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The Institute Appeals 
By JOHN E. BERWIND 

Chairmall of the Buildillg Fund Campaign Committre 

The Seamen's Church Insti
tute is in need. 

It has built a thirteen-story an
ne to relieye congestion in the 
original structu re and to keep 
abreast of its evergrowing popu
larin' among men of the sea. 

This annex was ine\' itabl e. 
nd so was its cost, 2,750 ,000. 
The Institute has raised 

1,250,()OO of this fund. There 
remains.1,500,000 to be ob
tained from the men and women 
whose efforts and ambitions are 
re ponsible for the great wealth 
of the Port of ~ ew York. The 
In titllte IS In need of this 
fund. 

This \'ast sum must be raised 
at once. \Vinter is coming on 
and the Institute 's most humane 
work, that of sheltering the sea
rnan from the cold nights he 
pends in port ashore must not 

be impeded. ' 
The building fund campaign 

Committee, of which I am chair
rnan, has set the period of 

)lo\'ember 5-November 23 as 
the time for an intensive drive. 
The 1,500,000 which we need 
m list be subscribed b e for e 
Thanksgiving time-then the In
stitute and the seafarers it serves 
will have much to be thankful 
for. 

Vie do not propose to beg for 
funds. It is my firm conviction 
that those , ... ho~e prosperity is 
bound up with the wealth of 
commerce brought to this port 
from foreign shores ,,,ill recog
nize their duty to the men who 
are the living links across the 
sea. 

The Seamen's Church Insti
tute is not a new idea. It is not 
an experiment. Behind it are 
eighty-two years of fact. It is 
the largest, the best known and 
the most liberal polici ed institu
! ion for seafarers in this wide 
\~ orld. Active seamen regard, 
l('~s of race, creed or condition 
are welcome within its portals. 

The present building at 25 

[ 1 ] 



THE LOOKOUT 

South Street was opened thirteen 
years ago last month. And in 
those years more than 3,000,000 
IDdgings were provided for sea
men. 

The building can house but 
836 men at a pinch. That means 
about 300,000 a year. And it 
also means that 100,000 active 
seamen in need of a "home," a 
place to sleep, are turned away 
from its doors each year. 

With the annex, the Institute 
will have 1,500 beds nightly 
available. Then the sailors' 
lodging houses and the hangouts 
of crimps and other criminals 
who prey upon Jack Ashore, will 
be denied thei r victims-seamen 
now driven into their clutches 
because of lack of accommoda
tions in a protected haven. 

Board and lodging is not all 
that the Institute provides. Its 
social service work has given it 
an inflll.ence which reaches to the 
ends of the earth. 

Through the Institute's social 
service, the missing seaman is 
found for a mother, a wife, a 
son or a daughter; the injured 
seaman is given medical and 
surgical advice and is aided 
while recuperating; the jobless 
are gi ven work; the foreigner is 
helped to become a naturalized 
American if he so desires; and 

the friendless are given friend 
Spiritual guidance is at hand b s. 

. . h Ut 
never IS It t rust upon the se 
man. He who seeks is helpe~: 
You see, one of our campaig 
slogans is: "Help the seaman t

n 

help himself." 0 

An inspection of 25 South 
Street will be sufficient testimony 
that the seaman does want to 
and is helping himself the best 
way he can. In our post office 
he has an organization which 
enables him to remain linked 
with his friends and family 
though he wander for years 
across the faces of the seven seas. 
Last year alone 201,000 pieces 
of mail passed through the In
sti tute post offi ceo 

The ba rber shop and tailor 
room are heavily patronized. 
The new type of seaman is not 
unlike the old. He wants to be 
clean, to appear neat, to look re
spectable. 

The merchant marine school 
had ninety-one seamen in at
tendance in 1925, men who 
sought mental preparation to b:
come ship's masters, mates, engI
neers. 

