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The Ways and Means Committee 
takes pleasure in announcing 
that plans have been com­

pleted for the Institute's 

ANNUAL FALL BENEFIT 

to be held on 

THURSDAY EVENING 
October 13th, at 8:30 

at the 
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE 

39th Street and Broadway 

We have reserved the parterre 
boxes and entire orchestra for the 
Second Night Performance of the 

new and famous 

Parterre Boxes (seating 6) are $60.00 
Orchestra Seats (rows 1-3 inclusive) are 

(rows 4-8 ) 

(rows 11-2 1 ) 

(rows 22-27 ) 

$12.50 

10.00 

5.00 
3.30 

No. 10 

We consider ourselves fortunate in being able to secure the second 
night performance of this Ballet, which will be in New York for a very 
limited engagement. Leonide Massine will appear in his new baJIet, 
"Gaite Parisienne", with a brilliant setting and music by the Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra. Massine received a tremendous ovation at the premier 
performance in London in July. T he other ballet scheduled, "Giselle" 
will feature the debut in Amerjca of the lovely English dancer, Alicia 
Markova, "cfueen of the classic ballet." 

Tickets will be assigned as reservations are received. P lea c make 
checks payable to the SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW 
YORK and mail to the Benefit Committee, 25 South Street. This is a 
rare opportunity to see a beautiful entertainment and at the same time to 
help us rai:~e fu nds to carryon our work for merchant seamen. 
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No. I. THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM: AT SUNSET. 
The day had been warm and sultry. The sky was overcast. Bunches of rain clouds 
hung overhead with their dark centers and white rims. There was a calm sea, 
smooth as glass. This is known to all seamen as "the lull before the storm ." The 
clouds gathered toward evening, and the sea was broken into ripples. The horizon 

was a misty gray. A storm was coming. 

No. 2. A STORM "MAKING UP." AT SUNRISE. 
"Red in the morning, 

Sailor, take warning ." 
In the morning the sun came up behind a red and amber sky that was streaked 
with long white clouds. Overhead were patches of very small white clouds that 
hung in an overcast sky. This combination of clouds is known as "mare tails" and 
"mackerel scales" and all sailors say: 

"Mare tails and mackerel scales 
Make lofty ships lower their sails." 

The broken sea now showed "white caps" which are still another sign of bad weather . 

THE LOOKOUT OCTOBER 

No.3. THE STORM APPROACHES : 
The sea began to swell and a stronq wind c~me up. The stor.m w~,s dea? ahea~. 
This stern view of the ship shows her as she pitches and rolled In a follOWing sea , 

the waves following the ship. 

No.4. THE HEIGHT OF THE STORM: 
Off Cape Hatteras. The ship is driving into a head sea. Some of the waves are 
more than 20 feet high. Sailors say that a ship is "laboring" when she pounds and 

pitches into a head sea like this . 

1938 

The abo'ile pholographs, will! occolII/>all)liI/9 descrip­
tiol/, 'were to ki'll by Able Seolllol/ JollII Q'Briel/. 
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ShipL' J~ ?/a1lnL 
sta.nd tha~ that figurehead of a 
knIght whIch is mounted over the 
Tnstitutc's doorway came from a 
British tea clipper." Immcdiately, 
you will hear this statcment chal­
lcngcd. If you should say, "from 
an . merican clipper," there will be 
plenty 0 f seamen and officers to 
offcr you c\'idence that the beauti­
fully carvcd figurehead was once 
mounted on the prow of a British 
man-of -war or a Liverpool packet. 
As a mattcr of fact, the orjgin of 
thc figure, as we have mentioned 
before in THE LOOKOUT, is still 
a m)' ter}". But in the course of 
conver ation on the subject of fig­
ureheads, we picked 'up a few yarns 
ab~ut these curious oaken images 
whIch once adorned the bowsprits 
of hundred of sai ling ships. 
. Perhaps thc most grewsome tale 
IS one about the British sloop-of­
war, "Pearl" which saj]ed into Port 
~oyal after her victory over the 

EDITOR'S NOTE: A brand new fig- pIrate Blackbeard, and instead of 
urehead has been carved for a brand new canTing her own figurehead, she 
sal~lng ship-it' being built up in Ip- carned under her bowsprit the real 
sWlch, Mass. by William A. Robinson head 0 f the buccaneer, struck off 
(of Galapagos-ketch "Svaap" fame- by a naval lieutenant's sword! The 
~e had a. bad appendix and wa rescued 
m the IlIck of time) from designs by 1110st astonishing tale is about the 
Ho\~ard Chappell. The ship is to be old clipper "Java" whose figure­
fa hlonOO along the lincs of a tops'l head, that of a nude woman we 
choO!~er~ about 70 feet in length, overall; learned had a romantic story 'con-

ve:y ~lIl11lar to the old brigantine "Swift" I 
bUIlt m 1778. ' nectc( with it. A British officer, 

