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$JuupJinq., ~ muL tlRpJuotlA-
JACK HARE of the 

:-\merican Merchant 
Line thought he would 
retire last year from 
his job of caring for 
raCe horses and polo 
ponies that are shippee! 
across the At lantic. 
H e'e! been on the job 
for t ll'enty-five years 
and the prospect of 
ettling down with his 

fami ly appealed to 
him, The nit e d 
States Lines. loath to 
10 e such a clever 
hor~e trainer, gave 
him a retainer with 
the understanding that 
whenever thorough­
bred and valuable horses were to 
be _ hipped, he could be on call. The 
result is that Hare cannot keep 
away from the horses and the ships. 

Talking with Jack the other day 
we asked if horses suffer from sea­
sickness. H e replied, "Just as hu­
mans do, but not to the same extent. 
l\Iany horses simply want to lie 
down . and they don't care to eat." 
\Ve inquired whether a horse's sea­
going diet was the same as on land, 
and the trainer replied: "Practically. 
I fetrl them hay, oats and bran, and 
give them plenty of linseed." "What 
about j oreign horses?" we ques­
tion ecl. "Do you have to speak their 
nati \'e tongue in order to manage 
them ~" "Oh no," was the answer. 
" . \lmost every horse in Europe un­
der~t ands Engli sh . especially the 
well-bred ones. Such horses usually 
haye English grooms." 

Loading horses is a treacherous 
bu iness, particularly at high tide 

1I01 5 1'1~G KLEPU ,~~'TS u~ SUiPBOARD. 

Repri nted from "South St reet" 
By Richa rd McKa y 

when the gangplank is at a steep 
angle. Polo ponies are the easiest 
to handle. Their training and cour­
age make them willing to go any­
where. The greatest danger i not 
that the horse will jump overboarcl­
the ,'re too sen ible for that- but 
that, he may lie down on the gang­
plank. Rates for shipping horses 
vary just like passenger fares; they 
may go steerage or first cabin. 

A group of young Belgians in the 
In stitute's Apprentices' R oom told 
how Belgian farm horses are shipped 
to America aboard the S .S. Emile 
Francqui and the S . H enri Jaspar 
each summer. Farmers' buyers from 
the mi ddl e \ Vest go over to Belgium, 
select those horses which are noted 
for their strength and sturdiness, 
and bring them back aboard Belgian 
ships. The horses are no longer 
hoisted ahoard. This method is 
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pa ·st!. The ga1lgplank is cu\"l~red 
wIth peat IllOSS when the horses are 
loaded. They used to coyer it " 'ith 
straw, but the horses ate the straw 
and .got colic, so the peat moss j a 
bIg IInpru\'ement. On the well deck 
hea\)' rulls of coconut matting, ta r­
pauhn and blanket are spread so 
the borses won't slip and break thei r 
legs . 

A.n old-time sailorman, who hap­
pened to overhear our conver ation 
about horses, yolunteerecl the in for­
mation that he used to transport 
horse on the old Minnewaska anel 
the i\Ii nnetonka. He also recalleel 
that he once carried a troop of ele­
phant · and a specially reinforced 
gangway had to be built, explaining 
that ~n elephant will not step on 
anythl1lg that wobbles. He always 
teo ts first WIth one loot and will not 
proceed on what is not solid . This 
is. pretty smart of the elephant in 
vIew of hi size and weigbt. Our 
old shellback is now getting together 

A CHILL A.pril wind blew in 
from tip East l~i\'er when we 

boarded the Coast Guarcl cutter 
"T I I " . I ' uc <a loe accompanlet by aNa \'al 
R eserve chaplain , the Rev. H. T. 
Pearson, from the Seamen' Church 
Institute of New York, and Ir. G. 
G. Y ule from Cleveland, with Boat­
swain F. Canon in command. The\' 
carried a mall urn in which tIle 
remains of Captain Charles Elliott 
rested. In accordance with the <Yood 
Captain's dying wish. to be huri;d at 
sea, the purpose of this special trip 
of the cutter was to scatter hi s ashes 
upon the waters in simple and 
solemn rites. The funeral servi ce 
for Captain E lliott had been held in 
the beauti ful chapel at the Institute, 
and large numbers of his former 
shipmates had attended to pay their 
la t respects to their friend. 

hi" papers so that he can spend his 
declll1l1lg years at Sailor' ~llLjCY 
H.arbor, and if he is acfmitted. h~ 
WIll be a welcome addition to the tall 
st,?ry club over there, fo r he can 
Spll1 y~rns about seagoing horses 
that WIll turn the old salts crro.:en 
with envy. h 

Looking through an aIel marine 
book in the In titute's Conrad Li­
brary we came acro a story a f the 
fi r t elephant eyer brolJO"ht to this ,., 
country - from Bengal, aboard a 
ve sel of 561 tons, the "l \merica". 
It is said that the elephant behaved 
remarkably well during the passa<Ye 
having been slung securely ~;d 
raised aboard by a windlass. The 
animal "accommodated him el f to 

his traightened quarters and hard 
fare with a patient philosophy 
worthy of general imitation ." He 
was accompanied by a native Ben­
gali, who made a tour of the -nited 

tates with him. 