To help the seaman help him
self the Institute maintains ~ 
general information bureau, and 
departments for lost and fo~n 
articles, legal advice, natu ra lI za-
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~ 
. immigration , collection of 

lIoo. compensation and sal-
..,ages, . 
.. missing men, prIson sen'-
~age~(lldiers' bonus, State and 
lcederal, convalescent placement. 
Fe 'tal and other references, 

~~ ~~itary of .un.c1ai:ne~ tele-
P s placing 111 lI1stltutlons of 

gram, .. d 
d <cam en thel r WI\'es an 

age " '. . 
h
·ldren. magazine and book diS-

c I 'd 'fi . 'bution, passport I entl cation, 
trl l' f . h . J d and gi\·ing re Ie elt er 111 0 g-

meals, clothes or other ing. 
means. 

The Institute never seeks 
charity. It is 75 per cent self 
uppo;·ting, and of the s~a

men who avail themseh' es of Its 
great hospitality, 80 per cent. are 

merican born or naturalized 
American citizens. 

The growth of the Port of 
'ew York, the keystone to the 

country's prosperity, is due to the 
ea . From the ends of the 

earth, the cargoes of the world 
have been brought here by sea
men . In turn, they have taken 
the wares of the metropolis 
where\'er sail and steam have 
gone . They have helped to 
make :'\ ew York the greatest 
Port in the world. 

During the war the seaman 
carried armies, provisions and 
machinery to the firing line. In 

those troubled times he was the 
h " " Ii\' ing link across t e seas. 

:,\ow his " home" 
is in need. For it, 

1,500,000 must yet 
be raised. 

It is my sincerest 
wish that everyone 
oft h e Institute's 
friends who appre
cia t e s its extraor
dinary work among 
the men who are the 
backbone of our in
ternational commerce 
will see to it that this 

1,500 000 is sub
scribed by Thanks
gi\'ing time. There 
are many who have 
gi\'en who, realizing 
the urgency of this 
fund, will give again. 
And others who have 
given, will, 1 hope, 
prevail up 0 n their 
friends to help swell 
the Seamen's Church 
Institute's building 

fund. 

The Institute needs 
1,500,000 more . 

And it needs friends 
to sub s c rib e this 

fund. 
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How to Help the Seaman 
The Institute must raise 1,. 

5.00,000 before Thanksgi ving 
tl.me. Often one is willing to 
gIve but one wonders just how. 

A contribution of $3,000 or 
more makes one a Benefactor of 
the Institute. 

A contribution of $ 10,000 or 
more makes one a Founder. 

And there are Memorials. 
Many of them are suitable for 
gr0u.ps-. -business, professional, 
patrIotIc or fraternal-which 
wish to pay tribute to one or 
more of their members. Of 
course the most popular memo
rial is from an indi\' idual to 
commemorate the name of a 
father, a mother, a son or a dear 
relative. 

The Memorials take the fol
lowing form: 

Entrance Doorway and Lobby". 
Reading and L ounge Room (I0,llilO' ~ ,$511,00 

ft) ' , " " " , , " ," " q, 
DisP,t:nsary and Hospital' 'R~~,;"s' .... '. 5(),f)I)Q 
I \\ IIlg of 18 Ollicers' Bedroom"'" SO, 

Wash Hoom on Twelfth Floo sand ''\I() 
2 W lIlgs of Seamen's Bedrooms (19" ;," 30/) 

rUtll.l lllg water, 14 ordinary '\Jth 
Each ........... . . room) 

Enlarged Appr entices" 'R~~~;' 'j'n'c',' '(" 25.0110 
Cloak Room anu name as 'Foun~( Ing 

1 Block of 15 O fficers' Bedroom tr. , 25,')% 
Twelfth F loor S on 

1 . .9 COI: rido rs of, Sea'II'l~I;::: B'e'(ir'o~~;~ 'E~~/~ 2Q.OfJO 
SU8ffi~~~en~~I.l ~ ~ . .. ~~~ Administration lJ,OOJ 