The carving, a photograph of which is so we were told, had rescued the 
reproduced here, is of a young girl, head daughter of an Indian prince from 
and shoulders, and she wears a modern a tiger which had carried her off 
"page-boy" bob. It's very beautiful and into the j'un,!!le while she was bath-
we look forward to seeing her mounted " 
under th.e ~wsprit of this new sailing ing. To show his gratitude the 
vessel (It wtll be ready in about two noble prince built the ship and pre­
month) . It was carved by William Rob- sen ted i.t to the girl's rescuer, com­
ertson, <;Jf We. t Gloucester, )'lass. and I 
we are mdebted to Kenncth M. Swezey pete WIth a figurehead of the prin-
for this information and for the photo- cess, as a memorial of the gallant 
g-raph. deed. An old saj]or told us that 

THE guicke t way to start a con- when the "Java" was ending her 

Y 
tlr?versy raging among New days as a coal hulk in the harbor at 

or, s waterfront population is to Gibraltar they found the royal fig­
walk into a reading room or lobbv urehead among some ballast in the 
at the Institute and say: "I undel:- hold. 
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Another tale-which can be sub­
stantiated if you wish to take the 
trouble to make a trip to the Marine 
Museum of the City of New York 
at 103rd Street and Fifth Avenue, 
concerns the figurehead of Presi­
dent Andrew Jackson which once 
adorned the frigate "Constitution." 
This figurehead was carved in Bos­
ton jn 1834 and placed on the ves­
sel's bow just after her famo"us 
cruise of 16 months in which she 
traveled 52,379 miles. The enemies 
of the administration clamored to 
have Jackson's figure removed. No 
attention was paid to these demands, 
and one fine morning the officers 
in command were horrified to find 
the President's figure decapitated. 
The President's headless figure was 
carried on "Old Ironsides'" bow 
for a year longer when another 
head, carved by Messrs. Dodge and 
Son of New York City, was placed 
on the figure in the dead of night, 
with grea.t secrecy. Riots :were 
threatened, for the opinion was gen­
eral among many citizens that no 
living man's head was worthy to be 
placed on the famous frigate's bow. 

The old 84-gun American ship 
"Dela ware" carried the figurehead 
of a tribal chief, "Tecumseh." This 
was later mounted on an eight foot 
pedestal and placed in front of Ban­
croft Hall at the U. S. Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Md. Legend 
has it that each middy, on his way 
to the dreaded examination room, 
doffed his cap to the Indian chief, 
invoking his blessing. For many 
years "Tecumseh" was known to 
the midshipmen as "The God of 
2.5", or the patron saint of satisfac­
tory averages. In 1891 a bronze 
replica was substituted, as the orig­
inal had begun to show the effects 
of wind and rain, and it is now 
safely stored in the museum. 

Rather an eerie tale is the one 
about the fig'urehead of the "Edwin 

Fox" which had becn put into dry 
dock becau e of a mysterious leak 
which baffled her captain. The cau e 
was eventually discovered to be a 
hole where a condenser had been 
installed, and later removed. A new 
captain and crew took her over in 
Dunkirk. One of the sailors had 
occasion to go down into the fore­
hatch, and he came up on deck, his 
hair standing on end, his face 
blanched with fear. "There's a big 
h'ant down in the forehold!" he 
gasned. The bos'un went below and 
he, too, reported, a ghost down in 
the hatch. By this time the skipper 
heard of it, and vowed that he'd u e 
a marlinspike on the two. They 
swore they spoke the truth and 
dared the captrun to go below. He 
went down to see for himself and 
got a nasty start. There, starting 
out of the gloom, was a tall white 
figure with arm upraised as in 
warning or menace. But the skipper 
stood his ground valiantly and ad­
vanced. It was the figurehead of 
Edwin Fox, Esquire, which had 
been removed while the leak was 
being repaired and had been lashed 
against the foremast. 

In New York there are only fo'm 
hip's figureheads preserved: the 

"Belle of Oregon" at Webb Aca­
demy; the "Glory of the Seas" 
(from Donald McKay's famous 
clipper) at India House; the "Sir 
Galahad" at the Seamen's Institute, 
and the "Andrew Jackson" at the 
l\f arine Museum, which shows the 
crack around his neck where the 
new head was attached. A figure­
head of 1110re recent vintage is that 
of "J oscph Conrad", carved by 
Bruce Rogers in 1934 for the 
square-rigger of the same name in 
which Alan Villier sailed on a 
round-the-world voyage and which 
was recently given by G. Hunting­
ton Hartford to the U. S. Maritime 
Commission. 
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Th~ Daily Graphic. 1\',-.(' ro,-k, .\lay 8, IS7.1. 

