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WANTED: 

COFFEE URNS 

Coffee is the favor
ite beverage of 
American merchant 
seamen. We could 
use fou r or five ex
tra silve r coffee urns 
in our Seamen's 
Lou nge. Do any 
LOOKOUT readers 
wish to contribute 
one of these? Write 
to the Welfare De
partment, 25 South 
Street, if you have 
one to spare, and a 

,messenger will call 
for it. 

LEGACIES TO THE INSTITUTE 
You are asked to remember this Institute in your will, that it 

may properly carryon its important work for seamen. While it is 
advisable to consult your lawyer as to the draWing of your will, we 
submit nevertheless the following as a clause that may be used: 

I give and bequeath to "Seamen's Church Institute of New 
York." incorporated under the laws of the State of New York, located 
at 25 South Street, New York City, the sum of 
........................................ ........ _ .................................... _ ................................ Dollars. 

Note that the words "OF NEW YORK" are a part of our title. 
It is to the generosity of numerous donors and testo!ltors tho!lt 

the Institute owes its present position, and for their benefo!lctions 
their memory will ever be cherished by all friends of the seo!lmen. 

The Lookout 
VOL. XXXIII August, 1942 No.8 -
AT the request of the U. S. Mari

time Commission, the Seamen's 
Church In titute of )lew York on 
Tune 26th began to give identifica
tion pins to all merchant seamen of 
the . merican Merchant Marine who 
have served aboard ships since Pearl 
Harbor. The emblem, in gold for 
officers and in si lver for unlicensed 
seamen, hows the merican eagle 
with wing outstretched to form a 
,.\TII and the slogan "Shjps for 
\ 'ictory" engraved on an anchor. 
Captain Martin Goodman, principal 
po rt captain in New York of the 
Maritime Commission. and the Rev. 
Harold H. Kelley, D.D., Director 
of thi largest shore home [or mer
chant seamen in the world, di
t rilbut d the fir 1 pins to rthur 

Photo by 
Sellman 

DOPlold AleCh,,·, 

ON . pril 11th President Roosevelt 
approved H. J. Res. 263, which 

thereby became Public Law 524. 
77th Congre , pro\'iding that the 
t. . Maritime COlllmission might 
award distinguished service medals 
to men in the American Merchant 
Marine for meritoriou conduct dur
ing the war . 

. dmiral Emory . Land, Chair
man of the Commission, ha all
nounced that Paul Manship, noted 
sculptor and designer . has been re
q~le. ted to create a de. ign for this 
<Ii ,tingui hed ervice medal. A Com-

Higgin , age 19 (one of the young
est seamen in the merchant marine) 
and J ame Smyth, age 69 (one of 
the olde t), 

Seamen must show identification 
papers and ship discharges in order 
to obtain this pin. The Maritime 
Camilli sian hopes that the pin will 
be, to the merican public, the 
"uni form" of merchant eamen. No 
members of seamen's families are 
permitted to display this badge of 
eamanship and only bonafide sea

farers may wear them. The Insti
tute is one of the distributing 
agencies for the pin in the Port of 
N e\\;' York. Merchant seamen have 
expre sed their appreciation of the 
new pin a an outward and vi ible 
hadge of their trade. 

Some of My Shi p mates in 
Deck, Engine a nd Stewards 
De pa rtments on a fre ighter. 

mittee within the Maritime Commis-
ion was established recently under 

Vice Admiral A. P. Fairfield as 
Chairman to examine reports of 
heroic and outstanding deeds of 
m rchant seamen who ha\'e braved 
enemy attacks. 

In the la t war no snch recogni
tion was given the merchant seamen 
who howed outstanding ervicc or 
conduct ill the line of duty. We 
ar sure that LOOKOUT readers 
will be glad to learn that such rec
ognition await the brave men who 
are carrying the cargoes for Vic
U'ry. 



-
/"t rnta tiOllal .V,~'i1'S' Pilot" 

Rescue at Sea 

Most Graphic Picture in the Battle of the Atlantic. These are American 
seamen, pledged to "Keep 'em sailing" , and when this. interruption !o t heir 
work is over, they will ship again. They are among surv.t vor~ of a c?"ter t hat 
struck an enemy-planted mine. Eight seamen are bobbing I.n the Oil-covered 
waters taking turns in grabbing a precarious hold on the slippery barrel. All 
were rescued. 

PIlOt&) by S,'omau If'aldrm 'r Scml'u('1V 

Brea kfast in a Lifeboat 
Sa il or is Taking One Malted Milk Pill 

2 

f}adL Ja/t" JaluL LL t90JJJ* 
By Albert Rich a rd W etjen 

YOU have a drizzl}, dark night and 
a hlackcd-out bulk shouldering thn1ugh 

an u::!ly eros,· 'ca , .\nd then you ha\'c a 
'lId<len ,pun oi flame, the viciou ham
nll'r oi an explo ' ion, and a hip turning 
.. WI', or sliding fast into the water. Xcvcr 
a chance! She had louk-outs 011 thc 
bridge, 011 the f u'c's'le-head, probably in 
the crow's-ne ·t too. But 1I0t being a war
,hip hc had no ound-detectors aboard to 
give her \\'arning, and if she had she'd 
hl' too 'Iow to duck he was probably 
an old nine-knot tub faithfully takinA' a 
carA'O of onions, canned goods or lumber 
rlown tn some arm), ba c in the tropics; 
"I' may he a fa t tanker with oil for the 
Ikel. I f he was the last, God help all 
hands I They died in the blazing oil or 
they nevcr knew what hit them, Prob· 
ably there wa n't even a gun aboard to 
fight hack if the chance had com(', he 
was ju t one of the merchant nil \')' , 
lIoing :1 K ,P. job as u ual. Ami it wa, 
just tough the ub happened to Pllt her. 

