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T I II ~ hazard:; of the 
~l'a are many, but 

there i~ prohably none so 
ag'tllizillg- to those who 
ha ,'l' l(l\Td OIll'S Oil hoard, 
as \\·hell a 'hip si mply 
di"appl'ar,;. . uch wa ' 
the 1( )~ErH :'lEDILL. 
the ' world' s large t all
welrled ship whi ch last 
l110m h 1 \\ . clncsrlay. j an-
uan' 22ncl ) \\'as an
lllJl;ncl'd as lost a fter an 
eightt'l'n months search. 
TlltI~ "he joined the 
rail k~ 0 i many famous 
\'e:~l'i . whose (ate has 
11e\'('I' I'e'ell lea rIled: the 
eyC l.l )PS, the KO-
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BI ~ ;(lL\\,;( , the CITY ~d .. ~mnt--=-
() F B () S T 0 K, the Reprinled from "Sai/ Ifo" by Gordo" (;"",1 

CITY OF LONDO::\' , " Outward Bound" ... perhaps never to retu rn. 

the TE:'II'EST. the U~ITED from the face of the ocean with 
l-:lX(;i)OM. the ClTY OF Gr.:\ s- her crew of eighteen . Thi s 'mod
(;0\\' . the .\L.:ROR. \. the SCr\~- ern tragedy was revealed whe11 her 
DERL\, the ZA:':ZIB.\R. the owners. The Chi cago Tribune. re
~.\RO:\IC. the STRAITS OF luctanth' announced the end of the 
DOYER, the W .I\RAT.\H and a search for the \'esse1. She was de
host nj others which \'anished, lea\,- signed to be used on the e reat J ,akes 
ing n(, t race whatsoever. to freight paper for the Tribune. 

In the e day of radio, how can \Vith the special permi s. ion of the 
such a m),steriou ' disappearance oc- Briti h Board of Trade she sailed 
Ct1r~ This i a logical question to without radio equipment. Appre
ask. Interviewing ships' officers in hension for the arety of the ship 
the lohbies of the JJlslitu/(' the and her crew began to be felt when 
l ,oo/"(lU! editor heard mam' interest- three or four weeks elapsed with 
illl{ lhenri e. adYanccc1. 'The J O- 11 0 report of the ship ileing sighted, 
SL pn :'[ED ILL sailed r rOI11 :.: ew- al though she presumably followed 
ca tie. England on .'\ ugust 10. 193-1- the hea\'ily traveled steamship lanes 
and headed across the summer :eas across the . \ tlantic. The owners 
for . \ merica . She was never seen chartered the auxil iary chooner 
nOr heard of again. She vanished MARIE Y\'O:\:\I~, eq'uipped with 



a radio. to omb the :--':orth __ \tlantic 
in the po ' ible hope of rescuing sur
viyor who might be adrift in small 
boats, After eighteen months the 
search was abandoned as hopeless, 

Not a tick, nor spar, nor splinter 
could be found which could be 
identified with the J 0 EP J-I 1\ [£
DILL '\That happened to her? 
Some 0 [ the seamen at the Institute 
expressed the opinion that she 
struck a submerged iceberg, Others, 
that he wa struck by lightning. or 
had dcfecti\'e navig-ation instru
ment, Other. that there micrht 
have been a death 0 f the captain 
and mutiny or that she f ol1ndered 
in a hurricane, , \ icw supersti
tious ones prefer to believe that 
ome trange marine animal swal

lowed her up, In olden times. be
fore explorations had opened up 
ne\,' trade routes, one of the com
mon rea on ad,'anced when a ship 
vanished was that saYage tribe 
from i lands had wa."laid the "hip, 
clestroyed her ancl de\'oured the 
crews f Charle Robert 'Patterson, 
noted marine artist. when discussing 
the subject of mysterious disap
pearances of ship,. quoted from an 
article published in the California 
Nautical Magazine of 1862 as fol
low, : "Famine and drought ought 
never to occur in merchant vessels 
but we hear repeatedly 0 f merchant 
ships requiring supplie from pas -
ing vessels. and it is too mt1ch the 
practice to carry ALL the provi
sion of water on deck. which is 
liable to be washed overboard at 
any moment." "lith a taning. 
thirsting cre,,' and officer. ship 
are not properly manned and a se
vere gale will end them to Davey 
Tones' locker. ;\11'. Patterson recalled 
the experience 0 f an old ea cap
tain who reported haying , cell a 
large sailing hip tuck in an ice 
field (while rounding Cape Horn ) . 
He was unable to reach her with 

his uwn ship becau e of the icc. and 
he carried to hi elyinCT day the 
memory of the helpless, starving 
crew aboard her resia-ned to heir 
fate. 