The cutter was stopped at a ~pot 
off Sandy Hook. The chaplain's 
pennant was rai sed to the peak and 
in a brief ceremony the ashe:, of 
Captai n E lliott were st rewn on the 
waters. a the chaplain read. in ac­
cOl'dance with the age-old custom of 
the sea : 

"Unto Almighty God we comm~nr1 the 
:;oul of our brother depa rteri, a nd we 
commit his ashes 10 the deep. in ,ure 
and certain hope of the Resurrection 
un to eternal life, through our Lord 
Je u Christ ; at whose coming- in 
glor ious maje ty to judge the \\:orld. 
the sea shall give up her dead ... " 

Another burial servi ce at sea for 
a seaman took place aboard the . . S. 
Pre ident Roo evelt recently. The 
body of Clifford Carson Clark was 
consigned to the cleep with fi tting 
ceremony, and a wreath the gi ft of 
an In titute friend and ship lover, 
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:\[r,. J osephine Hantzschman, was 
cast upon thc waves in Latitude 41 
dC(frel',-12' :\'. Longitude 58 de­
~r~c. 45' W. Captain Willi am B. 
Oakley officiated, reading the same 
cCl1ll!1littal sen 'ice as used by Chap­
lain Pearson. Clark had once bcen 
an engineer aboard the U . S . liner 
T _e\'iathan in the days when that 
ye sci \\"as the pride of A m erica' s 
merchant Illarine. Eyen after the 
hig .. hip \\'as tied up to a pier in 
lToiJl>kcn. Clark held hi s job a a 
Jl1elllher 0 f the crew that manned 
the ves~e l during the laY-lip . But 
\\'atching the ,"essel slowly ru ting 
into a hulk in the lllnrk\· waters of 
Ters;ey - while other I'iners sai led 
j)roll rlly hy - preyed on his mind . 
One day he tnrned on the gns in his 
little room ashore and left a notc 
asking that hi s body be refurned to 
the sea he loved. He also requested 

"THE sea has been for me a 
hallowed ground," wrote J oseph 

Conrad not long before he died. 
.\nd :\lal1 Yilliers, who sailed a 
square rigged ship, the " Joseph 
Conrad" 60,000 miles around the 
world in 1935 and 1936, fcels the 
same devotion for the sea as the 
great "ea writer for whom he named 
his ship . 

Hi new book, "Thc Crui se of the 
COlHad" (Scribner' s $3.75) dcscribes 
this \"oyage with so much power and 
\" i \"idne~. that the landsman reader 
share. each exciting experience vi­
carioush·. Such is the skill of hi s 
lucid prose that one never feels s'ure 
th(' ship will survive some of the 
terri fying ordeals he describes-and 
yet the book itself is evidence enough 
that - somehow - by the grace 
of God, good seamanship and the 
stout construction of the little vessel 

that Tennyson's poem. "Cro sing 
the Bar" be read at the bnrial ser­
vices: 
"Sun et and evening star 

nd one clear call for 111(; 

And may there be no moaning of 
the bar 

\Vhen 1 put out tf) ·ca." 
The chaplain s from the Seamen' 

Church J nstitute who yisit sick 
and injured seamcn in thc Marine 
Hospital on Staten and Ellis Islands 
are often asked by dying seamen 
to have cer tain hymn . sun.l?; and cer ­
tain prayers said at thei r funcral 
ervi ce , and whenever possible, their 

wishes are carried out in all details. 
Manv a re huri ed in thc Institute's 
large- plot in Cedar Groye Cemetery, 
Flushing, a pecial fund caring for 
the expense whcn nece sary, thus 
saving them from the ignominv of 
burial in P otter 's Fi('lcI. The Chap­
lain then writes a lettcr to the rela­
tives describing the service. 

- he and his crew did pull through. 
In 1934, he saw the 100 foot, 212 

ton . " Georg Stage," an old Danish 
training ship, fell in love with her at 
first sight, bought her, renamed her, 
and, after many financial difficulties, 
finally managed to sta rt the voyage. 
The trip from Ipswich, E ngland to 
New York was uccessful, but while 
anchored off Bay Ridge. Brooklyn, a 
severe sto rm washed the ship 
ashore, causing considerable damage. 
Finally the vessel was repaired, and 
the voyage continued, by way of 
Rio. Carrying with him a Scandi ­
navian crew trained in grain-race 
ship . and with a group of cadets 
ranging in age from 12 to 16, Vil­
li ers undertook to sail the "Joseph 
Conrad" the hard way, north about, 
from Singapore to Sydney. Thrown 
off her course, in the East Indies, 
north of Papua, the. hi p had to beat 
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Photo b)' PUl(J Parker 
Distinguished Guests at the Old Sea Dogs ' Luncheon Given at the Institute in honor of 

Alan Villiers. 