* * • 
Therc' nothing to be detractcd from 

the glamor of de troyer smashing 
through at thirty-fin! 01' forty knots to 
'rack a tough job; you can't take it away 
f 1'0111 the crui er: cracking around at 
thirty knots to blast a few cnemy ha e ; 
and )'OU can't argue about the big battle
wagon ' mo\'ing in to blow anything out 
the water. And no one, not even the 
Jap~, que tion the l\Iaril1('s aftl!r \\Take 
and Guam. 111(' men who man these ships 
an' n .T<. No one has e\'er questioned 
the comage or ability of either the 
British or the American seamen in thc 
fightinA' , crviccs, and from thc looks of 
thing ' no one will e\'cr ha\'c til. \Vhen 
we get a chance we're lininA' a ~\\'ell job 
alon/o! all line_, and this artirle i. only to 
Pllt in a pipe (or the merchant nayy. I 
imi t on calling it that, a . it de. erves it. 

* * • 
Thl' IliA': there in the engin' room and 
the' fo'c's'le, on t h(' bridgc ancJ in the 
radio shack, arc in the war too, .\nd, hoy, 
arc they in! Every naval man, cvery 
sold ier based abroad, shonld ret11l'mber 
and keep in mind what he o\\'es to the 
lads \\'ho keep the . hips floating. The 
cargo . hip. ! The tankers! The tran, ports! 
This i. the \'ita l supply line ami don't 
any of II. ('vcr forget it! Th(' hoys in 
dungaree and coY<?rall', crawling out of 
fill(' torpedoing to take a chance at thc 
ncxt, are what keep the old RaA' flyinA', 

They wouldn't \\'ant to be c"lled heroe . . 

They're nul. Tlwy'rc ju,t .\mericalh 
doing a tough joll anti thl') 're the lad: 
who arc doing it alld will carr} on, 
Public Law 524, approYl'd by the Prc,i· 
dent 011 April 11th, authorize the ~1ad
timc Commi,sion to award nwdals for 
out tanding conduct in line of duty to 
lIlember of the . \merican :--Icrchant 
.Marine, Buy, thc 'c f cllows dcservc it. 
111CY dOll't go out tiJ11l' after time , , , 
for a bonus, • \: one guy 'aid to me, 
"Li tcn, fella, 1'm signing again bccause 
I ju:;t don't like the Jap !" He'd bccn 
:;hclled twicc and torpedoed oncc and 
he'd spent fivc day in an opcn boat 
without water, and if YOU can lick that 
pirit you can havc "';'lcrica, 

• • • 
Probably in no other profession in the 

\\'orld arc the hazards, by and large, as 
touO'h ag in the ml'rchant navy, In time 
nf p('ace your . ailor has to rcckon on 
hurricanes, collision, reefs, fire, leaking, 
a sea coming aboal d and washing him 
over, or a hoom-fall bur ting and bu ting 
hi head also: not to speak of such 
item. a a fall into the hold or a split 
. team pipc in the cnginerool11 . , . I 
have seen ten men take alit a boat 
in a sui cida I . ea to take off thc rrew () f 
a Portugue e freighter . inking in the 
Indian Ocean, Not one was interested in 
the Portugue, e but it was ju t a sea 
courte, y, and they didn't gct any medal. 
for it either. 1n the last war I knew men 
who'd been torped cd three or four 
limes a11d ju-t stood in line to ign and 
,;ail arrain. This was in the British ervice. 
The way the :\merican have stood up 
. ho\\' there's 110 corner 011 gut , The 
boy. are dredA'cd :1. hore in lifeboat or 
raft and jn t a,k for a return do e , , , 
You only ha \ 'C to read the papers to 
sec the breed hasll't changed much. The 
.\merican ,eamcn are , till signing again, 

• * * 
It should he relllt'mbcred that mer· 

chant sealllcn arc not under compulsion 
to A'o back. as mcn of the ,en 'ice. are, 
.\ g-reat number of thelll ar married. or 
old enough to claim exemption and work 
on the docks or in the . hipyards. But 
almost without exception a sailor remain 
a ,a ilor and he sigm again , . . 111ey 
should he given a rankinA' along with the 
men in the sen'ice, It takes all the guts 
you han' tn A'O nut there unarmcd Oil the 
\\'atu. in thc utter dark. and kno\\' you're 
liahle to g'et a ~mal'k in the mid die an), 
momcn1. It \\'<Isn't ") had in the la. t sho\\', 

R"/H-iutrti (,rf1m "7 he .4mr,.irnu IJp;oU 
\lIIOU:;"I'" I)' .frrrial pt'rr,.i.uioJl. 
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Jcelanu or a iun ill \lhtralia. Th\.'1 
arc doing a !iwell job, alll] thc) '11 do it a'· 
long a - is nece . ::try. '0 they call gil hack 
to their other job of dclin:ring onions. 
peanut - and hardwoud to :;ome of Our 
own porI.; which means to you, mi ter 

o if you mett a merchant sailur, take off 
your hat. lIe's probahly going out to die 
so Your fleet can kCL'1' operating and 
your fmy can be provided. And he isn' t 
squawking, because it's a ailor', job. 
... I have noted that some of thc recent 

D"awing by 'n-ome Roun 

Thc tills ran alone; but this time they're 
in pack and ii one Illi 'sc you the other 
doc n't. The l11el1 who l11an these ship 
are those who can take it. Don't evcr 
[()r~et that! And it it wa n't for the mer
chant nal')' you couldn't holr! a tent in 

inking-s have been pretty horrihle; like 
men being fried in flaming lIil from 
tanker, or trying to survivc in opcn 
boat and uffering agonies from thir t 

.. . .. \Vhich all um up to, don't forget 
the freighter men when you think of the 
other services. The e are the lad who 
keep 'elll all ailing, and w'e'd be a ick 
lot oi monkc\' if thel' didn't. Hurri 
cane. , colli -ion. and lirc. in peacetime. 
and now it's a little hellin", torpedoin Q;' 
or divebombing as well TIley're doing 
the job as .\merican seamen always haye. 
ami if it wa n't for them yOll could just 
as well tos YOllr bayonets in the ashcan 
and forget abuut huihlil1!:! pl~nrs. Thr 
Japs and Hitler would be htre in a couple 
of week. I gi\'r you. gentlemen, the 
merchant navy! 