Mis: C. Fox Smith. in her hook 
"Ocean Racers." describes the KO
BE).lI-L \ X which di appeared in 
1928. She wa a beauti ful big Dan
ish steel five-masted cadet auxiliary 
sailing ship. She left Montevideo, 
Drug-uay on December 28th, hound 
for Au tralia, ancl wa never heard 
from. She carried a crew of over 
200 young Dani h boys. "The Mar
ket trand at Falmouth, when I 
saw her" (writes Mi s Smith) 
"looked as if the old day of the 
grain neet had come again. with 
all those fine fairhaired lads 5troll
ing along the streets ... It is hard 
to see why none of her small boats 
should have reached land. or why 
her wireless should haye failed to 
function, .. The probability is that 
the missing hip turned turtle 
through being truck bv a . uelden 
squall when she was uncler a heayy 
pressure of sail. There are a hun
dred and one contingencies which 
may result in the loss 0 f eyen the 
mo t sea\yorthy and well-founel of 
ships, and one of the queere. twas 
that which befell a ship caller! the 
ECLIPSE while on pas age from 
Xewcastle to San Franci co. The 
ship was struck bv a meteorite 
which crashed right throug-h the 
deck and so into the sea. The crew 
pumped for four dav. and inm 
nights hut to no purpo' e and finally 
took to the boats ju t in time be
fore she foundered." 

During the World 'Var the 
U.S.S. CYCLOPS (named for the 
Titan in the Hesiodic legend who 
foraed Zeus' thunderbolts) left 
Barbacloe , " Test Indie on 'Y[arch 
4, 1918 with a crew of 309. bound 
for Baltimore, 1\1(1. She \\'a never 
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rcp(lrt ld and her disappearancL' wa~ 
con:idcred a mystery until recently 
the 1\ :wy Department learned that 
a homll had been placed in her en
"'i nl' rllom 11\' German agents. 
" L -~l1ally. a :hip's di5~ppearance 
reel·in·, only inconspicuous notices 
in the daily press, for there i noth
ing- ihat can he written. No fire, 

He Chased the 5.5. Reliance. 

CAPT AI.0J Hans Kieff, who 
chased the Hamburg-American 

liner Reliance 8,000 miles acros 
the ,-\ tlantic and hack again, con
tilllll'cl the pursuit another 5,000 
milt'~ tn Rio de Janeiro and there 
"caught" the Reliance and ailed 
with her on a ,,'orld cruise January 
26th. 

Captain Kier'f's strange chase be
gan when, as 'ignecl to the R elial/ce 
as stall captain, he took the /)ellisch
land to Germany to join her there. 
But the De/flschlllnd ran into 
storm:-. was delayed, and wilen he 
arriw'd in H<l1111;l1I'g-. the Relial/ce 

no liT ·cli:. 1111 clllli~ilin. nil ni si" ',1) 

chrllnicl!.' 11111." colljl'dmc, ()ur 

heart g-o out in sympathy to the 
relatives 0 f the officer,; and crew 
of the JO.EPlf :-fl~D",L \\'ho 
anxiousl~' awaited word .• md as each 
ucceeC!iilg- month hrought no ,,'ord 

-allxietv turned to fear. and fi
nally to -e1e pair. 

had ailed. He sailed 011 the 
Ellropa which l1l1der normal condi
tioll~ would have o\'ertaken the Re
lial/((' at sea (and he would ha\'e 
transferred to her in mid-ocean) 
but the Ellropa was delayed by 
storms and the Reliance arrived in 
New York harbor, still without her 
staff captain. The Line's officials 
then hoped that the Europa would 
meet the Reliance outward hound at 
Quarantine, hut winter storm. pre
vented the Ertropa from arri"ing 
until the next day. 

At this point the Line" loyalty 
to the sea wavered. T t was decided 
to have Captain Kieff board a Pan
American Airways plane from New 
York, due to arri\'e in Brazil way 
ahead of the Reliance. On secone! 
thought, however. they decided to 
fight it out along the same line if 
it took all winter, and so Captain 
Kieff sailed on the Eastern Prince 
(thus making it an Anglo-German 
alliance) and as we go to press the 
good neil's come, that this hip 
reached Rio where the personable 
Captain at long last met his ship. 