Left to right; beginning in rear: Harry Forsyth, Richard McKay, Frank Frasier, Christopher 
Morley, Captain Felix Riesenberg, Rev. Harold H. Kelley, Captain Alan Villiers, Robert 
Wilder, Dr. Hendrik W . Van Loon, Richard L. Simon, Gordon Grant, Captain Robert Hunt­
ington, Captain Alfred O. Morasso, Bruce Rogers and Rear Admiral Reginald R. Belknap. 

back hundreds of miles, to and fro. referring to his experience as chief 
;,Iany other hardships and vicissi- mate in the "Torrens": "A passage 
tudes beset her, but Villiers and his under sail brings out in the course 
crew kept on, through the China of days whatever there may be of 
Sea, the Sulu Sea, the Sea of sea love and sea sense in any indi­
Celebes, the Solomon I lands, the vidual whose soul is not indissol ubly 
Louisades, Tahiti. The Coral Sea wedded to the pedestrian shore," 
ree is caught the sh ip, but she did and it is to be hoped that boys who 
])ot br ak up; a hurricane off Cape yearn to go to sea may still find 
Horn cost her a mast-all o[ which an opportunity to serve in sailing 
make the book exciting reading. hips before the last ship has 
More than sixty of the author's vanished. 
superb photographs illustrate the On May 1 st, at the Hecksher 
book. Xo listing of places or inci- Theatre, Captain Vil1iers very gra­
dents can adequately give the flavor ciou ly showed the moving pictures 
of this unusual document - the which he had taken on the yoyage of 
"swan song of sail"-the author in- the "Joseph Conrad" and told of his 
tended it to be, but let us hope that adventures for the benefit of the 
he may be able to find another Institute. Vve are happy to report 
stmc1y windjammer ill "'hich he that the proceed. were most grati fy­
may undertake more aclventurous ing and we trust that all of our 
voyages and return to write 1110re friends who saw the pictures and 
lively chronicles of life under sail. heard the lecture enjoyed the ex­
Joseph Conrad once wrote, when perience. 

4 THE L 0 0 K 0 U T MAY 

CUe XT among the lost arts that 
of Marlinespike Seamanship. 

Talk to any eaman today on outh 
'-'lrl' -:t whu is the proud holder of 
~Jl ,\.D. cerliJlcate, and he will tell 
yOU thal b~ can make a short ~plice, 
all t.:ye :plJce, and a long splice, a 
buwlille, a clove hitch, a reef knot, a 
rollino' hitch and a double becket 
bencl,"" but if you showed him the 
Blu 'jacket's ~lal1ual wherein the test 
for ~\larliJ1e spike Seamanship is 
gin:J1, he would shake his head and 
:ay, 1'_ \11 that sluff's not necessary 
aJ{\' more. Those knots aren't re­
qu'ired today by the steamboat in­
spectOrs giring the examinatio!l ." 

Time was when a seafarer pnded 
hi11l~d i on this yery test. A mar­
liJ1c,;pike, by the way, is an iron tool, 
like a spike, for separaLing the 
strands of a rope. Captain Robert 
Huntington, over at the Merchant 
Marine School of the Seamen's 
Church Institute of New York, 
which prep~res. seamen for their 
A.D. eXam1l1atlOns, says that it 
would be fine for seamen to know 
the 17 knots required in the Mar­
linespike Seamen ship test but that 
they would have very li ttle occasion 
to 'practice some of them. The 
Captain, of course. as an old shell­
hack and deep-water salt , knows all 
these knots, but there are not many 
aiel-timer left who can claim this 
accomplishment. 

Here is the test: (Try it some 
10n~ summer's evening ). 

1Iakc a ncat long plice in 3 stranded 
rope. 

~lake an eye splice in 20 inch or maller 
wire ropc. 

Prepare and , erve wire rope. 
Reeve off a double purchase. 
'Make a 3. 4 and 5 tranded turksheacl 

(Note: these were useful 0 1,' foot ropes 
to keep the sai lor from slipplIlg" from 
the top 0 f the mast.) 

~Iake a double Mathew Vlalkcr, and a 
man rope knot. 

~Iouse a hook correctly. 
~[ake a single and double carrick bend. 
Rig a parbuckle. 
lIake a wire grommet. 
Strap a block. 
1Iake a chain and four stranded e"c 

splice. 
Put on a racking seizing. 
Rig a trap and toggle. 
Make a wire eye splice. 
Make a shroud knot. 
Cro.;; point a part of rail. stanchion or 

piece of ropc. 

?r/.aJti1imL (/)aIJ.-
In accordance with the President's proclamation, Maritime Day will be observed 

thrrillghout the United States on May 22nd. On May 23rd. the Institute wi.ll hold a 
special Sunday evening servi ce to commemorate the fir st successful transocealllc voyage 
by ,ttam on ~1ay 22, 1819, of the "Savannah" with Captain Moses Rogers in comman.d 
and Captain Steven Rogers sai ling master. R~aders of THE ~OOKOUT and theIr 
friends are most cordially invited to the serv.lce, to. be hel~ 111 the Chapel of Our 

<l,·inur. at 7:45 P. M. No card of admISSIon IS reqUIred. The Rev. Henry 
Darl;ngton, D.D., Rector of the Church of the He.avenly ~est .. wi11 pre,ach, and t~e 
Rey. Harold H. Kelley, Superintendent of the Instrtute. WIll offICIate. fh.e orgal~lst 
and yested choir of Randall Memorial Church, Sailor s' Snug Harbor, WIll prOVIde 
special music. 
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THIS year, with the clouds of de­
pression receding on the horizon, 

and with incomes and dividends show­
ing some recovery, we have set our­
seh-es the task of ino'easillg our 
'ervices to the men of the sea. 