... "All 1('l'rp paeer 10 .• ign on agaiTL and wishing IT,ey dhTn't have to Toy 
"I) ill drydock for repl/irs. T/H!Se mell are heroes. 0 let's JJrOI}O.~e a toast in 
Iheir Tumor: 

llere's 10 our TIl erc/uIII I seamell, $taunclt and Tlardy in time of 
Jllllional peril. They are of mlllL)' faiths and many races alld there 
(lrl' no differences 0/ degree lor (Ill face the same perils n comradps 
ill a great advellture. 1'0 all 0/ these tlle owe a debt 0/ gratitude." 

D. T-I. Primrose in "Tire /Ilarine Journar, Awil 15, ]9,12 

ALO:--:C with the bicycle and 
hor"l·. the ailing hip-=-Colorful 

relic of a picturesque pa t, ha: been 
reclaimed to erve a useful purpose 
in the war effort. Lofty, \\'hite
wingetl windjammer of ~'estcryear 
arc again serving' their country. 

hortagc. of teel. ga oline ancl 
ot her materials have caused these 
wooden ves cIs to be re ' cued fr0111 
the oblivion of obscure , hipyards 
and quiet harbors, cven from thc 
pro aic career. a i museullls and 
coal hulk, and ome from the 
ignolllll110u life of gambling and 
amu. ement center. 

. \11lcrica's fa. t-growing fleet of 
merchant and '\; avy ,.;hip~ has heen 
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augmcnted in recent months hy a 
number of the. cold-time . quare
rigged and chooner-rigged hips 
which hm'e been reconditioned and 
rebuilt and now carry important 
cargoe_ to strategic point. Other: 
arc 11 ed for training 1llerican 
"ouths in the Coast Guard and the 
)'Ierchant Marine in the intricate 
art of seamanship. Even the "Dan
mark". called "a . hip without a 
country" when the ~azi occupation 
of Denmark caught thi beautiful 
full-rigged ship paying a courtesy 
call to an . \merican pOli and can
celled her ailing ord r. , is now 
serving the cal1;;e of the \lli ed 
, • at ion , . 

.\111011g the ailing hip that have 
reccntly recei\'ed a new lease on 
life i the famollS bark .. 'tar of 
Finland" which ha been renamed 
·'Kail1lani". \\'hen windjammer 
were the Ii fe-blood of conunerce, 
thi ship built in Bath, lIlaine in 
I '99, wa active in the Ala ka 
Packers Fleet, carrying cargoes of 
canned salmon. Entirely reC011-
ditionctl, she recently completed a 
rounel trip voyage delivering her 
cargo of essential good to an un
named Bl;tish port. 

Even gambling ships are "going 
re pe table" for the duration. Two 
sailing ve ' els have recently been 
converted ill We t Coast shipyard. 
Onc of these i 335 - foot six-masted 
schooner, for years used as a gam
bling ship. She is being rebuilt and 
whcn completed and ready for cargo 
carrying, he will probably be the 
large$t chooner in the world and 
IJI1C of the few with six masts. Her 
tonnage i 3.100 (gro ) and she 
ha~ a large cargo capacity. Captain 
Carl Gunder en. formerly ma tel' of 
the '·Tu. itala", i. no\\' i;, command 
fI f the schooner. Another old sail
ing . hip which did a lively gambling 
Inh111es" lifT Sa11 Periro. Cali fornia . 
i~ heing' n '-rigged as a scho{J1l r 
and wil1 carry cargo to various f or
'ign ports. 
. I_umber cargo rates which have 
Jumped fr0111 $12. to $ 0. per 1,000 
hoard feet are attracti ng many 
schoon r a. \\'el1 as quare-rigger 
to this trade. The four-mast d hip 
.. Commodore" ha ' been recentl" 
nYl:rhaulecl and re-rigged after year:' 
of enforced idlenes . 

Th· fate of the famou ' grain l'acc 
S'll1arc-riggcr oWlled by Captain 
Gl1 ta\' Erikson of lIariehamm 
ince the war began, i in grav~ 

doul t. They are ob\-iously more 
\'ttlncrable in zones where . uh. 
marine or s11rface raider ' lurk. ITow 
Il1an} o f the:;c hip in the grain 
11 ('('l remain \I-ill probably not be 
~Il()."·n l11'~il the \'eil of cen or. hip 
h ltfted alter the war. The where
abollts of the four-mao ted hark 

" . \braha111 l\yc1herg", under S\\'ed
i h regi try. also cannot be a1l
nounced. \ \'hen la. t reported he 
had completed a 67-day voyage from 
Brazil, arriving in Bo ton harbor 
under full ail, evoking the pi rit 
of clipper hip days when under a 
12-knot breeze she sailed in with 
"a bone in her teeth", her royals, 
topgallant , top ails and a triangular 
fore ail et in contrast with oil
burning, be f ullnclled Boston hip
ping. Built in Scotland in 1892 as 
the "Star of Greenland", the 2,345 
ton square-rigger had been "retired" 
a a commercial ship and wa being 
used (before the war) a a training 
hip for Swcdi h naval cadet. But 

demand for shipping space created 
a use for her as a cargo-carrier. 