Captain Kieff is the son of a sea 
captain and has a long record of 
service with the T~lal1lburg- i\llleri
can Line, sen-ing as captain 011 vari
OllS ships. I-lis pleasing' per onality 
won for him the plaudits of many 
passengers and since on a world 
cruise it is a great a set to have a 
popular captain the Line selected 
him for this job. 
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CL $.Jllt -m.adJL ?rl.aJtinJL t'lJttil1t, 
EOITOR'S NOTE: H' e are always very proud whell aile of ollr lorol soiIOI'III{,I~ 

lIl~/:es flood. 111 Ihe ,Pasl few .)'e~rs we have. walched Charles RoslI(,l' grow ill his 
'l(fO~/Z as a lIIarllle arllsl. The Institute, recoglU:::lIIg his gellHille lalelll, has sold mallY 
0, liS palllllllgs 10 Ihe pllblte. 011(' day z~e asked hilll 10 1('1/ liS of Ilis experiellc('s at 
s( a (llId how he "(,collie a sel/-lIIade lIIarllle (lrlisl. Dill' illlen,iew wilh hilll /01/01(ls: 

"I DO)J'T K)J \V why I ever 
. went to sea. r guc's it was 
JU t l<ate," said Charles Rosner. "I 
had no ancestors, no relati yes, no 
f ri en ds who had chosen the sea as a 
pro f ession," he continued. Fl11'ther 
que. tioning of the younO' marine 
arti . t disclosed . however. that 
dreamy summers spent on the 
shores of the Baltic durinO' his 
childhood influenced him to become 
a seaman. Although his father was 
a phy ·ician. he \'o\ve<l that as . oon 
a hi ' formal chooling was com
pleted, he would :eek the "windy 
green unquiet sea, the realm of 
::\lobv Dick." 

True to hi childhood vow, at the 
age of 16,. he shipped on a lovely 
~ ray mor1l1ng aboard the training 
ship "I)rillc('ss J:'itel Friederic"'~. 
"She \vas then brand ncw," he ex
plained, "and beautiful to behold 
but what a disappointment she turn~ 
ed out to be! The di cipline and 
military drill were a trict as on 
any hattleshi p. I macle two 10nO' 

. I b voyages Jll leI' and then signed on 
the four-mastecl bark Tf'allmr('. one 
of the large. t ships eyer built. I 
nearly lost my Ii fe on her first trip 
w.hen \\'e were loading a cargo of 
llltrate and when the last slinO' of 
nitrate came into the hatcl~ it 
caught me and crushed me ag~inst 
the other acks. It wa clu ring my 
stay aboard this vessel that I wit
nessed the death of a shipmate who 
fell from aloft and was lost at sca. 
The ~Valk/(re wa slow and a brute 
to teer, and e pecially in a heavy 
following. ea she kept the Old Man 
on hi feet for days, and he would 
under no circumstances leave the 

His Fingers Itched for a P~int Brush. 

quarter deck. For [our 1110nths 
coming home from . \ nto f aga ta we 
saw land only once. I began to 
wonder i ( this world had 110t 
changed into an endless ocean and 
all the land had disappeared below 
the lVaters. But one icy cold day 
in January \\'e sighted good old 
England. \Ve must have looked a 
sight! one of us had washed his 
face or hands for weeks. our clothes 
were filthy and our hair and beard 
long and unkempt. On top of our 
misery signs 0 f scm\')' hroke out 
among the cre\\' ancl the suffering 
of tho e afflicted was dread f ul. For 
all this we recei\'ecl about 35 marks 
($8.00) a month." 

"Didn't all tlli discourage you 
f 1'0111 going to sea again ?, we asked. 

'·\Vell. 1 stayed home until early 
Spring." replied Rosner with a 
laugh, "but then the wanderlust got 
the be t of me and the call of the 
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sea prm'ed irresistible. I signed a 
ordinary seaman on the full-rigged 
ship .ven'us. I .ater. after another 
attempt at staying a ·hore. I 'ailed 
aboard the ship IlL'l'bal. The mate 
t 11 rn l'rI out to be the most notorious 
helldriver that en.' r knocked a luck
le:s sailor into the leescu]lper . ()ur 

only \\'ay oi gctting e\'en with him 
was the old practice 0 f throwing 
ships' gear overboard . . \ fter our 
arrival in Iql1ique I 'jumped hip' 
leaving all m)' pay and 1110St 0 [ my 
belonging. Btlt I found enough 
work ashore: tried Ill)' hand at 
hOllsepainting. bar 1'00111 weeping 
and in the copper mines." 

"But didn't you clo any drawing 
or painting o[ ships at this time?" 
we a. ked. 

"I never had the slightest desire 
to paint," he replied "until one day 
Fate must have taken a hand in 
my career. I chanced to see a sea
man painting a ship and it was so 
terrible that m)' fingers itched to 
get at that paint and hrushes. 0 

I began by lettering the name of 
the ship on the lifehelt. The offi
cers complimented me on these and 
on m)' next trip I bought some 
water color and began to paint seas 
and skics uncler all conditions: sun
risc, sunset, sl( rm. calm. I had 
no canvas so I paintecl them on 
the lids of sea che~ts and some of 
the crew eYen let me paint sailing 

ship. on their manly chests. 1 grad
ually learned how to mix oils to get 
the colors I wanted." 