S IIIP havc changed. and seamen ha\'(~ 
changed, ince the In titute began, ovcr 

100 years ago, but the men who man today's 
g reat . hips sti ll need a shore home, amid 
congenia l surroundings, after their arduou5 
labors at sea. Thanks to our loyal friend, 
we are able to ma in ta in this great build ing, 
and to keep it open day ami night. ever 
ready to welcome the toilers of the sea. 

\Ve believe that YOll w ill share ollr feel­
ing that it is a privilege and a pleasure tim 
to pay Ollr debt to the intrepid men whose 
good seamanship protects us from the dan­
gers of the deep. For there are dangers, 
st ill. Captain Felix R iegenberg, mastcr mari­
ne r and author, -aid reccntly: 

"The sea is not .a[e I Passage at sea, at 
this very moment, is as hazardous an ad­
venture as at any time since the Phocni­
cians tr immed their ai ls and manned their 
oars on the first g reat trading and explor­
ing voyages. Hazard. have increased ten 
thou. and fold with the va. t inc rease in 
sizl:, spel:ci, and numhl:r of ships aAoat. 
F llg is as thick as whcn the world began, 

icc as frequcnt in high latitudes, and dere­
licts, often 0 f great tonnage, are added to 
the unseen bi.lt ever po sible ob tades in 
the path o[ sh ips rac ing over seas al 
night. T he hazard of co ll ision, one vessel 
with another, is a constant source of dan­
ger. Only the utmost vigilance of faithful 
men, alert and experienced, stands between 
these dangers and their consummation in 
some terrific catastrophe." 
As \ \,illiam ~fcFce , marine engineer and 

author, has said: "The marvels of science 
and inventive genius may aid immeasurably, 
but it still is II/CII who na\'igatc a ship, X 0 
onc will ever find a ubstitute for fidelity and 
vigilance. The Captain, the First Officer on 
the bridge, and the two lookout in the 
Crow's nest are intent on every hapc and 
sound-theirs i. the fi nal respon ibi lity." 

Stephan Zweig, author of "Conqucror of 
the Sea:,-the Story of ),ilagcllan", comment 
on the va. t changes in ships since the day;; 
when ~Jagcllan, Cabot, Drake, Raleigh, 
Columbu,; and IImbon explored the seven 
seas :" 

A Sailor of Today Belaying the Flag Halliard aboard 
the S.S, New York of the Eastern Steamship Company. 

"Here YOll arc, travelling in 
the safest of ships upon the 
loveliest voyage imaginable, with 
all the luxuries in the \I'orld at 
your disposal. If you find it 
chilly in your cabin after sun et. 
you need merely t urn a switch 
and thc a ir is war med. If thc 
sun is too hot for you at noon, 
you can go to the cool, shady 
room where the elect r ic fam 
arc kept work ing, and a little 
farther on you can plunge into 
a wimm ing pool. . \ t dinner you 
can choose at will from the food 
and the drink provided in this 
mo t sumptuou- of hotel -are 
brought to you by magic. . . . 
If you trouble to mount a few 

Photo b~v Kl'""rth ]V!. Swc:;C)' 

. tcps to thc win:1css room, an obcdient 
,park will carry a question or a greeting 
to almost any ,pot on thc world's surface, 
and within tbe hour you will have an 
answer. ... 1\011' try to picture how the 
va liant nav igators who werc the fi r st to cross 
the ocean, . et forth, on ships little larger 
than fish illO' smacks, to cxplore the unknowll, 
exposed to all the vicissitudes of storm, to 
everv kind of pril'ation . No light whcn 
darkness had fallen; noth ing to drink but 
the b~ackish, lukcwarm water stored in 
hutt : nothing to cat but bi cuit that was 
often mouldy, and pickled pork that wa 

Courtesy, "The Xuulicul Ga:;dlc" . 

often rancid." 

A New Ship 's 
Fo'c 's'le, the 
new Tide 
Water Oil 
Co.'s t anke r: 
the S. S, 
Associated, 
Seis a High 
Sta ndard 
in Crew 
Quarte rs, 
Here Is 
Shown a 
Typical 
Bright and 
Airy C a bin 
F,tied to 
Accommo· 
d ate Two 
Me n as a 
Maximum 

Ye., ships havc changed, and seamen have 
changcd, and the Institute has helped to 
change conditions for seamen ashore, chang­
ing New York from "the worst sear rt ill 
the world" to the best. For the best IS nOlle 
too good for thc resolute mcn in whom 
we entrust our lives and good on all the 
waterways 0 f the world. 