Vve hope that our friends han per-
sonally benefited from the impro,-ed 

times, and we want to express our profound gratitude for their 
ready and generous response to our calls for help during the 
long, lean years of the business and shipping slump. \iVithout 
your encouragement and loyalty we could never haye brought 
to fruition many of our plans and programs in behalf of the 
seafarers whom we are privileged to serve. 

We realize that many of you continued your contributions 
at great personal acrifice and this sharing spirit has been 
heartily appreciated by the seamen, the Institute staff and the 
Board of Managers. It is your thoughtful way of payino- tribute 
to the men who, through wind and gale and storm and calm. ful­
fill their appointed tasks-carrying passengers and cargoes in 
safety across the oceans. 

And now we present our needs and our plans for the future. 
V-.,Te have come a long way from the boarding house day with 
its problems of crimping and shano-haiing, but the course ahead 
is still beset "vith rock and shoals. 

More than eYer before we realize that the seafarer needs 
improved educational and recreational opportunities. We feel 
that the Institute can be an important factor, greater than e,-er, 
in fashioning a better American merchant marine \\'orthv of 
our Yankee clipper-ship traditions when this country's· su­
premacy on the high seas was undisputed. 

/1:"1,,, ... ",* !4.-",c"u.wuL- • 

THE crews of two freighters, 
stricken by winter gales in the 

Atlantic, were rescued and brought 
to the Institute_ From March 27th 
to pril 3rd ten members of the 
crew of the Norwegian freighter, 
"Aristo," enjoyed the hospitality of 
25 South Street, and from April 
1st to 3rd ten members of the crew 
of the freighter, "Bjerkli" were 
cared for here, at the request of the 
Consulate General of Norway, until 
they cO'uld be sent home. 

The "Aristo" ran aground in a 
heavy fog and sank in Hamilton 
harbor. Bermuda ( forcing the crew 
to abandon ship) . Salvage tugs 
worked her off the rocks, but the 
vessel filled rapidly and sank on 
March 16th. They were cared for 

in Bermuda by the Missions to Sea­
men branch there and brought to 
New York on the Furness liner, 
"Monarch of Bermuda." 

The "Bjerkli" was wrecked in a 
storm off the coast of Nova Scotia. 
The ship drifted for ten days, help­
less, when her amateur wireless sig­
nals were traced by the U. S. Coast 
Guard cutter "Chelan." After all 
the members of the crew had been 
taken safely off the doomed ship, she 
sank. The crew were landed in 
Boston and then brought to New 
York by train. 

In addition to food and shelter, 
the Institute provided warm cloth­
ing, hoes, cigarettes, and other 
items which the men greatly appre­
ciated. 

Vvon't you - when your annual contribution to the Insti­
tute comes due - consider the possibility of illCl'C'LTsillq YOt11' 

regular gift to $100.00--ane1 thus become a "Crews-Aider"? We 
hope you will accept this friendly challenge. 'With your help \\'e 
can wage a succes f ul crusade in behalf of the men of the 
merchant marine. 

* A "Crews-Aider" is a contributor of $100. 

Kindly send contributions to the 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 

25 South Street, New York, N. Y. 



?rlaJJL ]JJJain. iJf-, iJuL UJai:RAfJwnL 
By Victor Weingarten* 

IF Mark Twain's head had been bald 
in front , he and Capt. Patrick Tayleur 

could have passed as doubles. 
And if the famous humorist were 

alive today and could get together with 
the captain, the result probably would 
be some fancy tales that would make 
the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
and Tom Sawyer read like Mother 
Goose rhymes by comparison. 

For Captain Tayleur whose re­
semblance to the author is so marked 
that it is common gossip among the 
better-read waterfront characters, has 
a trunkful of experiences which need 
only the touch of Twain to make them 
adventure history. 

Fought in Five Wars 
Participation in five wars, three ship­

wrecks and service with Allenby in 
Palestine have occupied part of the 
captain's 81 years of life, 67 years of 
which have been spent following the 
sea. Handicraft instructor and vigorous 
campaigner for seamen's security are 
two more of his diversified attributes. 

A traveler by profession and heart, 
he has spent the last six months in 
the sedentary pastime of instructing 
sailors at the Seamen's Church Insti­
tute, 25 South st., Manhattan, in the 
building of model ships and enclosure of 
full-rigged vessels in narrow-necked 
bottles. 

To keep himself further occupied he 
is building a model of a square-rigged, 
three-masted vessel ten feet long and 
nine feet high. 

Wants to Keep Busy 
''I'm doing all of this work and giving 

instruction because I want to keep my­
self busy. After knocking about all 
over this world it isn't very easy to sit 
still in one place," he said. 