Tt \Va finally a girl who made 
him give up his seafaring career 
and. rcmemhering his avocation, 
painting. he . et to work in earnest 
to mak it h is real vocation. 0 

no\v he has changed his course, 
moored hi: ship on goocl dry land, 
works long~ hours in his stuclio on 

ity Jsland. But just a few feet 
from his hou e lies the little loop 
Sally at her mooring. and when 
th wincl is fresh and the. ea chop
py. he and his wife cast off and 
go sailing clown the Sound. 

11 r. Rosner's marine scenes are 
very colorful. He 0 hen paints the 
old hips he sailed on : the Prill cess 
Eitel Fried ('ric/,. the TVal/m r(' the 
N are/(s, the JJ erberl and ~lany 
others. but time has softened his 
memory 0 f the hardships he experi
ence(1. so when one looks upon his 
ship pictl1l'es, with bright blue water 
and fleecy clouds in the calm sky, 
one says, "H O\\' beauti ful it must 
have been in those old days!" His 
original paintings (made to order of 
an~' . hip) cost 35.00 (size 24" x 
18") an d may be ordered through 
Tl-TE LOOT,OUT editor. He 
gi\'cs a generou. commission to the 
IlIslilllte on every painting ,,·hich 
we sell. 

THE SH IP 
By Lel~nd Stowe 

I am a . hip that's plied the ea too long For such a ship to tire of torm and 
Has skirted siren hore and been gale. 

caressed 
By far too many winds. Always the que t Al1d trackle s wastes I thought could 
Of treasure and advcnture drove me on. never be. 
H eedlcss of the tides forbidding to the But now your green deep harbour holds 

. trong the sail 
11il1(lIes. of dangers on the breaker's That'. left behind the restless nomad sea. 

crest 
lfinc was the bark that knew no 

anchored rcst. 
The ship that sailed when charts were 

rig-ht or wrong. 

Xow swings Illy bark at anchor do e 
to hore 

And smiles to think that it will sail no 
more. 
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Courtesy} J1Ietfo-Gold'w:Y Jl ·Jlaycr 

A Scene in the Admiralty Court from the Motion Picture "Mutiny on the Bounty". 

IF YOl.; sa\\" the mO\'ing picture "Mutiny on the Bounty" 
you doubtless remember the stirring scene in the \dmiralty 

court when I· ranchot Tone in the role of Roger Byam make:; an 
el qnellt appeal for fair treatment of seamen: 

"\Ye don't ask for more 11l0ney-\\"c don't ask 
for comforts," he pleads, "all \\"e ask is to be 
giHn a decent chance to do our duty willingly and 
\\"ithout floggings!" 

H.M.S. BOUNTY 
.1787-J7JO 

SI)JCE the Societ):'s beginning ' in 183: and the {ocu~ing on 
seamen's work 111 1842, the Seamen s Church Instltutc of 

~ , ew York has striven to improve the status of seamen b th 
afloat and ashore. It helped to abolish the vicious practice of 
shanghaiing. It in tituted free radio medical service for ships 
at sea, thereby saying hundreds of seamen's lives in emergencies. 
1t instigated legislation requiring first-aid examinations for 
all ships' officcrs, life-boat certificates for all able-bodied sea
men, and many other laws designed to promote safety of life 
at sea and safety of character on land. 

Won't you end a generous contribution to aid the Institute 
in its work of welfare and benevolence among the men of the 

The world has come a long way since that e\'entful trial sea? As alway, \\'e look again this year to our loyal fricnds 
which reformed the British Navy and heIr ed to bring "C~llllen for support. Blustering March winds call insistently for relief 
a fair deal. The requirement of a daily ration of lime juice to for genuine unemployed seamen. Federal direct relief has 
prnent scun'Y among the crews ,,,Tas one of the earlie t innova- stopped and \\"e 11/ltst help the needy and. teer them to jobs. 
tions. 
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Kindly send I Or checks to 

Seamen 's Church~itute of New York 
25 South StrE tw York, N. Y. 
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He Requested the "Welcome Home" Flags, 

I
T W .'\ S snowing hard. A 
• per feet setting [or an old-

~ s [ashione:1 111elod l~a111a. But 
such th111gS don t happen, 

today. ?\o: Well . read 011. 1nto the 
Institu/e's Social Service Depart
ment walked a bewildered little old 
lady. Bewildered. Lost. Straight 
fr0111 the Cunard T .ine piers she 
had come to the only place-the 
only addre.-s she knew in Iew 
York: 25 South Street. 