To he lp us welcome these cafarers, 
Kindly send contributions to the 

SEAMEN'S CH URCH INSTITUTE 
OF NE W YORK, 

25 South St reet. 

"The traditions of the sea are a priceless heritage to all who have gone down to 
the sea in ships a nd will be equally potent for those who are to become seafare rs, 
Steel may have displaced timber as steam and electricity ha ve succeeded the pull 
or push of the breeze ag ainst canvas, but seamanship and courage a re still the 
gua rdians of the safety of those who a re afloat," 

A Sai ling 
Ship 
Fo'c's'le 

jJrU'l.UIl by 
Sl'/}I1!a1l 

(Jli,'er 
II""I/dell 
Sd,r'uk 

- tWD"R ICK STEP HENS 
President Brunx Board of T rade, speaking at thl' detlication of the )J'I.' W 
York Slate ~tcrchal1t ~Iarine Academy at Fort Schuyler, .\Iay 21, 1938. 



SEA~1E throughout the world 
will unite in extending their con­

gratulations to Mrs. Janet Roper, 
known over all the seven seas as 
"Mother Roper," who on July 12 
completed her forty-ninth year of 
devotion to the welfare of those 
who go down to the sea in ships. 
Since she was seventeen years old, 
when she began her career in Bos­
ton as a volunteer for the Boston 
Seaman's Friend Society, she has 
been engaged in her life-work 
among sailors. She married a Con­
gregational clergyman, interested in 
similar work at Gloucester, New 
Brunswick, and Portland, Oregon, 
until his death. 

In 1915, she became the house 
mother of the Seamen's Church In­
stitute in N e7.V Yark, with which 
she has remained. Since 1920, when 
at the request of hundreds of letters 
from relatives of seamen lost in the 
World \\Tar, she founded the Miss-

ing Seamen's Bureau at the Insti­
tute, he ha given most of her time 
to the work of locating those who, 
for one reason or another, have 
dropped out of sight. The records 
show that she has succeeded in find­
ing 5,327 men or ascertaining what 
had become of them. l\1any hl1n­
dreds have been restored to their 
families or friends. 

In connection with her work she 
is in constant correspondence with 
shipping masters and port captains 
in every port in the world. Her 
name and what she has clone for 
sailors are known in every quarter 
of the globe, and are never men­
tioned except with respect and ad­
miration. It would be difficult to 
find a woman who. throughout the 
years. has brought happiness to a 
greater number of individuals. 

Editorial ill the Waltham, Mass. 
"Trib1lIle", J1Ily 18, 1938. 

CL $.ai.1ffl1. Sw~ "llioaL"! 
August 1st, 1938 

Chaplain or Superintendent 
Seamen's Church Institute 
New York City. 

Dear Sir: 

I mailed a letter to Janet Roper. A 
girl friend of mine saw the addressed 
envelope that has caused me a little 
trouble. I'm sorry to trouble you for 
I kno~v everyone is kept pretty busy. 

But I would like to have you either 
send me a letter explaining just who 
Janet Roper is or one of your pamphlets 
that has her mentioned in it. 

I'd appreciate it if you can see your 
way clear to do this for me. 

Very truly yours, 

H. H. 

:'1r. H. 
Virginia. 
My dear Mr. H.: 

August 3, 1938 

Replying to your letter of August 1st 
with reference to our Mrs. Janet Roper. 

Mrs. Roper is the Institute's House 
Mother. She has been engaged in sea­
men's work for the past forty-nine years, 
and has been with the Seamen's Church 
Institute of New York for the past 
twenty-three years. Mrs. Roper is also 
in charge of our Mi sing Men's Bureau. 

She is a delightful soul and is prob­
ably better known by seamen throughout 
the world than any other living woman. 
From this her age will have to be esti­
mated, but I can assure you that regard­
less of years she is as youthful as she 
was more than half a century ago. 

Sincerely yours, 
(The Rev.) Harry J. Pearson 
Director, Welfare Department 
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'Wc are the little model 
ships 

That never put to sea, .J 
Though we are trim, and 

trig, and taut, 
.\s all good ships should 

be. 

.\nd some of us are clip­
pers talJ 

That travel far and 
fa st; 

A nd some are gallant 
argosies 

Complete from hull to 
mast. 

And manv little caravels 
Of sturdy beam and keel 

\~ith tap'ring masts and 
slender spars 

And tiny steering whe I. 

A re anchored here upon the shore 
Waiting a flowing tide 

To bear us far beyond the bar 
To where the sea is wide. 

To where the sea is wide and green, 
And seagulls mew and cry, 

With wash of waves about the bows, 
And overhead the sky. 

We want to hear thc skipper shout, 
"All steady as you go!" 

To hear them chantey up the sails 
With a hearty "Yo! Heave ho!" 

But skippers have we not, alas! 
Nor men to man the ropes. 