5 \ Vings of nine Se~~~~;~' B~d;~~~~ 15,0!J 
Eae/. ,., "", " , ,' 

1 W ing of five Office;~" 'B~ci;~~~,"'" i ,O% 
T welfth Floor s On 

1 Wi ng of fi,'e ori;~~;~" 'B~ci;~~;t;; , " 7,01» 
Fifth Floor on 

8 '{ery Large i:i~~,;, i ;';r~' \V~~ I;' R'O'O'';'~ 7,"(1) 
Eacl. ", . • , ' ,', ', • 

1 0 Bedr ooms nnrJ I-:~d~~\: ,~'e~'t ' 'f~'r' 'f~~~ ":',fI()O 
use of depend~nt convalescents Eac/t 

6 FC' orty,two bed Open Dormitories E!lel! ~:g~~ 
1 loak and \Va h Room for Volunteer 

\V omen W orkers 
I P ublic Di n ing RO~~''' : : :: : :::: ::: '' 5,noo 
1 D ressm g and \Vash R oom for \1.;~ S,OOI) 

and Clerical Employee , . , , , , , , : . , J,()IIO 
4 1 S taff and L icensed O llicors' Bed~ 
? rooms .. .. .. ...... . . . ..... . ... . Each 1,5011 
_II Seamen's Bed room with running 
~'a ler . ...... •. ... .. •... . ...... Earll J ,01.1) 

29.) Seamen 's Bedrooms . . . ..... Each SOO 
arne as Co' Bui lder in En trance Lobby 
' " ,''''''''' ''''' ''' '''' .. $1,000 to 500 

J D rtnk ing F ountains on Second, Thirt! 
and , Fourth F loors " ', " "", Ellel! ;uo 

8 D rinking F ountains on DormitoT\' 
., F loors ... ..... . . . . .. . . ........ Eadl ~~I) 
_00 Chapel Cha i rs " ' ,',," , ", " Eacl! ;0 

17ze Associations CarlY On 
The Seamen's Church Insti

tute Associations have been in
strumental in securing three 
memorial seamen's rooms in the 
annex at $ 1,000 each. And 
their efforts were made during 
the summer time when e,·ery· 
body usually plays. 

The South Shore Association 

of Long Island met thei r pledge 
by engaging the Jitney P layers, 
a group of itinerant actors \-.;,ho 
travel by motors, to give a per· 
formance at the Babylon Thea· I 

tre on September 10. The groSS 
receipts were over $ 1,350, When 
all expenses were paid , th e aSSO' 

(Colllillu rd Oil page I S) 
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A $250) 000 Unconditional GIft 
For more than a year representatives of Mr. John D, 

Rockefeller, J 1". , have been investigating the Institute, its 
administration, its service to seamen and the needs for its 
expansion. Their report was presented to Mr. Rockefeller 
and his representative advises the Institute that he subscribes 
an unconditional gift of 250,000 towa rd the Building 
Fund. 

I n writing of Mr, Rockefeller's decision , his representa
ti,'e said: 

"As you know, the matter of the Seamen's Church Insti
tute Building Fund has been carefully considered. I am 
very glad indeed to advise you that favorable decision has 
been reached. I am authorized to say, on behalf of Mr. 
Rockefeller, Jr., that he will contribute 250 ,000 to the 
Building Fund of the Institute." 

When the present Institute building was erected thirteen 
years ago , several men of large means came forward with 
big subscriptions, leading the list of those whose gifts made 
possible the building and the work which has been done 
through these years, 

The present expansion and the erection of the annex, 
doubling the capacity of the Institute, calls for the expendi
ture of 2,750 ,000. 

This munificent gift of Mr. Rockefeller, made after care
ful and discriminating inquiry, should challenge the support 
of many other individuals of large means who seek the 
opportunity to give substantial sums to promote worthy 
causes. The money needed to provide these increased 
~acilities for the merchant seaman in the Port of New York 
lS but a part of the debt wealthy, affluent New York owe!' 
to the men who are the very backbone of its sea trade. 
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Three Mothers 
There is many a mother in the 

world today who never fails to 
say a daily prayer for the Sea
men's Church Institute. They 
have been served by it. It has 
given back to them their sons . 