The little old lady wa ' English 
and her hu hand, a Dutch sea cap
tain. had promi sed to mcet her at 
the ship. . \ fter a rough and stormy 
pas age on the Frallcollia she was 
::ounting on the reassuring smile of 
her robust husband to greet her at 
the dock. \ Vhat a state she was in 
when 110 familiar COlln tenance could 
she see among the groupo f people 
gathered to welcom c the voyagers! 
Frantic. she hailed a taxi and gave 
the Institute's address. 

,\ careful search of our officers' 
room re\'ea1cd the fact that her hu -
band was not ill the building, But 
ympathetic shipmates who knew 

him volunteered the in formation 
that he wa probably Ii ving in Pat
erson, N.]. \Yhile his wi fe waited, 
our social service department o-ot 
busy, Sleuth ing is their 'trong s~it, 
but there were not many clew' . 
Only the name of the town where 
he wa. beli e\'ed to haye a job, The 
search covered a wiele area. and in
cluded many telephone calls. Q ues
tioning of the little old lady result
ed in the fact that he had a bank 
account in Pater Oil , fo r he had sent 
her a draft with which he had pur
chased her steamship ti cket, but he 
always u ed "25 South Street" as 
his mailing address, She didn't 
know which bank but the social 
worker, by sheer process 0 [ elimi
nation, finally I arned the bank, 
talked with the President , found 
that the captain did hm'e an account 
there and tim. learned the address 
of the lodging house where he 
li ved. 

The bewildered wi fe, somewhat 
reassured, wa: e corted by ferry 
and train to Pater on, met the land
lady but learned that her husband 
was out on a job and would not o-et 
back until late that evening. TI~en 
began the seemingly endles wait. 
But all's well that cnds well and the 
couple were happily reun ited be fore 
the clock struck ten. The Captain 
had understood that hi s wife was 
coming on the next voyage of the 
Franconia. 

He had heen "on relie [" at the 
Institu/e and then had secured tem
porary work in Paterson. SOOI1 
a he had saved enough for hi s 
wi fe's steamship ticket he had sent 
for her to come back to this coun
try where, in the days before de-
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pression. he had cOlllmanded a 
coast\\'i 'e-vessel and he had li\'ed 
comtoltably on a farm in upper 
1\ ew York State. \ Yi th hi s fina l 
saying he purchased a second-hand 
car and the day after their reunion 
the couple set forth in a snowstorm 
for Cali fornia where a teady job 
had been promised him. 

few day later the social work
er responsible for their reunion re
ceived thi s letter: 

J u. t a line to let you know my 
husband and I have arrived in T exa . 
'vVe are snowbound. ncommon for 
this part of the globe. I am so thank
fu l for the way you treated me the 
day I arrived in ~ew York. It meant 
a whole lot to me as I wa so worried . 

\"ould dea rly love to hear from you 
if ever you can find time. :\11'. K. 
was so sorr,' not to have been there 
to meet me' and he ays he mi 5 ed 
seeing the Ilislill/le Rags out.* He 
wi he, 10 be remembered to 11 r s. 
Roper also h joins m<.: in sending 
our thanks and best wishes to you . 
Write to us at General Delil'ery, 
San P ed ro. 

*Thc l'cferclice 10 Ihe flag J is that 
Captain K, had p/allllrd a real welcome 
for his wife alld had asked I he Institute 
10 be Slll'e, regardless of Ihe weal her, to 
1I0llg 01/ 1 Ihe "I fll'/COIIIl' H Ollie" flays on 
0111' roof. All Ihis had bel'lI arrolllJed 
weeks in advallee of 1/11' wifc's arri7'al 
and he had promised 10 let liS kllow the 
e.t'ael dO)1 and h01/r. 

Only another example of what we 
mean by SOCl, L SERV[CE. 

(In, lJzJL $.un., (/)JldL 
By Robert Wilder * 

CA~~ him Battery Bill. Once. so many years ago that he finds the time 
, ddIlcu]t to remember, people rei e.rred to him as the Quigley boy who 

11\'ed at 9 tate Street and trom l1lor1l1ng to night was to he f01111e1 play ing 
around th water [r nt. ' 

i.'dy-one yea rs ago, he was 12 at in Quarantine r or five day' lest 
the time. \\,illiam Quigley found they hring in "the fc\'er." -
him el[ in posse ' sion of a rowboat These days Bill patrols the Bat
and became Battery B ill. the boat- ter)" marking with an experienced 
man. Today he i a ruddy-faced eye the tide ' turn and the neYer
man of 73, clear eved and with a endj n~ parade of marine traffic past 
fllle set to his shot~lders, who will the tIP of l\Ianhattan, and th inks 
tell you tales of :\ ew York when what a rare fine thing it i for a 
sailing vessel packed the harbor man to be able to \\'ait out the days 
and Ii r e along South Street and the ~vhi ch a re to come in such sUITouncl-
Battery was a robust. two-fi ted 1110-S. 
devil take the hindmost alTair. an(\ Bi ll owns his own home in Brook-
he pulled a strong pair o[ ars with Iyn. ha s money in the bank and 
the hest 0 [ them. dabbles now and then in the tock 