Mrs. Stacy O. Sears of Dobbs Ferry is 
the new Chairman of the Central Council 
of Associations, succeeding Mrs. A. R. 
Mansfield whose two years of splendid 
service as Chairman were terminated by 
her regretted and regrettable resignation 
due to illness. The Council's April meet­
ing was marJsed by resolutions of ap.pre­
ciation for Mrs. Mansfield and by the 
acceptance of Mrs. Sears' responsibility 
a new leader-a merciful coincidence 
inasmuch as continuity of leadership was 
so secured. 

Mrs. Sears assumes her task with a 
full working knowledge of Associations 
and Council, for she served as Director 
of the Hudson River Association for five 

Photo b)' COllytcsy of DIIPOllt . 

No cargoes lie within our holds 
Save our small store of hopes. 

And so through day of storm and shine 
"Though inland far we be," 

'vVe hear the ceaseless, throbbing voice 
Of the unresting sea. 

Calling, forever calling us 
To tropic lands a far-

To ports where anchor many ships, 
And stranger people are. 

And someday when the wind is fair 
And the tide is running free 

Just watch I You'll see our little fleet 
Go slipping out to sea! 

By Clarissa COllacrt. 

years and regularly attended Central 
Council meetings during Mrs. H. Schuyler 
Cammann's chairmanship. \~ith a con­
fidence inspired by Mrs. Cammann's train­
ing, Mrs. Sears began her official duties 
as presiding officer at the May meeting 
of the Council when Association Direc­
tors pledged their allegiance and wished 
her Godspeed. Mrs. Sears will meet "her 
public" on Octobe·r 26 at the postponed 
annual gathering of Association officers, 
members, and friend. A committee is 
planning a unique entertainment for this 
Get-Together and Tea with high hopes 
for a rallying of forces and a renewal of 
work. Save the date-October 26. 
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JiltdL fHand !J~ 
(Jta.~* 

By the Lookout Editor 

W Eare in the midst of a hurricane. 
Here arc my impres~ions ct down 

at random: 
We sailed from Vera Cruz on Vlcdne -

day evening, all passengers laden down 
with Mexican souvenirs- ilver, basket­
ware, leather good. \Vcdncsday was 
clear and warm, but toward nightfall a 
trong breeze blew up. To the uniniti­

ated, the idea of a tropical hurricane 
was not even suspected. But Captain 
O. H. :'.1artinson (who did not tell me 
this until later) had been receiving storm 
warnings frolll the U. S. \\feather Bu­
reau. Here is on(' of them: 

"Tropical storm with hurricane winds 
ncar center and gale over considerable 
area was centered one A. M. E. S. T. 
about three hundred twenty-five miles 
ea t northea. t of Tampico, ~Iexico 
moving we,tnorth-westward about 
fourteen miles per hour. Caution ad­
yi5ed all interests in path . torm 
warnings ordered displayed south of 
Corpu Christi to Brown. yil1e, Texas. 
Small craft should not venture into 
we tern Gul f of :'.fexico until further 
notice." 
My first consciou inkling of what our 

ship was encountering was about . ix 
o'clock thi morning, when I was awak­
ened by a gu t of wind and a huge wave 
which blew into our cabin. We are on 
A deck and, it being a warm night, we 
had left our door wide open. Our uit­
cases were floating around in six inches 
of watcr. r . tood up on the bed and 
looked out of the window. "Thi is no 
ordinarv storm," I remarked to my lm '­
band. "Take a look." \Ve gazed, fasci­
nated, at the . eething mass of waters 
which appeared to be tirred up into 
whirling shapes. There was no horizon 
-the ship . ccmcd to be in the center of 
a whirlpool. . n SO-mile wind roared in 
our cars. 

Hastily dre sing, \\'e emerged on deck. 
only to be swept headlong against the 
rail. Picking ourselves up, we moved 
cautiously along the heaving deck which 
appeared to be on a 90 degree .lant. 
Pa . sengers were huddled in the glass­
enclosed portion of the deck, some of 
them pitifully green with mal de mer, 

othcrs (like ours~I\'l:s), hcalthv bllt star­
ing fa cinated, awe-,trllck, at -the moun­
tainous waves which threatencd at any 
moment to brcak thc heavy gla 5 panes 
of the windows. But I saw no one actu­
ally frightened. Some looked resigned, 
but 1110 t 0 [ them expressed confidence 
in the stout ship and in the seamanship 
of her captain and crew. 

Stewards werc running hither and 
thither, bringing toa,t, bouillon (which 
spilled on the slippery, heaving decks), 
celery and apples to the pa sengers. But 
the mcn whom we all regarded with re­
. pect and admiration wcrc the deck crew 
-the able-bodied ,camcn and ordinary 
seamen attired in slickers and hip boot 
who bra\'ed the open portions of the 
deck to rig rope railings, to rope off 
dangerous parts near open stairways and 
hatche. , an(! who calmly went about 
their duties while the pa sengers reclined, 
helples ', in their deck chairs. 

r n the music room, smoking lounge, 
and bar, seamell were roping off table ' 
and chairs which had been swept in a 
heap into the center of the room by the 
force of the hurricane. Suddenly the 
wind shifts-my typewriter will not · tay 
on this table. More later .... 