Another square-rigger in active 
service, although not a a cargo 
ship, is the 212 ton" J 0 eph Conrad" 
\vhich i now owned by the U. S. 
Maritime Training ervice and is 
used to train merchant eamen. In 
~935 this olel ship, originally built 
111 Denmark a the "George 'tage", 
wa sailed around the \\'orld by 
Captain Alan Villier in a la t and 
dramatic attempt to proye the \\'orth 
of ailing ships in a . team-driven 
age. 
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Plloto by fOllr/c.'s of -'fie""'" Folull 

A Reconditioned Six-masted Schooner 

After the shipping boom years of 
\VorJd \Var I, the number of wind
jammers decreased teauily. Baltic 
timber, grain from South. \u tralia, 
nitrate from the \Yest Coast of 
South America, Pacific guano -
there were the only trades left to 
keep a few of them going a' C0111-

mercial s-ailers. 11owe\'er. many 
cuuntrie;; maintained 'CJuare-rigged 
vessels as training . hips for naval 
and merchant marine cadets. for the 
value of experience "llnder sail" has 
always been recognized by ship 
owners in England (which owned 
32 before the war) ; Finland (with 
2X square-rigged ships) ; Italy (with 
126); Germany (with 8); Japan 
(with 6); pain (with 5); France 
(with 8): orway (with 7) ; Den
mark (with 5); Chile (with 5) 
and the United State (25). 

The U. S. :;\Iaritime COlllll1i sion 
has recugnized the importance of 
tra1!llllg seamen in sailing ships for 
the Victory Fleet . 1:ncler sail men 
learn emphatically the "all-for-one, 
one-f or-all" philo;;ophy essential for 
a fine esprit de corps on any ship. 
whether propelled hy ,;ail or steam. 
b 

Recently the Commission added the 
200 foO't chooner yacht "Vema" to 
its fleet of ail-dri \'en vessel ' . She 
was formerly owned by Edward F. 
Hutton, and later by :;\Iaude ]\[orrell 
VetJesen. The "Vema" was once 
proud holder of the Blue Ribbon of 
the .\tlantic for fore-'n' aft rigged 
vessels. Now stripped of her orna
menta l furnishings, he has been 
refitted with bunks. lockers, hower 
and a large galley where 78 mer
chant marine cadets are learning to 
climb rigging. handle sail, splice 
knots in true " 'hip-shape fashion". 

Recognizing the importance 0 [ 

having a knowledge of sailing ship 
terms, the :vIerchant Marine School 
at the Seamen's Church In. titute of 
X ew York, 25 South Street, which 
has trained several thousand men 
[or the Merchant :r.Iarine, Coa t 

Guard and :l\ aval Re. erves since the 
war began, ha re-rigged a 12 foot 
working model o[ a fl1!l-rigged ship 
built a half-century ago. On this 
the student may practice etting. 
trimming and shortening sail, tack
ing ancl wearing ship as a part of 
their CtHlrst' in :lcamanship. 

l~ec(,l1tly, a cargo-laden winlijal11-
llJ(;r sailed into Golden Gate Harbor, 
San Francisco after a four months 
~'oyage from Chile. She is the steel 
tour-masted bark "Pri wall", now re
named " f .autaro" ancl ownetl by the 
Chilean Navy. Built in 1917 for a 
H amburg firm. Laeisz line, the 
,tpriwall", like others of the same 
line were known as "The Flying 
p's" because of their fast passages 
carrying cargoe of grain or nitrate. 
The "Priwall" set a record in 1938 
oy rounding the Horn in lightly 
I)ver five days. 

For carrying cargoes of grain, 
1l1mber, fertilizer and certain gen
eral cargo, the sailing ship, al
though slower, are cheaper than 
'teamer. . Today, their crews get 

S Ol\IE fifty refugee cats that have 
been left ashore on the Chelsea 

piers along the Korth River front 
are being fed by dockmen and the 
news of foreign freighters that are 
tied up there. 

In addition to the fifty, a litter of 
kitten ' born three weeks ago are 
being taken care of by Lewis J. 
(;avan, a dockman . The mother. a 
pretty black and white Maltese, \Va 
carried off by a seaman-identified 
only a a curly-haired, blue-eyed 
• T orwegian lad - who . aid he wa. 
taking the cat to ·be a mascot on 
Q sh ip sailino- for the outhern eas. 

The cats mi s their passage when 
the freighters, without the series of 
whistle bla ts that were usual in the 
pre-war days, steal out into the ri\'er 
at night. 

Before the ailing of the passen
ger liners there was alwavs a whis
tle thirty minute. before' the gang
plank was lowered. another at fif
teen minutes ancl the final warning 
live minutes he fore the lines were 
l:a.'t off ancl the ship tarted to 
1110ve out into the river. This gave 
the sea-going cats that were visit
ing their friends in the re. taurants 
" Ih n. KIPPER T. \\'ALn:ll \\·II..LT.\\I:;" 

extra pay because of the greater 
ri 'k, the longer watche and the 
longer voyages. But lovers of sail 
and old salts allow, nostalgically, 
that the return of billowing white 
cam'as to commerce will brecxl a 
tougher brand of "iron men" al
though the courage and stamina of 
steam-trained seamen in lankers and 
freighters have also been demon-
trated indisputably in report of 

recent torpedoings by enemy sub
marines. Certainly, training "before 
the mast", while it can provide only 
a part of the knowledge necessary 
for a modern merchant marine sea
man, can be useful when men are 
called upon to man lifeboat and 
navigate small rafts through ub 
and shark-infested seas. 

on Eleventh A venue opposi te the 
piers time to trot carefully across 
the roadway and board their ship 
by the 100\'er gangplank. 

G-avan buys the milk for the kit
tens in the daytime and Peter Hoey, 
the round man, chops up chicken 
liver for them at ni"'ht. Hoey also 
goes to the galleys of the freighters 
to skirmish for food for the other 
hungry cats. They come from all 
parts of the world including China, 
Persia, Malta and ustralia. There 
were two or three fr0111 Egypt, 
which he could distinguish becau e 
they miowecl in .\rabic, and two 
others from Ireland that had a 
Gaelic accent. 