Here are two letters which tell 
a tale. The first is from a wo
man who is not overburdened 
with the goods of life. It is one 
of many that warms the heart 
of Mrs. Janet Roper, the House 
l'lother and locater-extraordin
ary of missing men. 

The letter reads: 
"IVI y dear Mrs. Roper: Your 

welcome letter was received two 
days ago arid I wish to thank 
you so very much for locating 
my boy, and as you know, it is 
a great comfort to me to have 
you feel that he is a young man 
one might be proud to call 'Son.' 

"Needless to say that I was 
delighted to receive a telegram 
from him and know he was well, 
and I will be very anxious to get 
in touch with him when he ar
rives back in New York. I only 
wish it were possible for me to 
meet him there at that time. 

"Thanking you again for the 
trouble and kindly interest you 
have taken in me and mine, I 
am, sincerely yours-.-." 

The second letter is froln a 
mother who had a goodly Store 
of worldly goods. It reads: 

"How can I e\"er thank YOll 

for returning my son to me> 
He is my only child and I lo\·~ 
him with all my heart. 

"He ran away from home. 
\Ve felt that he would take to 
the sea. He always wanted to 
ship, but \Te objected. His 
father wanted him to follow in 
his business. 

"Two years ago, we receind 
a post card from Cape Town. 
The boy said he \vas well. That 
was the fi rst and last \Yo rd we 
had of him until the Seamen' 
Church Institute located him. 

"For a long time I thought 
my son was dead. I could not un" 
derstand why he did not com
municate with me-his mother. 
I do not think he meant to be 
cruel. He was just thoughtless 
as youth often is. 

"Now that I have him back 
with me I'll never let him lea\'e 
me. And he does not want to 
go away now. He has had his 
taste of the sea. He had it long 
ago, but was too proud to come 
back to us though he wanted to. 
I don't know what might ha\'e 

(Colllillltrd 011 pagr 16) 
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THE PILOT 

DR. ~[AXSF1EI.D 

When · Winter Con'les 
8r DR. ARCHIBALD R. 1IA ' SFIELD 

Sltperilll"/ld,.111 0/ Ih,' I/lSlilllll' 

The stone and steel work of 
the annex is completed. The new 
building stands, a skin without a 
heart. It still is uninhabitable
and will remain so until the re
maining ~ 1.500,000 of the 2,-
750,000 land, building and 
equipment fund is subscribed. 

When I walk across the lobby, 
that "Aoor of the seven seas" 

and watch the seamen, eager 
and happy for a place to sleep, I 
wonder how they will feel 
when winter comes. Through 
the summer months, when we 
had no more room, they could 
laugh and walk across the street 
to the park. The night ai r was 
kind to them. 

But where will these men go 
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In the wintertime ? To low 
lodging houses operated for 
sa ilors ' dollars, to the haunts of 
the modern crimp? The Insti
tute was founded eighty-two 
years ago to save the seaman 
from these very evils. 

During the winter months 
the lobby fills up with men in 
port. Outside, a hard wind 
bites from the riverfront. The 
men, enjoying the Institute's 
snugness and warmth, are di
vided into two groups. 

There are those who have 
obtained beds. They laugh and 
chat gaily. There is music and 
often an improvised concert. 
But the others-they try to be 
carefree, but each mother's son 
of them has an eye on the clock. 
They know they must leave the 
building at closing time. 

Man can be mighty hard on 
man, but when it comes to turn
ing a fellow out into the cold on 
a winter's night, it's another 
story. Even the hardest man 
would balk at that. But health, 
building and fire regulations 
force the Institute to do that 
very thing. 