The storm has subsided somewhat. I 
am told by a hip's officer that the worst 
is over. A passcnger, who is with the 
U. S. Steamboat Inspection Service and 
formerly captain of this hip when she 
wa the . S. Colomhia of the Colombian 
Line, explained to me that a hurricane is 
a bal1 or piral of wind, which, like a 
sno\\'bal1 rolling down hill. increases in 
size as it moves. I t5 motion is counter­
clockwise. A falling barometer is one of 
the signs 0 f an approach of a hurricane. 
(They are called hurricanes in the north­
ern hemisphere and typhoons in the south­
ern hemi pherc. They are on water 
what a cyclone is on land. Joseph on­
rad's story "Tvphoon" gives an excellent 
description of this ~t range phenomenon 
which causes all ships in its path a much 
trouble. I shall re-read this tory with 
greater interest and uncl er. tanding wh 11 
I get home.) 

Thi particlllar hurricane . tarted some­
where off the "Vindward Islands, made 

• By )Iarjorie Dent Candee, Editor. TilE LOOKOUT, in Rohert \Yildl'r's col limn " The 
Sun Deck." 

n('printeci fnml the Xcw Y ork "S\111'\ Scptcmher 6. 193ft 
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its way up toward the Yucatan Channel. 
Our Captain had hoped to dodge it, 
but thIS tIme luck was not with him. 
Our vessel is practically hove to-we 
are slowed down to about three knots. 
"A hurricane is like a woman-you 
mustn't fight or resist her too much. Give 
her sea rool11 and let the torm run its 
cour C." With our particular ship, she 
acts best if her head i kept into the 
WlIld. I f she gel turned sidcway.s the 
rolling and pitching are bad. C~Ptain 
Sundstrom of. the S. S. Dixie. during that 
hurncane whIch brought disa ter to hi 
. hip, tried likewise to keep her ill a head 
sca, but the constant shi ft of winds made 
it impossible. Thc heal'y rain broke the 
glass in the pilot housc and ruined hi 
electrical instrument. 
.... The worst i over. The Captain 

and ChId OffIcer have been on the bridge 
for more than 24 hours. \\fhat a trans­
formation from the jolly officers who 
csc?rted the ladi(·s in evening dres. cs to 
theIr table on that calm first night out. 
:-.Jow they arc sleepless and hollowed­
cye~I, but a triumphant gleam hines in 
theIr eyes. They have fought a terrific 
battle-man against nature-and man ha . 
won. All the ingenuity, geniu and skill of 
the nava l architect. plus all the seaman­
. hip of her ca~tain and crew-have brought 
the sturdy shIp through the hurricane. A 
group of pa . engers draw up a petition 
comme1.1ding' Captain 1fartinson for hi, 
consummate . kill in "delivcring u. all 
f rom a I\'atery grave", for "performing 
what scemcd like a miracle". All the 
passe.ng~r. . ign it, willingly, gratefully. 
and It IS taken to the aptain who ac­
knowledges the tribute with becominO' 
moclesty. gi\'ing credit to his officer; 
crew, and to the ~hip h('r,cl f. ' 

omeone a"ked an officer: if it was 
knowll. that a storm wa, approaching, 
why dIdn't w(' 11(',1\'(' to and wait until 
the storm passed, and the answer i. that 
storms arc contrary-sometimes a ship 
ha<; been known to wait for three days 
while the storm itself hesitates al~o: 
No-one must p-o on-keep schedules. 
From five to twch'c hurricane occur in 
the northern hemisphere each year. This 
wa ' the first olle our Captai'n had cn­
countered in three years. Some Captains 
are lucky. Other. try to dodge the hurri­
cane, and meet them, inevitably, three or 
four each ycar. It's all a matter of luck. 
But coming through a hurricane i far 
from a matter of luck. 
... At last. I ha\'e a chance to talk 

with Captain :'.fartin. on. He tell me 
that his biggest worry was a litt le island 
named Alacran which he succeeded III 

avoiding, and some submerged rocks. We 
wcrc blown about 30 mile off our course 
-as the course-recorder plainly showed 
in bright red ink-. The sea i calm 
~10W . r can :ce the horizon. All formalit); 
15 gone aboard ship. Passengers in pa­
Jamas and bathrobes are en1erging, talk­
I11g volubly. all relieved and thankful 
that the ordeal is over, looking forward 
to stepping foot on good old terra firma 
in Havana tomorrow. "What a tale we'll 
have to tell the folks when we <Yet home," 
they gloat. "We've been through a tropi­
cal hurricane." Uuman nature. One for­
gets easily the sufferings and remembers 
only the excitement of such all experience. 