Every freighter has a cat in the 
foc'sle and another in tile cabin , the 
dock111 cn said, and they keep a 
bright lookout that none of the 
feline refugees get over the gang
way when the ship is made fast. 
Directly one of the marooned cat. 
gets Ol{ the deck the fighting star'ls 
and the fur flies. The round man 
says it i a big job at night to keep 
the peace between the cats from 
the various nation .. 
R('prilltl·tl fro.", NI'''. York Ti.",VI, Marcl. 13, 1942 
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Queen \ \'ilhclmina of the X etherland: 
journeyed down to the waterfront to pay 
tribute to the brave merchant seamen of 
the Dutch Acet who are carrying cargoes 
to the fighting fronts and who cannot l'e 
their homes and familie in occupi d 
Holland. The Queen was welcomed anu 
cheered out ide the Institute bv hundn:ds 
of American eaml!n and insid'c by abont 
500 of those Dutch sailors who spend 
their , hare leaves at the Home for 
Netherlands Seamen. This was opened 
November 15, 1940, on the third floor oi 
the Institute. The Club Room wa vi:,
itcd in Decemher, 1940, by her daughter, 
Cro\\,11 Princess Juliana. 

The Queen wa, welcomed by )'Ir. A. 
H. de Goede, President of Free Holland 
on the Seas, Incorporated, who intro
duced )'1r. Clarence G. )'lichali, Pre. i
dent, and the Rev. Harold II. Kelley. 
D.D., Director, oi the In . tit ute. After 
add res ing the large group in the • udi
torium, the Queen and her party went 
down to the Netherland Room where 
she in pected the Delft china, the blue
tiled chandelier, the Dutch fireplace and 
a mural by Joep Nichola which depict. 
the Maiden of Holland attacked by the 
Pru sian eagle, the Lion of Holland 
stabbed in the back, a child crying for 
help, and the Dutch sailor of the Tan 
and lIerchant Marine holding- aloft the 
tri-color and the pennant of the ITou e of 
Orange. Here her 1faje. ty greeted per-
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,0nally cleven officer and seaml'l1, and 
a nur e, Albertina Brij, who an~ to re
ceive decorations for bra \"(~ry in action. 
among them everal from the . . Penn
land, 10 t in the ).Ieditcrranean while 
serving a a troop. hip during the eyac
uation of Gr~ecc. She also shook hand 
with cveral llUndr~d Dutch sailor, in
cluding some ] avatll!se l'amen from the 
Dutch East Indie .. One of the Javanese 
sailors a ked an Institute employ~c i i 
his turban was on straight and was pleas('d 
\\ hlen he wa offered a mirror to check 
hi apP('arance before l11('etin~ his QUCL'n ! 

The Queen expressed Ill' I' "apprecia
tion and gratitude" for "th· plendirl 
\\ ork you aloe doing, despite all the dan
ger to \\"hich the war at ea, below the 
waves and in the air cxpo. es you. Y ou 
are showing the world what our strug
gling )J'l'lhcrland L capable of doinl! 
when it comcs to rega inin~ its liberty. 
May God' bll.' sing rcst upon you. 11ay 
He bring you hack into safe port to all 
who are dear to you, in your liberated 
homeland." 

Among the di tinguished guest. accom
panying the QueC!n werc IIi: Excellenc): 
P . A. Keel' tlens, T etherland 1fini ter at 
Trade, Indll try and hippinf!', London: 
Dr. Alexander Loudon. , etherland lfin
ister to the United tate, )'1rs. Loudon : 
Darones. van Boetzlaer: and Elink 
Schuurman, • T cthcrlancls Consul Gcneral. 

W \ ':\'T il Ull i)ccembcr 24th oi 
I",t y<.:ar that each unc ai u -, ex

hall,t"o and nervou, \'o\,'eo that "next 
",ar l ,hall start m) Chn,tma, work 
ill'l later than July and nut b~ ~aunht 
in this me;; ' again?" Then, Chn tmas 
past, alung camc one. appcal after an, 
other for us to cont1l1uc the \'01 untcer 
wurk 11'<.: were already engaged upon. 
,1I1d tll aid thi - piecc 0 l war t:lTort and 
that much-nced<.:d Christian en(ka\'ur. an -I 
w<.: ha\'~ forgotten that I'OW. 

SO this lettcr is a reminder that 
_\ugust is here and it is time to think 
of Christmas. This Christmas w111 be 
more hectic than last for we will want 
to re11l~mber our boys and Illen who arc 
dcicnding' our homes and making it 
po sible to have a Chri stian Christmas. 
So Ict', tart at once making plans, and 
1 hope the first name on your Christmas 
Ii t will be the Seamen's Church Institute. 

TIli vear at the Institute each seaman 
li\'ing i~ the buildin~ (capacity- sixteen 
hundred), amI eamen paticnts in the 
V. '. ).larine and other nearby hospitals 
at Christmas timc, w'e hope, can be 
given a gaily wrapped gi ft containing 
a Ii t of "uscf ul" and "joyful" articles. 
In mOSl cases this will be the only giit 
lhe e men will receil·e. \Vc want to 
be ready to bring thi bit of cheer into 
the lil'cs of our men this vcar. You 
kno" the e men are the un l111g heroes, 
without that encouragement of a jaunty 
uniiorm. wl1(> are mectin~ the hazard. 
of the submarines in order that vital 
l11unitillns, important supplic . carg e. oi 
iood, tank and gun. , oil and rubber, 
regardless of storm. . mine. tnrpcdoes. 
and bombs, mal' reach their destination. 
and thnt our :upply lines may be kept 
open and our transport manned. \\' e 
kno\\' that when you realizc the worth
whilene,_ 0 [ thi Olri . tmas \\'ork yotl 
will be glad to undertake it for your 
summer project. \Veeks and months be
iure that J oyon Sea. on arriws hundred 
of the , camen iar who111 the e hoxes are 
heine; plannrd will have lost their lives 
in the ~l~a that Democracy 1mlV Sllrvi\'e: 
hut a dder1l1incd line o( men- and hoI'S 
will 1l100'e steadilv forward to take th~ir 
place'. " Till you help us to . ee that 
these seall1cn, so far from home, have 
at I<,a,;;t one Christmas gift this year? 