Despite his four-score years, he is 
still spry and active. Wearing a fiowing 
white mustache and with a facial ex­
pression similar to Mark Twain in his 
younger days, before his now grey hair 
thinned in front, he was always char­
acterized as the author's twin. 

His chain of adventures starts back 
in 1870, when as a boy of 13, he shipped 
for Calcutta on the vessel El Capitan. 
The son of a sea captain's son, his 
father was a ship's master and his 
brother at present is in command of an 

• R et,'-"ted f ro", th e Broo/.:ly n Dail), Eanle. 

English sailing vessel. His family has 
followed the sea for generations and 
his birthplace at Eastport, Me., was 
situated right on the water's edge. 

Got Master's Papers at 24 
He was only 24 when he received his 

master's papers, he said, and became 
the youngest captain in the American 
merchant marine service. Then, in 1884, 
while in South Africa, he met and mar­
ried a Boer woman and joined the 
Rhodesia border pOlice, finding time to 
raise 11 children before leaving Africa 
19 years later. During that period he 
participated in both Mattabele rebel­
lions and the Masona rebellion. 

He relates how, during the first Mat­
tabele rebellion in 1893, the patrol 
force of 39 men started out on horse­
back when suddenly the advance guard 
of five heard cries and hurried back to 
find 34 of their number slain by natives 
under Lobenghula, who ambushed them. 

"In retaliation we began exterminat­
ing native villages and captured whom 
we thought was Lobenghula and hung 
him, only to find out three years later 
when the second rebellion occurred, 
that the man we had hung was Lobeng­
hula's twin brother." 

After the Boer War in 1903 he went 
to sea again, sailing the waters until 
1914, when, unable to resist a good 
fight, he joined England's army as a 
member of the 12th Royal Lancers and 
served in the World War. 

In 1917 he was transferred to General 
Allenby's regiment and served in Pales­
tine with him until 1919, when the sea 
beckoned again and he sailed the oceans 
once more. In 1921, at the age of 64, 
he was forced out of active merchant 
marine service because of his age. Feel­
ing fit to continue, he began knocking 
about the oceans on his own, visiting 
all of the lands. 

The captain holds claim to being the 
first white man to walk across Australia 
and lest it be suspected that he is spin­
ning yarns, newspaper Clips from 
Australian papers bear him out. He 
also walked across Russia, China and 
India to Burma, he said. giving instruc­
tions along the way to groups interested 
in ship modeling. 

"I learned that craft when I sailed on 
my first boat. I never sailed on a 
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/Jhoto b\1 ('ourtrsv of Catholic }"outh o r [lOui::atiolt. 

Captain Tayleur instructs some youthful ;tudents ' in the art of ship .modelling 

modern vessel but once and I was glad halls, with American ships being obliged 
to get off that one," he said. to hire American seamen. 

"All of my sailing has been done on His three shipwrecks occurred in 1~80, 
rigged vessels and in those days there 1904 and 1910, with the second bemg 
wasn't a sailor who didn't have some the worst of the lot, he said. 
hobby relating to the sea. Nowadays, Saved in ShilHvreck 
with modern ships and short stays in 
port, sailors are losing the ·technique 
and inclination to build things like 
boats," he said. 

Recently the captain visited the So­
cial Security Board on behalf of Amer­
ican seamen, asking that the present 
security laws be amended to apply to 
sailors. He also asked that they receive 
unemployment benefits and that the 
Federal Government supervise hiring 

Caught in a storm caused by a vol­
canic eruption off Angee Point in the 
Straits of Lombardy near Java, the 
vessel was smashed to bits, killing the 
captain, the captain's wif~ and child 
and 14 sailors. The remamder of the 
crew, of which he was the first mate, 
were saved by a sailor who swam ashore 
with a line fastened to a breaches buoy 
and drew them all to safety. 

]1& $O,u,. 1lo.l'flf1.lWL 
Dedicated to Alan Villiers 

Dowll to thc sea in ship , has oft been sung by men 
Down wll re th e long wave slip , f rom peak to rounded tem. 
The romance of cloud, and wind-swept sea, of red hot :;un, or a h()meward Ice. 
The flick of the wi ng of a \\' ild sea hen , the haul H o chant of homebound men,. 
The "'race and beauty of wind· fill ed sail , and the ·teady rU 'h of the I Cl:~co ld h;\I!. 
Of the battl ing trip back round The H orn, with bul g-ing holds of wc\1l11g corn. 
The beat of sleet in wind-I ined face, as strong arm ' haul on Icc-caked brace. 
The lonely stand on the cold forepcak, i naught f? r the ·trong .. but, not £01; the weak. 
The rust brown :;ide of weathered : teel a,; she glides along With a seaman s reel. 
The gli teni ng eye of a toughened ta r. \Vl~en the ~va t ch si.ngs out a s they near the bar. 
One great joy of a ,ai lor's li fe , is in l11 eetlllg agalll, a fa ithful wil e , 
And too he's glad. when the anchor's weighed and the start of another voya/?e lS made 
F0r the cal1 of the ca is strong indeed, in the soul of the men of the sailor b,reed . 