Each year 100,000 men are 

-~ 
turned from our doo rs, fro rn th 
warmth of our lobby. We ha\.: 
no beds for th em. \Ve can 

. h h I not give t em s e ter though \ 
. d I . \Ie eXist to 0 so. t IS the law. 
The annex will pe rmit Us t 

function for greate r good. I~ 
will give the Institute space fa 
1,500 beds. It will mean tha~ 
men will no longe r be turned 
away into the cold nights in 
wholesale fashion. The law will 
~e served and so will th e deserv
Il1g seaman. 

The $ 1,500,000 needed to 
complete the annex must be sub
scribed at once. To delay doing 
so will mean another winte r of 
homeless, bedless seamen, fel
lows you would like, who must 
go wandering from our safe 
haven to others less sa fe and to 
dangers that beset the sea farer 
even in this great metropolis. 

I cannot urge the friends of 
the Institute too strongly to 
come to its assistance at this 
time. Help is needed and needed 
quickly. 

Tell your friends about the 
Institute and its work. Encour
age them to take part in assuring 
its well being. 
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For Conrad's Memory 
When seamen of today read, 

Jo eph Conrad is one autho.r 
they seldom overlook. HIS 

orks are devoured omnivor
OU Iy. He knew what he was 
calking about. He knew the 
deep and its great silences where 

• IDen can spend their lives in the 
interests of international trade. 
He was a seaman himself. 

To honor this writer of sail 
and steam and their men, the 
Institute is creating a Joseph 
Conrad Memorial Library in the 

nnex. This room will occupy 
nearly an entire floor, running 
along the Front street side of the 
building from Cuyler's Alley to 
Coenties Slip_ Its walls will be 
graced by Charles R. Patter
son's painting of "The Tor
rens," Conrad's last ship. 

A fund of $ 100 ,000 IS neces-

sary to complete this memorial 
designed by Warren & Wet
more, the architects who planned 
the annex. Of that sum, $50,-
000 is needed to build and equip 
the room and the remaining 

50,000 will go toward creating 
a maintenance endowment. It is 
hoped that this fund will be 
ra ised by popular subscription. 

Si r Ashley Spa rks is chairman 
of the following honorary liter
ary committee of the Conrad 
Memorial; Elbridge L. Adams, 
Sir Harry Armstrong, H. 1. 
Brock, Frank N. Doubleday, 
Dr. John H. Finley, Ford 
Madox Ford, S. Gruszka, Sir 
E sme Howard, G. Jean-Aubrey, 
Ogden Reid, and Dr. Henry 
Van Dyke. It will act with the 
Institute's Board of Managers' 
Committee. 

Hockey 
The Princeton - Dartmouth 

tockey game will be played as a 
I en~fit for the Seamen 's Church 
nstltute on January 3, 1927. 
M This good news comes from 
th rs. David Leavitt Hough, 
C e new chairwoman of the 

entral Council of Seamen's 

Church Institute Associations. 
Through her unflagging efforts ' 
t his summer, the Madison 
Square Gar den Association 
agreed to turn the famous 
annual hockey game into a 
benefit for the boys of 25 South 
Street. 

[ 9 ] 



THE LOOKOUT THE LOOKOUT 

Where Seamen Will ~ . 

, .... 

F,.olll Ii,. A"eltifeets' Sketch 
LIBRARY 



THE LOOKOUT 

----
The Landsman's Debt 

By JOSEPH P. DAY 

Vice Chairman of thr Build ing Fund Campaigll COl1llllillee 

I deal in land. It is my busi
ness. I try to know as much 
about it as is humanly possible . 

I am deeply interested in the 
work of the Seamen's Church 
Institute. And I try to know as 
much about what I am interested 
in as I can. 

I make this preamble so that 
no one can accuse me of talking 
through my hat. My life has 
been largely one of cold facts. 
They play a great part in my 
business and my interests and I 
do not want anyone to feel that 
in what I am about to say I am 
getting away from cold fact. 

The world's most valuable 
real esta te is located in New 
York City. Why? Naturally, 
because the city is the wealthiest 
and most industrious and the 
most livable on the five con
tinents. And why is this true? 
Simply because N ew York har
bor is the biggest and the best. 