LN' make thi. a happy hri tmas for 
011f ('amen. 

)'fRS. GRAF'roX BPH Kr:. .)ee",'lal'\' 
Cel/lral Cmllle;1 of .1ssoc;alioIlS -

TH Ii: ClH-.i . lllla" box for J11ercl:"~l: 
!.>camen I ' a cardboard bo_ " (/ x 

7"x"V') furni hed by the Institute. 
Thl'\' may he incxpel1:;ively lilled and 
bel(;w i a Ii t of articles sugge led 
a being particularly acccptalJle. ~ro 
assist in filling the box and to give 
the sailor -omcthing in which to 
keep any or all of lh' anicle:; under 
the heading "sewing gear," small 
coUon bao-s are provided with the 
boxe anl'the e may be obtained by 
the 15th of J lily and 5hould be re
turned to the In titute not later than 
December 15th. 

It may be hard to appreciate but 
in almo;t even' case this box i the 
only gift whi~h . eUl1len, at s~a, in 
the hospital, or on hore, recel\'~ at 
Christmas. Through the email o-lftS 
we seek to give the men a rca I touch 
of Christma . Therefore it i 'ug
o-ested that articles be wrapped ep
~rately before placing them in the 
box, a it add much to the plea nre 
of opening them. al 0 that the box it-
cH be wrapped in Chri , tmas paper 

and ecurely fa tcned with ribbon or 
Chri tma. seals. Please avoid sticky 
fCl/ld~ ... or perishable fntits. On the 
olltside of the box plea e attach a 
card with a li:>t of the articles. 

GGE TED ,\RTICLES 
Cigarette 
:-Jccktie 
Sock" (size; 11-12) 
Candy 

Playinl{ Card ' 
Packed Dox. 
Bag or Kit of "Sewing 
Gear" and Toilet 
\rticlcs .-uch as: Gum 

Tablet and 
Garters 
Pipe 

E11I-elopes , Teedlc (large sewing) 
Thread: White No, 16 

TIdt 
Flash Light amI 

Batteries 
Smpendcrs 
Tobacco 
These articles may 

sub~titl1ted : 
. nap 
Handkerchiefs . 
Bill Fold 
. \utomatic Lighter 

Black No. 16 
Ruttllns (assorted) 
Thimble (large stee)) 
Darning- Cotton 
Scissors 
Safety Pins 

be afety Razor and Blade, 
Shaving' Cream 
Tooth Pa te and TontI, 

Brush 
1 ockct Comb 
~firt-or 

Vof,,: If th l' donor desires a \\'orcl of thanks from the s~a11lan rcceil' ing the Chri,tma 
Box, a s('lf-addrl's~l'd pn . tranl enL"!o,;ccl will almo -t unfailingly hring' a message of 
.tppn'riation. Thi, i~ csp cially ,uLrC:c'. tell where children an' fillilll{ the boxc,. 
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chAt O.o.IJfUPL 
By Merle Munson 

IT is a fine December morning at 
sea. A cold nort!1"'est wind is 

hurling the {oamy crest from the 
wave. , making bright little rain
bows everywhere. Graceful gulls 
glide and woop endlessly abm'e the 
wake of the ship. As she lahors 
against the heavy seas . the good 
hip Dorchester creaks and groan . 

It is her last passenger voyage for 
the duration. 

Since 1926 she has proudly sailed 
the , \ tlantic coast always looking 
well-kept with her black hull, white 
housing and shining bra s ,,·ork. In 
these years she has carried thou
sands of gay yacationers up and 
down the coast f rom Boston to 
':\[iami. But he fore her next voy
age - freighting - her identity 
will be lost in a covering of grim, 
grey paint. 

Even now, bound for Baltimore 
fr0111 Miami, she creeps along in a 
complete blackout at night. The 
Ii r5t night ,,"a. very difficult and not 
too successful. Xo one could re
m '111ber to put out tateroom lights 
before opening- doors into passage
way~. But after a night or t\\"o 
everyone co-operated and the re
sult was satisfactory. Last night 
late, T walked up to the bo\\" and 
could not ee a crack of light any
where. 

There are. o[ course, 110 red and 
green running lights in a blackout. 
This i particularly dangerous in 
coa twise lane where several 
courses converge at lightships. One 
ieels a' much danger from this as 
from Sll bmari ne_. 

. \11 the way up the coast our life 
hoots haye beell swt1ng out 0 they 
can be ea 'ily lowered hould there 
be need for them. Frequently we 
hear the roar of cna , t patrol planes 
as they zoom clown to 10Clk u over. 

Since the Sunday morning when 
thing. broke loose in the Pacific 
our life aboard hip has been com-
10 

pletely di. rupted. \Ve first got the 
ne\\'. over the radio as we were 
Ii tening to the Philharmonic COn 

cert and wallowing in the Gulf 
Stream off the Florida coast. 
Though we had been expecting War 
for months, when it actually call1(' 
no one could quite Lak it in. A , 
the reports came in from Hawaii 
ancl the Phillipines, one kept think
ing -that this would surely turn ou t 
to be one of Orson \Velle.' grim 
Rights of fancy. 

Dming tha't trip entertainment 
for the passengers was quite Out 
of the question. The one function 
wa a birthday party for a young 
man who was having a last fling 
before going into the. \rmy. There 
wa a cake with candles at dinner 
and a toast to the light-hearted 
young man who might be having 
to give so much before he cele
hrated another birthclay .. \fter din 
ner we dancecl until time to listen 
to the Pre ident's addre s to the 
nation. There wa the ten ion of 
high emotion as we stooel for the 
national anthem at the end. 