T3I- GEORGE DORMA~ 
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Capt. Felix Riesenberg 
Ph oto hy cQllrtesy of 

.l/arillc ]ouruai. 

By Captain Felix Riesenberg* 

T aDA Y S ter North Atlantic, or the broiling 
report con- drill of the tropics, on deck Or in the 

cerns a recent fire and engine rooms, only attract 
vis i t to 2S men who are physically balanced, 
South Street, and therefore, more sound mentally 
the Seamen's than most people who work ashore. 
Church Insti- You see all of this at the Institute 
tute of New which is croweled in its assembly and 
York. Yea r s recreation rooms. Men scan the 
h a v e passed long Ii ·ts of mi ssing sailor- and in 
ince I wa last the little office of ~rother Roper, 

there, during a lad or 0 will be found yarning 
the superinten- \\'ith this kindly gray haired woman, 
dency of Doc- who has AIo ther written across her 
tor A. R. 1I[ans- aintly face. It springs the tears to 
field. Th(' Doc- one' eyes to merely contemplate the 

tor was a bit of a martinet in his thought of the things she has long 
way, but a just one, and for years done for lost and homesick boys 
crimps along the waterfront tried to and men. If the prayers of old 
down him by every means, even parents, the faith and the hope they 
u ing physical yiolence. But he wa have are an \\'ereel, then Janet Roper 
a man hard to capsize, a practising is often the instrument of their ful­
Christian who believed in the soul filment. To look into this good 
of the seaman and in preserving for woman' . under tanding eye. is to 
him his self-respect. There was reo tore one to a sense of Christ's 
newr any smell of charity about nobility, for in her re ts the heart 
Dr. :'Iansfield or the Institute. The of Mary. 
m en paid for their shelter and food, Two wreaths stood outside of the 
but no profit \vas made and the Chapel. A. eaman was to be buried. 
humanitarian. ervices r ncJ erecl were Shipmates from the I. S. U. and 
beyond price. from the Rank and File. the oppo -

A few days ago I barged into ing factions, had sent their Aoral 
the Institute to look around. Much tributes. Jack. whoever he was, be­
has changed on the waterfront, and longed to both. A dignified service 
mo t of the change has been for the anel a Chri stian burial awaited the 
better, although many harassed ship- shipmate. 
ping executives may not be ready But there must be no ghastly sanc­
to agree to thi statement. It is a timonious thought concerning the 
fact. howeycr, and the transition pe- air of this place. The skipper is a 
riod toward a better understanding man named Kelley, the Reverend 
of sea labor is under way. If you Harold H. Kelley, who, on the 1110-

hang- around for a day in thc Sea- ment I met him, eemed to radiate 
men 's Church Institute YOt! can't the spirit of forthright competence 
belp knowing that the men who go and sincerity that 1 kn ew in ])octor 
to sea are all right. Yeggs, hop- Mansfield. -The Institute is as clean 
heads. and off-color men keep clear a. a Yankee clipper. the mllltitll ­
of the steel decks . Hurricanes, win- dinous routine. involving ervices 

• Reprilll l'd fro1/1 "Tire Rouglr Log" ill lir e Nm/lica/ Ga=ellc, March 27, 1937. 
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1 hat span the Ii le of man, gocs on 
da\' and night. 11 is onc of the few 
pl<~ces in :\ ew. York where a ~ea~ 
man can sleep III safety . Last )ear 
-l-.O-+R "camcn deposited o\'er 300,-
000.00 in \'arious banks, through the 
In stitute and $43.900.00 plus was 
transmitted to their families . The 
place is .a h1111?ming hi\'e o~ activity 
fUllctionll1g WIthout con [uSlOn. 

[t would be impo:sible to mention 
all () l those concerned in the lI·or).; 
() i the j nstitute. Miss Candee, who 
eilit:; thc Loolwlf/, the little maga­
zine of the In .- titute . took me around. 
_ \ fter visiting the C()nrad 1\Iemorial 
r jIJran·. the _ \ pprentice H.oom, club 
rooms: auditorium, and the dormi­
tories, haying a look int o th nug 
cabins for tho e preferring separate 
sle('ping Cjuarters, having :een den­
tists, harbers, and hower rooms, 
we came to the upper deck where 
thc I'eteran Captain Rohert TT unt­
inCTton conducts his famous school 
otna\'igation and seamanship .. The 
~kijlpcr ha. rigged a winging sea-

going rowing machine in which the 
men can hip th ir sweeps and put 
beef on the oars. Many hundreds 
of men have been qualified here for 
their tickets ancl acl\'ancemem at 
ea. 