The next question, I suppose, 
is: "Wha t of the harbor?" Well, 
harbors have to do with ship
ping and where there is shipping 
there are seamen. And that 

brings us to the Seamen's Church 
Institute. 

We have a city, the SllCcess 
and prosperity of whi ch has 
come largely from international 
commerce. True, boats, ma
chines, engines, organizat ion and 
a great many other things play 
an important part in the ship
ping that makes this com merce 
possible. But what could be 
done without the able bodied 
seaman, the backbone of the 
whole scheme of things. 

On his services rests the en
tire structure of shipping_ He 
sails the boats, he mans them. 
They become part of his li fe. 

Take the boats away from the 
sailor and he shifts to land to 
adapt himself to a new li fe. But 
take the sailor away f rom t~e 
boats and they'll rot in theIr 
docks. We haven't come to the 
day when ships can be operated 
by wireless, manless. 

So there is no denying th.at 

shipping, which gave th is ci ty Its 
start, is not without its human 

's side-the seaman. The Seamen 
Church Institute recognize d that 

[ 12J 

THE LOOKOUT 
~~ 

d set out eighty-two years ago, 
aben ships were ships and ~ot 
Boating hotels or ocean-gOIng 
freight cars, to help the seaman. 

In those eight decades, the In
'tu te grew into a thirteen
~~ry building . at 25 Sout~ 
treet. And, sll1ce you can t 

keep a good man down, the In-
titute grew an annex. This an

nex had to come. The Institute 
had outgrown its old quarters. 
It was faced with the problem 
of curtailing its service or ex
panding its walls-so out the 
walls went. It was the only 

thing to do. 
But to in

crease the 
si'ze of the 
building cost 
$2,750,000 . 
Of that sum, 
$1,250,0 ° a 
has already 
been raised, 
We are con
fronted with 
the problem 
of r a i si n g 
the remain
ing $1,500,-
000. T hat 
sounds Ii k e 
a lot of 
money. But 
it ought to 

be easy. New York is not a 
city to forget the men who 
serve her. In war times and 
in peace times, she has gi ven 
liberally to the causes of her 
servants. 

N ow a class of men, the sea
men, who should be closest to 
her heart because of their affilia
tion with the shipping that 
brought wealth to her shores, 
need help. I am sure the busi
ness men of the city will not fail 
to support this cause of the men 
who make possible transoceanic 
commerce. It is something of a 
debt ,I might add. The success 
of the landsman depends to a 
great extent on the success of the 
seaman. 

The $ 2,750,000 building fund 
of the Seamen's Church Insti
tute must be completed at once. 
It is imperative. 

SOUTH SHORE PARTY 
Not only does the Institute 

treat seamen like human beings 
but it endeavors to encourage 
outsiders to take a deep interest 
in them. An organization which 
now takes a leading place in this 
work is the South Shore Associa
tion. 

On October 2, the Association 

(Colltinued 011 page 20 ) 
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~~ 
After Seventy-Seven Years 

'fhe old N~rth River St~tion 
f the Seamen s Church Institute 

West and Houston Streets, 
at 77 years engaged in active 
for - . b . t"ice to seamen, IS now e111g 

torn down. . 
It officially ended ItS career 

Ma 29, 1923, when a formal 
et"ice was held there to decon
cerate or secularize the Chapel 

of the Holy Comforter. 
This action was sanctioned by 

the Board of Directors of the 
In titute because, since shipping 
had mond north, other agencies 
er ing seamen had come into 

being in more advantageous lo
cations, and anything we might 
have done there would have been 
a duplication of effort. Dr. 
Mansfield, Superintendent of the 
In titute, felt our energies could 
be better expended by concen
trating our activities at 25 South 
treet. 