• \nc1 now, on thi. last voyage 
comes the bu ines. ()f eyering th 
relationships of many years. S0111e 
of the old Negro \\"aiters have 
worked in the ships of thi . line for 
a much a fori \" Years. The 
. tcwarde. s ha . seventeen years to 
her credit. My own twel~'e year 
a hoste s i not long by comparison 
but it is long enough to make the 
leave-taking very hard. 

Going to ea is not only all 
occupation but a \\'ay of life - a 
way of life shared with \"our own 
.'hipmate. and with e\"el~y person 
whu has ever gone to sea. You may 
haye lI"i:;hed a hundred t ill1es that 
you I ived a hore in a lIormal fashion 
like other people. Hut \\"hen the 
time come. that you l1lust give up 
the sea-faring life the \\"rench seems 
hard to bear. 

There i~ the salty old Captain. 
CO!l11llorlore of the neet. Tho e of 
u;; who ha\'e ~ai led with him for a 
long time have learnecl a great ap
preciation for the humorou ' things 
he has said and done as \\"c11 as the 
rare hit s of philo ophy with which 
he iaY()rs tiS . There are fine wise 
qnalitie about thi. untutored old 
man that one wi. hes never to forget. 
Hi ' reverent r ading of the Church 
. ervice Oil Sunday morning. hi 
earthy hum()r. and the merry 
t\\"inkle in his eye when he is in
venting a story for landlubbers, his 
almost super-human strength when 
he was in grief. 

I-T e looked ti reel and worried the 
uther cla\' when he said "1 \\"em 
through ~1l this in the last war and 
I ne\'er thought I would have to 
go through it again". 

There are faithful Negroes who-e 
kind services and happy disposi
tiolls haye macle the every-day bu i
ness of living easier. Two of these, 
Priestly the head waiter and Old 
Hlue the chef, were with me on 
anuther ship when there was fire 
and shipwreck in one of tho$e dense 
fogs of the ~orth Atlantic. Many 
a foggy night in the years since, I 

hwe met Prie tly roaming about the 
cleek bccau 'e he still had visions of 
thal horrible night so long ago. 

1 hall particularly miss the noisy 
good humor of Old Blue, who when 
y 11 inquire about his health i al
\\"ay "Up to date ma'm, up to 
elate". \\'hen I mi my breakfa t 
and slip down to the galley late to 
get a cup of coffee he always greets 
111e with his great wheezing laughter 
and ":'Ii· y, you done lept over 
your rigl.lts again". 

Th re's the night watchman, a 
d\'ed in the wool ea tern shoreman, 
\\;110 brings me a anclwich or a 
glas ' of milk late at night. 

. . . ~ ow the company faces 
another war with its risks, and this, 
after the depression years during 
\\"hich many coastwise companies 
have passecl out of existence. Fa t 
trains . airplanes and trucking have 
laid clown a challenge to this time
honored method of transportation. 

But \\"hen the world is once again 
at peace and the seas are free, that 
challenge will be met. Then, tired 
people may seek healing for the 
spirit in the ways of ships, and 
gulls, and bright rainbows in sea 
spray, 

rrl.aAinJL P01lfluJ-
The Skipper Summer - 1942 

By C a ptai n E. W. Tra nter 

He Jllust know' the current and the tide, 
KII(Jw the trange wa) of the sea
How the wind move in the storm-
It C\'cry whim must be hi guide. 
He IllU st forget the sea' wide 

loveliness. 
),.f ust mcasu-re it distress; 
. \nd chart hi way where the fullest 

safety lies. 
Tho \'crv dread made wise. 
r-fis is 'no adventure of the deep 
\Vhcrc 1hc great occan currents swcep 
He must spend endless days and leep, 

less night. 
To bl'ing hi ~ cargo sa fely to the harbor 

light.-
.\ zi~-zag conrsc to dodge the IlIrking 

submarine, 
FrOI11 early Illorn to evcn-tide 
Facing peril5 . een and unsecn. 
Hi . prcciou ship must safely guide. 
,\n<l danger o\·er. he stands alone
Even hi . name is unkn()w·n. 

An old man on South Street drying his 
unclerwca r on a tree -

.-\ gray battleship at anchor - facing a 
(ro. 

.-\ light in a tower - a welcome home -
:\ white haired lady trying to find missing 

ramen -
Rich men' ons selling yachts and goin 

to war -
Px)or men' sons shipping out with 

gallant hearts -
Torpedoed men game to go back 011 

tankers -
BraY<.' mothe rs -
. \ seaman with oil, pitted hane! taking" 

H oly Communion -
(ollrage -

acrifice -
Faitll -
.-\11 old man on South Street drying hi, 

undenv'ca r on a tree. 
E. Gilmore 

" 



"Jlo.w Jf) atuuuJIJfL Ship.. " 
Editur's Note; // .... as/led two rilllericall SCalllell to "eview this iJook, Olle a deckholld 
who had beCiz torpedoed, alld the other a third Illata z'IIo is ill charge of stuck illY th .. 
lifeboats Ol~ a new f"cighter, 

By Phil Richards and John J. Bannigan 
Cornell J\{C/rililllt! Press. $1.0U. 

"Death i sometbing that hap! cns to 
the otber fellow." 

This book of 144 pages will be of 
vital intere t to ailor of all kinds, and 
to anyone who is about to go to sea. 
It will show you that death can happen 
to you, if you makc one of the fatal 
mistakes that hundreds of other eamen 
have made. It should help you a\'oid 
these mistakes. 

:-1r. Bannigan, co-author, C0111manded 
a Ii fe-boat from the Robin Moor wl1ich 
in nineteen days, traveled 98 miles to 
safely. Among those who have assisted 
the author are a large number of sea
men from torpedoed ships, and also well 
known doctor and scientists. 

"How to Abandon Ship" will help 

All hand seem to think that the ad
\·ice given is very sound in a general way. 
110st of them thought that the governing 
factor in abandoning ship was the time 
available which of course depends on 
where the torpedo hiL and to a large ex
tent on the type of cargo carried. They 
all thought that the chapter on buoyancy 
wa \ 'ery valuable in this connection, 
especial ly to the unliccn ed personnel. 