Shipowners and opcrators lI'ho 
vi. it the Institute. and tho 'c \\·ho 
walk in at any timc \\'ithout cere­
mony, must get a warm feeling of 
kinship with the ones who man their 
hips. Those who clo not find the 

time for thi. ort of diYer ion mi s 
more than they realize. 1\1 r. Clar­
ence :. fichalis. -President of the In­
stitutc, took personal charge after 
the passinO" of Dr. l\Iansfield, so I 
wa told 1)), ~1is Jane Hoc}' of 
\Vashington, who know. \\'hat i go­
iner on in weI fare work. and then 
th~ Revercnd and capable :. fr. 
K ellev, once in charge of the Sea­
men'; Church In:titute of Los _\n­
're1cs came to take the helm. The 
" , . I 1 course has always he en strCllg 1t, ane 
that means a lot to sailors . 

tfJJ)J)k, lkoiRw 
"LIVING AGAIN" 

By Captain Felix Riesenberg 
j)(lll/>/cda:y. Dort/II & Co. . .$3.00 

Captain Riesenberg, whose It t ot ea 
book ' includes "Under Sai l", ":'.f other 
S(;a", "The Left-Handed Passenger" and 
"Log of the Sea", stands as a human link 
hl'tween the sailing ships of the past and 
the steamships of today. He has seen 
serl'ice under both and in hi latest book 
he relates his exp~riellces as ai .lo r. en~­
ncer. captain. edi tor and novehst. :filS 
early life on the Xew York • a~tlcal 
School hip. the St. ~ l ar)', IS tolel III a 
yjvid way; the harsh treatment of the 
young cadet was a practical way of ~t­
ting them for the rigor of a seagolllg 
life: "Tho e who remained on board for 
two years," he writes. "were a seasoned 
lot and a considerable percentage of 
th~I11 went to sea, rising to po~ iti on of 
re:iponsible commanci." 

However hard the di $cipline, he remem­
bers hi s schoolship days with affection. 
i\f\er his graduation he made a voyage 
in sail around the Horn and then served 
as a cadet in a steamship. "The Stoke­
hold." he writes, recalling _till the horror 

of it, "where huge Sc<!tch boile~,s were 
fired by hand, was a \,e!'ltable hell. Flle­
men went insane or Jumped overboard. 
Riesenberg is always concerned. With the 
wdfarc of hi s , hipmaks nlHl h" rc?tkss 
imaginat ion i , tirred bl' sOllle 01 the 
needless suffcring. A ftcr a,n.adl·cnl;n·ou~ 
trip to the Far East. he JOIned \\ altcI 
\\' "l lmal1 in a hallool1 fli ght to the Arcuc, 
an experie l1C!.: which mi ght hal'c been 
disastrou , but kind Fatc protected hml. 
On returning 10 ~ ell' York. he . wellt to 
Columbia and st udied englllerrlllg, alld 
thell worked on an aqueduct. patellted In­
ventions, marricd , and finally wa. c!lll cd 
back to sea in command of lhe"C: . 
training hip, :'\cwport. H~\\: the ::\cw­
port sailed ac ro s the AtlantIC 111 the wake 
of a hurri cane, under can\,a;; . make, a 
most exciting ea yarn which all ,hlp 
lover. will reli sh . There are a150 rC\'cal­
ino' picture of literary friends. partlcu-
la;ly hri . topher Morley. . _ 

One of the 1110st popular of Rle,en­
herg's books, used constantly ~Y seame.n 
in the Institute's Conrad LIbrary. IS 
"Standard eamanship for the :'.ferchant 
Service" . M. D. C. 

1937 THE L 0 0 K 0 U T " 



"COAST GUARD TO THE RESCUE" 
IlJus. with Offi cial Photographs 

N. j ' . Farrar alld Rillehart . $2.50 
T he author of "s 0 S to the Re cue", 

a radio operator st ill on active duty. has 
gi\"en us another excellent book. full of 
info rmati on and incident and written with 
authority. 

The United States Coast Guard was 
officially establi shed as such in 1915. to 
include the old Revenue and Life Saving 
Sen·ices. To the hi story of the e two 
services, details of the various Humane 
societies in which the Li fe Saving So­
ciety had its or igin, the story of one Cap­
tai n J oshua James and his exploit, arc 
given several valuable chapters. Further 
interesting data is writtcn about the be­
ginnings of the li f<o-sa ving scrviccs in 
Europe and Asia. }.fadel'll wonder tales 
of the Atlantic Icc P atrol, the Flying­
Lifeboats and the lives thcy havc saved, 
the Seal Patrol in the P ac ific. a ll make 
fascinating reading. Recommendcd ( 0 any 
one who is interes tcd in things o f the 
sea as a spl endid account of one o f our 
greates t publi c service . 

A. W. C. 

"EIGHT MONTHS IN ARCTIC ALASKA 
AND SIBERIA WITH THE 

ARCTIC WHA LEMEN " 
By Herbert L. Aldric h. 

Reprinted 1937. 
R eYllolds Pril1lill,Q. New Bedfo rd. 50 cents 

In 1887 Mr. A ldrich had thc ra re pri vi 
lege of spending ei~h t months in the 
Arctic and seeing at first hand life in the 
whaling fleet and among the nati vc vi l­
lages o f Alaska and Siberia . Hi s keen 
ob ervations have been carefullv recorded 
for u in an unusually detailed account. 
T he reader get s at once a sense of the 
"fra ternity" of whaling-men f rom the 
glimpse into the custom of "gaming"­
vis iting aboard each other's ships ; a feel­
ing of the remoteness of this li fe from 
a 111' other reality; a vi vid picturc of the 
nati" es, their disti lJCYnishing character i tics 
and st range social customs. I n the con­
clud ing- chapter are a number of stori es 
told by several of the "skipper " with 
whom the author ailcd. One feels 
throughout the narrat ive tha t thc writer 
achi eved a degree of intimacy with hi s 
surroundings. and that he write with 
au thority. There arc somc excell cnt 
ph otograph takcn by thc author anel part 
of a coll ecti on now in thc New Bed ford 
"" ha ling Muscum. 