Battery Bill i retired now, al- market. but the fam ily 10110' ago 
thougb i'O~l will never wring such gave up any idea that he might de
an adll~ J SSIOn from his lips. H i \'elop into what i ' known as a "solid 
pro f eSSlOn belongs to another era, citizen ," T he fog clri fting ovcr the 
:r1wn great cl ipper hips came roar- bay. the salt wind. which blow in 
IIlg clown on the lower bay, old -:\1r ·. through the ;..Jarrows and the 
O'Connor's lunch rOom stood in thr?aty bellow of hips working 
the middle of Wall Street, and hips thell' way down the channel. make 
from Havana and Rio were held an irresi tible combination for a 
'Reprilli ed from THE SUN, Jam.ary 3D, 1936, oy s!>ee;,,1 permi.'si." of lite Alliitor. 
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man with so many mCl110ri 'S, so 
Bill drops around the Battery each 
day just to keep an eye on things. 

The Boatmen. 
Bill operated one of the first 

shipping ncws service, although 
thi was only a idc1ine and few 
sa\"e the reporter who co\"ered the 
water front knew of hi efforts on 
behalf of the Fourth Estate. 

''I'd be rowing about the har
bor," he said. "an' going from ship 
to ship would pick up new. of 
oeld things that had happened. I'd 
talk to the mates and the crew. 
get Illy 'tory and then row hack 
to the Barge Office, that was where 
the Staten Island ferry slip is !lOW. 
Sam \\ oocl. a fine reporter he was 
an' irol11 your own paper, I mincl 
it well - the old :'Iforning Sun, 
would take the storY and then make 
the other hoys chi 1) in a dollar or 
so. . ometimes the\' would \I'ant 
to be rowed out to tfle hoat and 1'd 
collect a dollar each. 

"T'm rcmc1l1he'ring a timc 110'N 

wl1t"n 1 rowed out to the Hritish 
Prince and as T lay Illy hand along 
her side the kin i near burned 
off. Say ], there is something 
funny ahout this, ,0 T go aboard, 
han' a look around and then go 
rowing hell for breakfast hack to 
the Barge Office-the A 'sociated 
Pres Ship Tews office, it wa then. 

.. Sam," I says-this being the 
same Sam \Vood J\'e tolel you about 
-"that British Prince is on fire!" 

,. '. nd how would you be know
ing that?' Sam asks. I show him 
my hand and the boys write their 
stories, telling how the coal in the 
"essel i afire - and this, mind you, 
two whole day ' hef ore the owner, 
whn didn't want the trouhle known, 
officialh' announced that the hunk
er wel:e Illouldering." 

In Bill's heyday there were thirty 
or more boatmen who did a lively 
trade with incoming vessels. From 

the.; :'IlaritiJl1l' Exchang they would 
get information that a ship wa~ due 
and into their rowboats they w ulcl 
go. 

The Long Haul. 
"Tn those cJays"- (there i a slight 

hurr in Bill's voice hut h can't 
explain it), "the captains 0 f the 
vessels did all of the purcha 'ing 
and it was u ually the butcher. 
produce man, or hip's chandler who 
got aboard first that g t the \"es
scI': busincs. . I'd load 111y butcher 
into the hoa t, 111 a y be it \\'otil d be 
the baker, The oth I' boys of cour e 
had their 111en all eager to get a line 
aboard the hip. \\ e'd catch a 
to\\, on a taten Island ferry, drop 
ofT when she was making ready 
to turn in, catch another hitch on 
a freighter, trung out behind her 
like a bunch of decoy clucks. \\'e'd 
get out beyond the 1-:T ook ancl then 
maybe the freighter would turn 
down coast. Then's \I'hen we'd 
all clrop off ancl row like hell an' 
kecp rowing until we met the in
coming, hip. ometime of course 
we \\'oulcln't be lucky enough to 
catch a freighter and it would 111ean 
rowing f TOm Quarantine out beyond 

cotland Light, fair weather an' 
foul. until we 111et the clipper, \Ye 
used to get a dollar apiece f 1'0111 our 
clients !" 

The first boatman aboard also got 
the job of carrying the vessel' line 
to the pier. There being no tugs 
in those days. the ships were docked 
1)\' lines and winche. . For thi lat
ter ervice t he boatman would re
cei\'e three dollars. 0, if a man 
was lucky, pulled a stout oar and 
didn't mind taking a little ro\\' fro111 
Staten ] sland out into tlte opcn sea, 
he could earn four clollars. 