The following points culled from the 
book scem to be worth reiterating: 

I f you have cork life pre eryer use a 
piece of line to la h it around body to 
kecp it SllLlf(' ane! low. and don't jump 
frOI11 any height with it. 

Important that experienced men 10\\'er 
boats. also experienccd men at fall when 
hllat is waterbourne. 

Ha\'e a whistle around neck. 
Have an abandon hip package. 
Have cans of ,,('getabl s towed on 

boatdeck, especially canned tomatoes and 
others with high water content, such as 
spinach. 

Carry a jacknifc and Rashlight with you 
at all times after dark. 

OfI'iccrs and mcmbers of the crew who 
have fairly deccnt watches hould ,('t 
them to Greenwich time. 

Have loose hatch coyers and planking 
, to\\'cd wherc the\' can't Roat out after 
the , hiD sinks. sliould thcy dr) this the\' 
came sho<;lting to thc , urface and are 
liahle to injurc or kill anyone in the 
vicinity. 

Onc- of the fellow who read the book 
was on a ship lI·ith a cargo of mang-anese 
ore. She sank in 90 seconds and only ten 
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\'uu !>chuol ,'our mind to combat panic. 
and keep up morale. It will teach YOH 
\\'hat you may expect from your ship, 
your life-boat, your ship-matc . and the 
encmy. There are chapters on trail , 
ports, tankers, liie-boat first-aid, hunger. 
tbiz" t, and freczing weather. By mcmo
rizing, and u inn', the simple ceremon) 
for burial at ea, you \\'ill eliminate 1110st 
of the horror wlJich attcnd death in a 
liie,boat. You w'1I1 leaI'll about chart 
so simple that all ordinary eaman can 
rcad them. (Incidcntally, charts of the 
whole world can be purchased for sixty 
cent. .) 

This is not a thick book, and is very 
intere ting. If we rcad it carefully, it 
can save many of us from an unhappy 
cxpericnce, or needless death. 

-Scaman Clifford Titu, 

werc aved out of thirty-eight. There 
was no chance to lower a boat and the 
ten survivors were lucky that a boat 
brokc loosc a thc ship went down and 
they wcre able to right it and sail 400 
miles to land. Thi happcned east of 
Porto Rico in June and still this guy say 
what they would have appreciated above 
all else was blankets to keep them warm 
at night. On uch a ship all hands hould 
, Icep with !ifesuits on whenever the 
weather makes it at all bearable. On 
. hips with \'ery heavy cargoes more at
tention . hould be paid to the prOl'i ioning 
of rafts as it' , often impos. iblc to get a 
boat off. 

The author's advice to seamen not to 
he afraid to pend a f cw dollar out oi 
their own pockds for whate\'er they 
think might COIllC in handy in boat and 
raft over and abo \'e what is required 
by the rcgulations eeIll \'ery timely to 
me. It is impos ible to foresee every 
e\'entuality and mo t ship havc at lea t 
a fe\\' men in the crew who ha\'e been 
torpedoed alrcady and they can always 
think of something- th~y wi, hed they had 
when they werc in it boat. 

A for tankcrs, it. almost impos ible 
to ach·ise a pcr on what to do when a 
gasoline tanker goes tl]l, except to get off 
her as quickly a5 possible and on the 
wcather . ide. Prayin~ :cem, to bl! indi
catcd here. 

Thc importance of plcnty of boat drills 
can't be o\'erstrc , ed, c. pecially in port 
or at anchor where there i a chance to 
lower the boats in the water and row. 

:-Iatc Pat O'Brien. 

Tankermen, 1942 
By 'ealllan Donald 10r111 

The night \Va black a. the ace of spades, 
Dark as the hinges of Hell, 

\nr\ how the German spotted us 
ll1e Devil alone could tell. 

The lookout, little Irish Gus, 
Had just come from helow, 

It take a whilc to get your eyes 
To see in the dark, you know -

And Polack Pete went for a smokc 
Before he took the whecl. 

The}, traded watch with a laugh and joke; 
"It's blackout tonite, for rcal I"~ 

Thrce bell had gone, and a quarter pa. t, 
\Vhen a jar and a Rash and a roal' 

Be poke the end of the Jailles L. CoTes 
From a sub we never all'. 

\\'c carried a load of ca. inghead. 
That blows if you just blink twire, 

And a. it Rared, thc Chief ~Iate said. 
"We\l! :-Jow ain't thi nice?!" 

Thc blazing oil spread all around 
A. Pete cut loose a raft, 

And thev lowered awa\' boat numbcr 
three" - ' 

TIle one to . tarboard. a ft. 
One and two were . mashed to bits. 

And four hung over the Ramcs: 

Thirty men wcre in th~ hoat 
!\ we pu\led away from the JOllies, 

A nel ~eYcn more had mad" the ra ft, 
And eight mcn rodl' her down. 

Including little Iri.h Gus. 
Th~ Fir, t. and Skipper Brown, 

/\. wipcr, oiler, Junior on watch. 
Third :-\ ate, and second Co k; 

Good fellows all, and hard to losc, 
T1105(.' eight the raider took. 

Three wel·k we ro\\'ed. and ailed, and 
stt·ered. 

And every Illorning thought 
That this day surcly'd be the last. 

The rain that Kclly caught 
\,Vas all the water that we drank 

A ftcr the second weck. 
And there wa. hardlv one of u, 

Whose lips and to;lgUC could speak. 
:\inc died of wound. and sun and shock, 

And thrc(, more day went by 
Before we heard the Coast Guard plane 

And starcd him from the sky. 
The war t. of cours~. wa, over, then, 

. And soon we were ashore. 
And each of us is waiting. now, 

To sail the oil once more. 

A COOL PICTURE FOR A HOT DAY 
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