The second annual report of 
the Board of Managers of the 
In !itute for the yea r 1845 ex
plains that the original North 
a' b l\Ier Chapel was made possible 
kYa gift of $1,000 from an un-

nOWn friend, and further com
Illents: "The Board cannot but 
Pay a passing tribute of respect-

ful gratitude to one whose gen
erosity was as great and well 
timed as it was distinguished by 
Christian modesty." A debt 
hung over the chapel upon its 
completion, however, and conse
cration was postponed until 
1848 because the Board felt that 
a place of worship "should not 
be exposed to the uncongenial 
visit of the creditor." 

The building now being razed 
was financed by a bequest of the 
late 'William H. Vanderbilt. It 
was commenced in 1883 and the 
chapel consecrated in 1888. It 
is the last of the Seamen's 
Church Institute stations to go, 
having survived the East River 
Station, the one in Brooklyn, an
other on Market Street, and still 
another in Coenties Slip. Path
etic it is in a way and still there 
is some consolation in the fact 
that it outlived its neighbor, the 
corner saloon. 

Reminders of the North 
River Station will be kept in the 
new Annex now under construc
tion. The beautiful chancel win
dows will find a place in the new 
chapel. Perhaps the most pic
tu resque of the relics is the old 
bell in the tower, which was 
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found years ago on a wrecked 
ship off Long Island, solemnly 
tolling all by itself for those who 
had perished. The day marking 
the beginning of the demolishing 
of the chapel found the old bell 
alone with its wreck again, but 
mute this time, silenced for over 
three yea rs when it last called 
its fellow sea-farers to worship. 
N ow it is to be pensioned off and 
will hang amidst other old tro
phies that have helped make the 
history of the Seamen's Church 
Institute. 

NO FAVORITES 
Mike had been a big, husky 

fellow. When in port he always 
made his home at the Institute. 
His face was never missed in 
chapel when he was ashore. At 
concerts, he was a leading spirit. 
Everybody knew him. 

Larry was a little fellow, well 
on in years. He used to stop at 
the Institute, but he was one of 
those people who never attracted 
attention. Nobody seemed to 
know him. 

One cold rainy day toward the 
end of last month these two men 
presented themselves at the so
cial service office. 

Of course, nobody recognized 
Larry. And no one could place 

Mike. He seemed to be the 
shrunken ghost of SO l11 ebod 
they remembered seeing. Y 

"I've been awfully sick " 
Mike said. He coughed. A 
worker bundled him off to the 
clothing bureau for warmer 
things. 

Then Larry, whom nobody 
knew, spoke up. 

"I'm soaked and chill ed," he 
said. "Can you give a fellow 
the loan of a coat?" 

It was noticed that he was 
wearing the lightest summer 
clothing. And despite the fact 
that Larry was not kn own to 
them, he was whisked up to the 
clothing bureau with the same 
alacrity shown to Mike. 

( Continued from pag e 6) 

happened if the Institute ha d not 
helped us. 

"My son read hi s na~le 
among the missing men on a lIst 
sent out by your office. H e was 
in Havre. He said he was over· 
joyed and wrote immediately. 
His only fears were th at. ~ad 
news might have been awaiting 

him. r 
"Again let me thank you .. 

am the most grateful woman I~ 
the world. I shall never f orge 
the Institute." 

[ 16J 
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The First Red Letter Day 
furious friends of the Insti-

te ha\'e responded to our re-
til 'd cent appeal that they set aSI. e 
Red Letter Days when, by gl';'
. s260.27 to meet one day s 109 -

penses, . the y c~mmemorate 
me signIficant annIversary and 

~ the same time befriend thou
aands of worthy sailormen who 
daily frequent the Institute. 

They are self-respecting sea
men who pay a nominal price for 
the material comforts they re
ceive, but we require $260.27 
daily for administration and for 
emergency relief and other hu
mane sen'ices for which we can
not charge. 

The first Red Letter Day was 
aturday, October 2nd. Lodg

ings were booked to capacity
a total of 836-and approxi
mately several hundred more 
ailors made use of the building 

for meals, shower baths, games, 
reading, writing, or just whiling 
away the time with shipmates. 