WANTED: 
OVERCOATS AND SHOES 
Falling leayc and chilly winds are re­

minders that winter is closc at hand 
anc! mallY eamen will need overcoat~ 
and stOllt shoes. old weather always 
brin?,s ~n it. wake the dangers of pneu­
mOl1la, 1I1flucnza, colds and other illne ses 
from exposure. "ViII readers come to the 
rescue by sending us discarded pairs 0 f 
men's shocs, overcoats, woolen under­
wear. Kindly wrap and mail them to ollr 
\iI{.elfare Department, 25 South Street, 
~ew Y rk, . Y. We mllst not havc 
our "Slop Che t" empty when winter 
arrives, and needy seamen come to u 
for clothing. 
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"THE MAKING OF A SAILOR", by Alan 
Villiers. 
vVilliam )'10rrow & Co. $4.00. 

Alan Villiers' new book an wers many 
Question about the Scandinavian school­
ships. The book also gives, in chronologi­
cal order, a splendid photographic story 
of how boys aboard the square-rigger 
"Joseph Conrad" became sailors. For 
those who love the picturesque beauty of 
sail, this is a unique portfolio of 191 
st riking marine "shots" which should be 
in every marine library. With the kind 
permission of the author and publisher, 
we shall reproduce from time to time in 
THE LOOKOUT some of these beauti­
f ul marine photographs. 

)'L D. e. 

"CASTAWAY BOATS", by Victor Slocum. 
Color illus. by Chas. Rosner. $3.00 
Lee, Furman Inc. 

The author is the son of one of our 
most famous sailing ship "skippers" and 
is him elf a retired Master Marine r. 
Consequently, his collection of stories of 
the breath-taking adventures of 14 small 
boats is authoritative and unadorned by 
the landlubber's penchant for embellish­
ment The yarns are told with ufficient 
vividness and dramatic sense to capture 
the reader' imagination and to arouse a 
new adm iration for the undoubted courage 
o f these seamen who accomplished the 
seemingly impossible. Mr. Rosner's il­
lustrations add color, and the author' s 
maps ' howing the voyages give the nar­
rative more meaning. 

"300,000 SEA MILES"; Autobiography by 
Admiral Sir Henry Pelly. 
Chatto and Windus. 8s 6d. 

Admiral Pelly's autobiography is sig­
nificant because it covers a period in 
which many change have taken place in 
both the technique of naval warfare and 
in naval training and discipline. He went 
to sea first in 1883 as Junior aval 
Cadet in H.M.S . Sapphire, under sail, 
commanded the "Tiger" under Admiral 
Beatty in the world war, and completed 
his service as Senior Naval Officer at 
Gibraltar in 1923. Side by side with some 
important factual data he gives us many 
informal and amu.sing anecdotes of naval 
life. A .W.e. 

"OFF IN A BOAT", by Neil Gunn. 
Faber and Faber. lOs 6d. 

Mr. Gunn is a Highlander whose nat­
ural love for the out of doors finally 
drove him to forsake his office, buy a 27 
foot boat, and with his wife as crew, 
undertake a cruise down the West Coast 
of Scotland. The descriptions and photo­
graphs of this rugged coast are mo t al­
luring, and the success of the inexperi­
enced skipper and crew in learning the 
ways of a boat may prove a dangerous 
challenge to others weary of some com­
monplace occupation ashore! 

A.W.e. 

"WATCHMEN OF THE SEA", by Glen 
Perry. 
$2.00. Scribner's. 

. . . The r eflection arises, as one 

"THE ROLLING WORLD" by 
Hallet. ' 

reads the to ry of the Coast Guard 
A.'vV.e. since Alexander Hamilton fir st organized 

the R evenue Service, that they are prob-
Richard ably the most versatile men on earth, 

H oughton ~lifflin . $3.00. 
The reviewer recommend this book for 

its freshness and vigorous style as well 
as for its content. It might have been 
just one more autobiography I Because 
Mr. Hallet has proved his seamanship, 
first shipping on a square-rigger in 1912, 
and later, having achieved a 3rd Mate's 
license during" the war, serving as officer 
on tramp ships carrying horses and cargo 
for the Allies, his book deserve a place 
in a nautical library. Seamen will be 
appreciative of his exploits and I can 
predict their absorbed interest in all of 
the remini scences. A .W.e. 

including the sea and the sky. The mere 
lists of j ob- thel are expected to do as 
regular routine work is staggering .. . . 
What 1fr. P erry of The Sun staff has 
done is to select a number of thrilling 
and dramatic episodes and report them 
accurately. It is a great story .... This 
is the truth about the Coast Guard; but 
is not the whole truth. The glorification 
of a service is an entirely worthy object, 
and the blessed thing about these men is 
that nothing you can say about their reso­
lution, their fortitude, their resourceful­
ness and modesty will transcend the 
truth. (Excerpts from a review by 
William ~1'cFee in THE SUN.) 

