost ships in the Atlantic. was from the vacht ~ orth Star. It was 
The bottles have proved that it is merclv on Memorial Day. this year. when Capt. 
an expanse of dead water beyond the Rohert Huntington. principal of the MCI'-

Gulf stream, wherc ocean weed and other chal/t Maril/r School at 25 SOl/th Street . 
debri. is apt to collect. Bllt it has never attached a bottl e to a floral wreath and 
attained the significance depicted by threw it into the water off Sandy Hook. 
imaginative writers of the last ccntury. He inc1o,ed a paper w ith a stamped 

One of the most dramatic mcs . ages self-addressed envelope. with instructions 
ever found in a bottlc was that written to the finder to mail it to him. To date 
in 1887 by John Lee, master mariner of the bottle has not been returned. 

*By Gault Mor{lY"'"u. Rel'rillted from T/,,' Ne'W )'01'10' SUII, .r"/y IS, 1936 
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The Institute's Place on the East River Waterfront 
PllOto by p, L. Sr"'-' 

PRINCIPAL FACTS ABOUT THE 
SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 

-It is the largest institution for merchant seamen in the ·\\'o:-ltl. ,., 
-It i::; 102 years old, foundeu in 183-1-, built a floating church m 18-b, 

and now occupies its O\YI1 modern 13-story ~1ea~quarters .. _ . 
-It is a partially self-supporting welfare orgal11z~tlOl1 for act1\ e sea­

men who need friendship, guidance, recreatlOll (lnd emergency 

financial help. . . 
-It pro\'iues a complete shore community for YlOU 'ands o.i ~e~t­

respecting seamen each day. It is home, post ()fll~e, school, 111)1 al y, 

cmployment bureau, clinic, cluh an~ ch u~-~h cOI~1,bl\1ed. _. . 
- It is open to active seamen of all natlOnahtles. EIghty ~)el cent ~t .the 

I1)CI1 sen-cd are .\merican citizens from ey~ry state In the 0111011. 

-It befriend ship apprentice boys fr0111 foreIgn countne::; and hun­

dreds of American cauets e\'ery year. 
-It instituted free radio medical service for hip- at ea, thereby 

saying hundreds of seamen'. Jiyes in ell:ergenci~s. , 
-It initiated leg islati on reCjuiring first-aid exammatlOns for eyery 

ship'::; officer obtaining a licen s~ .. 
-Tt has trained oyer 4,000 seamen 1111tS Merchant Marine School and 

helped them to better positions. , 
-It ~ooperates fully with other seamen's welfare agencIes, l~l1t s:lOuld 

110t be confused, e.g. with Sailors' Snug Harbor, ",hlch IS an 

endowed h0111e for retired seafarers. 
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