A. \\T. C. 

THE SEA MADE MEN : 
The Story of a Gloucester La d 

Presented by Roger W. Babson. 
'Edited by Elizabeth L. Alling . $2.50 

X ew York : Fielll ill.Q JJ . Revell CompallY 
"In the olden days . . . the great uni­

n :r"it ie' of A merica were not H arva rd 
and Yale, but rather the cornfield and t he 
sailing ship. The farm and the sea were 
the real training grounds which developed 
i-ndustry, perseverance, integrity, and 
thosc fundamental traits which made 
Ameri ca." With this foreword Mr. Bab­
son launchcs his great-uncle Gorham P. 
Low's log of twenty years at sea . Captain 
Low speaks with a voice that is clear, 
straightforward, and authentic. The lan­
guage in whi ch he tells of thc daily COI11-

monplaces, and the not rare danger­
chargcd moments , of the sea fa ring busi­
ness is plai n and modest in the extrcme; 
yet thc sci f-cultured writer unconsciously 
shows him c)[ a man who saw beneath 
the surface of thi ngs . men, and manners. 

P erhaps mos t inte re ling to thi s reader 
arc Captain Low's dcta ils of the busine s 

idc of hi ca lling. A mcrchant ship 
mastcr in his day was fr equently part 
oll'ner of one or more ships, or-except in 
thc occa~iol1 a l prcsence on a voyage of a 
supe rcargo-was thc act ual business rep­
re entati vc of a company of merchants. 
Thu thc mastcr had the most immediate 
personal concern with the conduct o f trad­
ing. the bu,;incss of making money. He 
put to ea with hi s Bowditch in one hand 
and his ledger ' in thc othcr. Captain Low 
is the fir t chronicler to give me such a 
close view of thc counti ng-house ; add a 
measurc o f thc fo'c's' le, a g reat deal of 
the cabin.- anrl you have a most rcadable 
and \"aluable sea journal. D . G. K. 

"DOWN THE DOCK" 
By .J ohn Cabbage. 

PamasslIS Press. $1.25 
T hc name he got from his Dutch par­

cn ts wa J on K cppccs, but when he came 
to America he substituted the nearest 
equivalent,- Cabbage. He is the sai lor 
poet whose prcvious volume, "Eight 
Bell s" was 'reviewed in "The Lookout" 
several years ago. Cabbagc finds mate­
rial for philosophical r cflection in the 
garbage scows on which he works fo r the 
Ncw York City Department of Street 
Clcan ing. To some the spectacle of ashes, 
rotten food. worn-out clothes. dead pet . 
cmpty bottl es would be rcvolting-. but Cab­
bage find it fu ll of romance. Thi s "poet 
of the dumps" gives colorful glim pses 
of an odd phase of sea life. M. D. C. 

a V~ dlinL iJJ $nL OJ)~: a ]luut.k­
rJ~ iJJ ~, jD'L $a#JL tiNtioal. 

IJ/lrlt u b.\~ 1'. L. Spl' rr 
A View of the Institute from the East River Waterfront. 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES 
RENDERED TO MERCHANT SEAMEN 

BY THE 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 

65,889 
21,907 

156,523 
71,112 

4,488 
3,672 

481 

22,866 
5,454 
2,359 

13,979 
1,304 

466 
40,215 

1,034 
85 

498 
$38,622 

4,463 
2,705 

FROM JANUARY 1st TO APRIL 1st. 1937 

Lodgings (including relief beds). 
Piece of Baggage bandied . 
Sales at 1.11ncheOll ,ttl' and Restaurant. 
Sales at News Stand. 
Patronized Barber. Tailor and Laundry. 
_\ttenclcc\ 160 Religiolls Services at In. titllte and U. S. 

~ r arine Ho pitals. 
Cadets and Seamen attended 89 T.ectmes in ~Ierchant 

Marine School; 13 new tudents enrolled. 
Social Senice Intcrvi cws. 
Relief Loans. 
Individual Seamen rt'Cei\'ed H.elief. 
Books and magazines eli tribute? . .. 
Pieces of c1othinO" and 472 K111tted Artlcles chstnbuted. 
Treated in Dent~l: Eye, Ear-Nose-Throat & ~Ieclica~ Clill!c~. 
. (tenrlecl 52 entertainments, mO\'ing- picturc, ath1ctlc actlvl-

ties, concerts and lectures. 
.\ttendance in .\pprentices' Room. 
Missing Seamen found. 
Po itions secured for Seamen. 
Deposited for 585 Seamcn in Banks: $4,424 transmitted 

to families. 
i\ ttelldance in J ()seph C()nrad Lihrary. 
Telephone Contrtct. with Scam ·n. 
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