Golden Silence. 
"I was never much 0 f a lad for 

talking," Bill continuecl, "and 'tis 
I who well remember the reason 
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why, 
"One morning, and a rare day it 

was, I'm standinl?; on the beach 
(the land at the Battery. shelved 
riuht down to the water III tho. e 
til~1es) looking out at the Cornwall, 
her that belonged to the Creat 
Western Shipping Company. Lay
ing just off Ellis Island wa the 
schooner Lornt)'. This would be 
on Chri tmas clay, 1884," Bill 
smiled a little apologetically; "there 
arc times at se\'enty-three when 
thing are hard to remember in 
their proper place. .\s 1 was say
ing, there a111. I standing and tak
ing note of th111gs, when the Corn
wall hear clown on the schooner 
and ber ore J c0l11d hlink my eye 
cut her in two, and a minute later 
the vessel i. sunk out of sight. 

"_-\5 I'm standing there with my 
mouth open T hear a \"oice, 

" '\Yell. boatman, how would you 
like to row me out to my hi p ?' 

"I tl1rned around and there was 
the mao ter, \\'ho \\'a . topping at 

From Basta!!, A/ass,: 
Dcr B1aese viII you du miy a Fever 

to Lack ind the bagess rom for a Lille 
(hand hag) and a Gray Top Codt sam i 
Left der and Cheks tis (j day of J uli ti 
Ear and i godt two Check- an~l dem at dat 
time and mil' name ;;hall bline and the 
1"0 Chek. som is and dem irom your 
Trl1liy Jrms III Jensen 

FrO/II lI'i/millgloll, _\"0,.111 Cora/ilia: 
I wish, if you don't mind the bother, 

that you would send me about two of the 
Seamen's Church Institute folders, com
plimentarv to seamen to carry their dis
charge papers in. As you can ee by 
the looks of the cover of this last one 
of mine it' worn out so bad that it'll 
ha"e to f!:0 to the boneyard, fiddler's 
greell or David Jone's Locker or wher
ever it is that a sailor'. ditties go after 
swallowing the anchor. 

David G. 

the Ea!>tern "I-Iotel, run by John 
Bett. Before 1 could answer, the 
captain look out O\'er the harbor 
and says to me: 

" '\\'here the hell's my ship, boat
man !' 

"'It'. ju.' t sunk. sir,' T answer. 
\iVith that he grabs me by the 
throat. squeezin,"" until my tongue 
was half a yard out of my mouth. 

., 'Don't he te11inO" me my :ihip's 
sunk, boatman,' he roar ' , ami I'm 
half dead before the boy pu11 him 
off. 'Twas many a clay after that 
he fore I became what YOll cl)uld 
really call a talkin' man!" 

Some time a<lo Bill wa n't ict:ling 
so well and took his troubles to a 
cloctor, The phy ician thumped 
him over - looked extremely wise 
and then made the fo11owing recom
mendation : 

"What you need i exercise- why 
dun't you go out and buy a rO\\'ing 
machine-it will be just the thing 
for YOll !" 

Dear Sir: would you please send me 
about two em'elope to carry my sea
mails papers in, mine is all torn, i i you 
would, I would be vcry glad to ha,'e tl1<'111 
,0 I can ket'p them yery clean? 

Yours \ ' ('1"\' truly 
Cl;arles ---

p, S. 
could yOU plca,c send them wright 

away I need tht'm wright awa\"? I 1l1il.!;ht 
hip' any time. . 

Frol/l R"''''S7.L'ic/,', CrOl'fJio: 
Business Office :-fanager, 
Seamen' In titute, 
25 South St.. Xew York. 
Dear Sir: 

On Friday night T sent ktter to X ew 
York from Jachonvillc with requ(!,t for 
my uit case- and on 1[ollday morning 
I received same, This was cel lainly 
quick enice and thanks for it. 

I will take care of mv bill with Rd ief 
as I found a job in hoiel. 

Thank. for attention. 
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TI~ Ii. folluwing letter frulll :\liss Joanna C. Colcurd is in r sponse 
to our January article I,)" Seaman C. 13. \\'. H.ichardson . :\li~s Colcord 

was horn on a sailing 'hip, dallg-hter oj J .incoln 'okord, ~lastcr :YIariner. 
She is the Director 0 [ the Rllssell age FOllndatiun. 