12 THE l 0 0 K 0 U T OCTOBER 

"lila) I take lhi, oppurtunity (If ctJn­
gratulating the jlhtitutl: on thl' c:xccllc:nl 
production uf TJ IE LOOKOUT' I £l:e1 
sure it has tht' wide cirnllati tl ll IIh ich 
it ccnailll" ril' .,l'rn·s." 

" .\1,,, \\<tnt"cl tu '~II hilI\' 111111'h I liked 
till' ,':1guing' i ' ,L1t: ,,(TIl I-. LO()KULJT. 
\ ery gl'nuinl" 1 thought." 

C .II'T II" FE 1.1 x Rmsl';!,(IJI'RG 
«(llI/lrol' ) 

, -Gr,(1l«;I': F. 1');011 I.E"; 
"1 ClljOY T1I1': l.()UI·()l.)T alHI I 

ilHagilll' m<111) otlll'r people liu." 
(Scc'.\'. Sl·"j,,/'I' ''S ' h'dl/CIlII (11I SO'; ie,') 

"Ye,lL'rriay as brave anrl ga llant a cargn 
of sea talc:, ;b I\',',,!: read in a Inng' 
time ,ailed in I>n the .\llgust lllllllhn oi 
THE LOOKOUT. Ollr mutto i, 'Lollk 
fur the Lnlll",ut.'" 

IlRllOKs \/'1-;1 ,,0;>'; (drllllllllic crilic) 

"1'uur . \ l1gu,t llllllliJlT \\,:1' pLTl1liarly 
I11tcrc,ting'. ExpericllCl'S lit seamCll, phi­
Ilhoph.l IIf liie oi ,eall1t'll, a"piration uf 
" ':Jlllc'l1 ililrigllt· IllC In ·111l·llClol1,ly.'' ~ ITII I); lET. S. Ow,.; 

(wllllllliisl) REI. ('II 'RIIS 1.1-:1115 1~ le;(;.-

"'TIlE LOOKOUT' is a source oi 
information and a pica . me, Sll when yuu, 
as Editor, are lahoring; on the next issue, 
remember th;,t II't' who art' Oil the lltllt'r 
,ide, arc inll'rcsl\'d anrl apPl'l·ciativl'." 

":\[ay .I exkl1t.l 111.1' l'''l1~ratlllations 011 
the .\ug'l1,t llumhl'r "t THE J.(l{)KOUT. 
It is till' 1110St interl·,ting' COJlY I have 
L'yer SCl'11. Such all l'xcl'lkllt idea alld 
-I) \\'l'1I L·xl·cllted." 

-VEIl .I S . .It·I I RE (slri/> wl/ ,'(/"") -\\' .111..\(.; BORocr.n 

HAVE YOU SUBSCRIBED FOR ALL YOUR FRIENDS? 
12 ISSUES FOR ONE DOLLAR. 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES TO MERCHANT SEAMEN 
BY THE 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 

FROM JANUARY I TO SEPTEMBER I , 1938 

193,780 
74,846 

501,461 
204,865 

17,293 
8,001 

2,850 

34,105 
8,399 
5,715 
3,771 
3,502 
2,184 

58,224 

1,779 
230 
650 

$145,928. 
13,114 

7,414 
1,272 

Lodgings (including n· li d beds). 
Piece ' 0 f Baggage handled. 
Sales at LunchelllleltL: and l\l'"I<llll'ant. 
Sale at:\f ew' Stanc!o 
Patronized BarhlT, Tailur ancl T .<lumI1'l'. 
_-\.ttended 396 J\L'ligious S(T\,icL'~ at" J li st illite and U. S. 

Marine Ho ' pitals, 
Cadets and Seamen at It'lli kd 380 Leclures III :\ [I'rchallt 

~Iarille School; 141 new ~tt1(knls enrolled. 
Social Service lnterviews. 
l\elief Loans. 
Indi\'idual Seaml'n rl'cei"ed Rt' lid. 
Bell'].;:" and 54,082 magazines distr illUted. 
Pieces I1f clothing, anel 653 knitted . \rtic1es distrilJl1ted. 
Treated in Dental. E,·l' . Ear-:\f()se-Throat and Thledical Clinics. 
Attended 120 entertainments. I1lllving- pictures, athletic activi-

ties, concerts and lectures. 
. \ttcnd:tl1ce in .\ppn'l1tices' ROlllll. 
.\ rissill~ . ('amen found. 
Pllsiti()ns secured for Seamen. 
DepositecJ for 2,353 Seamen in Banks. 
_\.ttendance in Jo~eph Conrad LiLrary. 
Telephone Contacts with Seamen. 
Visils til Ships hy rnstitl1te representatives. 
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