"To take up your challenge to readers uf the article. L had always 
llpposed that 'the d '\'il to pay' \Va' a landsman's corrupt ion of 'hell to 

pay.' Ol1e might, by a !light of imagination. pay the seams uf hell. but 
1 had l1e\'er heard the garboard-strake referred to as the 'de\·i1.' 1 f 
that is COnlllHl11 , then ~lr. Eichardson 's seagoing explanation bolds. I 
ha\'e heard another oi his saws in a more extended \'ersiun- 'workillq 
1'011/ Cox's trO'i 'crsc - t\\·o turns rollnel the l()ng-hoat and a pull at (h'e 
cuttle-hlltt.' \ \ ' ho '1'0111 Cox was J haven 't thc slightcst ic1ea-mCl"be 

Cl cOllsill to l{cuhen J{anzo. If yuu are aiming to expand the list that 
Mr. }~lchardsoll has started, 1 offer the following additions :* 

1. '.t\ patch on a patch and a patch o\,er all' (said o[ much-mended 
sails or clothing) , 

2. 'Shect anchor 11) \\'indward' (pro\'i:ion against an emer<>·cncy). 
3. '. \stern the lighter' (belated). 
4. 'HllSY a~ the (Ic\'il in a gale of wind.' 
5. 'Come day, go day, God send Sunday.' 
6. 'Di rfercnt ship,' , different iashions- some carry the jibhool1J aft.' 
7. 'Fits like a shirt on a 1l1arlin- pike.' 
8, '1100-ra\\'\ nest' la mess: from a tangle or ropes on cleck when a 

hea\')' sea has washed the coils from the pins ) . 
9. 'It would break a snake 's hack to [ollo\\' his \I·ake.' ( Said oi a bad 

helmsman or a era fty perso11 ) . 
10. 'Just saw it going over the bo\\' schooncr-rio-"ecl. ' (Said facc-

tiollsly of a missing object). :;,:;, 
11. 'J .eggo the ~ talldin' part of a five dollar bil l and it'll all unree\'e 

before yc can stop it.' 
12. 'J .ike Ihrney's hrig, the mainsheet over the royal yard,' (in a state 

of fantast ic disorder. . 
1.). 'Shipshape and 13ristol fashion.' 
14. ' Soupa-de-bolyon- t\\·o buckets of water and one onion.' 
15. 'Surge olel splln)'am! ' (exclamation wh(:n something carries away ·\. 
16. 'Th roat-seizing' (.a necktie). , -
17. 'Two lamps hurning anc1nu ship at , ea' (a reproach for wasteful-

ness) ." . 
Mr. \ Vill iam \ \ ' ill iam. , a member of the fnst itutE- 's Board of l\Ianao'crs , 

semIs in the expression "Shipshape" as a nautical term in C0111111011 u~o·e . 
indicating in good order. Mr. Hugh ).Ialcolm l\lcCormick writes that a 
"white-ash breeze" 111eans having to nm for lack of \I'incl, (applicahle to 
small hoats.) Our Superintendent, the Rev. H arolcl H. Kelley, Sl1(Wests: 

\1 1 .. . I - "'''' 
" . 1;) (';: : sal Is 11 own hack against lllasts and spars. 11('11 t'e "taken 

ahack": sllrprised or unprepared. 

, *Readers wi - hil1.~~o. pursue tl~s suhject further are rdcrrcd to a fa cinating article 
III th~ December 19,)~ Issue of x ACHTI:>JG by ),.f!,;s Johanna Colcord in which she 
deSCribes many other ;ea terms in common usage. 

12 THE LOOKOUT MARCH 

SUMMARY 

of 

SERVICES 

to 

MERCHANT SEAMEN 

provided by the 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH 

INSTITUTE 

OF NEW YORK 

January 1 st to 31st 

Photo by By,.,,,, Co. 1936 
A View of the Institute 's Chapel of Our Saviour 

20,338 
11 ,317 
61,183 
23,236 

1,674 
947 

207 

9,119 
1,517 

769 
5,417 

388 
146 

11,325 

59 
459 

19 
263 

$19,917. 

2,285 
1,070 

Lodging ' ( including relief beds). 
Pieces of Baggage handled. 
Sales at Soda Luncheonette and Restaurant. 
Sales at News Stand. 
Patroni zed Barher , Tailor and Laundry. 
:\ttenc1ed 24 H.eligious Service' at Institute and . S . Marine 

Ho ·pitals. 
Cadets and Seamen attended 37 Lectures in Merchant Marine 

School ; 14 new students enrolled, 
Social Senice Interviews. 
Relief Loan . 
Incli\'idual Seamen recei\'ed Relief. 
Books and magazi nes di stri buted. 
Pieces of clothing and 665 Knitted Articles distributed, 
Treated in Dental. Eye and Ear- j ose Throat and Medical 

Clinics. 
Attended 15 entertainments, moving pictures, athletic activi-

ties, concerts and lectures. 
Referred to Hospitals and Clinics. 
Apprentices and Cadets entertained in Apprentices' Room. 
M issing Seamen found. 
Positions procured for S~amen. 
Deposited for 382 Seamen in Banks; $2,626. transmitted 

to families. 
Used Joseph Conrad Memorial L ibrary. 
Telephone Contacts with Seamen, 
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