The Social Service Depart
ment ministered to 175 special 

needs such as legal advice, 
books, naturalization, compensa
tion insurance, clothing, lost bag
gage, salvage awards, hospital 
care, temporary relief for men 
just discharged from hospitals, 
etc. 

In addition, 10 men were 
treated in the Dispensary; 25 
were put in touch with jobs; 564 
pieces of baggage were checked 
and protected; 26 deposits ag
gregating $2,150.75 were made 
in the Institute "Bank"; 646 
sales were made at the Soda 
Fountain; 872 meals were 
served; and 406 letters were 
given out-in many cases repre
senting the only ties connecting 
the recipients with anyone in the 
world. 

W auld you not like to feel 
responsible for a similar day of 
service and friendliness to over 
1,000 lonely seamen-likable 
fellows who are ready to give 
their lives in an emergency at 
sea , but who need a helping hand 
ashore? 

JIM'S CASE 
J im H- smashed his arm rine Hospital where the Insti

~n board ship, developed a bad tute's clinician sent him after an 
eVer and wound up in the Ma- (Continu ed an page 20 ) 
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PETE GOES ASHORE 
"I've got a job ashore but I 

haven't any decent clothes," Pete 
8-- announced one day in 
July in the Social Service D e
partment. 

They knew Pete. He was a 
good one. Help had been given 
to him before and each time he 
met all of his obligations. 

Now Pete was turning lands
man. He had tired of sea life 
as some seamen, ambitious to get 
on in life, do. 

But he was not equipped to 
make the change. He was broke 
as many seamen are , and his 
clothes were those of a toiler of 
the sea. 

"It's a swell job," Pete went 
on, hopefully. "I'm to be a 
waiter in a snappy restaurant up 
town. I thought if I knew any
body with enough to stake me, 
I'd . . ." 

Pete was told that the Insti
tute would "stake" him. His 
record there as an active sea
man was in order. 

Two months slipped by. Then 
~ete reappeared. Noone recog
mud the sartorially splendid 
figure. 

Pete repaid his loan. He was 
mighty grateful. If he had not 
been helped at that time, he said 
he could not have taken the job 

~ 

and felt that he wo ul d hay b 
come a failure. e e. 

(C OlllillllPd fr oll/ pa{J 1' +) 

c. iation still had a surplus 
Its $ 1,000 pledge. 

OYer 

Last June when associ at' . . . . ' IOn 
activItIes went for a vacat ' e IOn 
the Brooklyn A ssoci ati on lacked 
~ 140 of its 1,000 pl edge. E arly 
III th~ summer, memb ers, fr iend 
and Interested famili es decided 
that the deficit must go . And by 
September 16 the last ch eck 
necessary to send them "ove r the 
top" came in. 

The Norwalk A ssociation pro
duced the third pledge . I t came 
from the Jate Charles O. L yon, 
former resident of )Jorwalk, 
who created the m em orial in 
honor of his father , " illi am L. 
Lyon, once a daring an d sucess
ful sea captain. 

The Elizabeth Associ ation 
spent summer days in turning out 
knitted articles and com fort kits. 
The Staten Island Association 
took convalescent seamen from 
the Marine Hospital on autom o, 
bile trips into the count ry. . 

It was a glorious summ er In 
which the association members 
had their fun but did not forget 
the less fortunate sea fa rers to 
whom the Institute mea ns SO 

much. 
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Aid the Seaman 
By C APTAI N G EO RGE FRI ED 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Capt. Fried is the commander of th e United States liner 

prfsiJ,.nl Roosevelt ~ho .resCrted ~h e crew of th e British fr eighter Antinoe last winter 
Jlfor' II found ered III mld·A tlantlc a/tel' bClllg stn cken III a heavy gale.) 

'Some of the events at sea 
during the past winter have 
eJ11phasized the perils and ha rd
hips endured by seamen who 

are shipwrecked or risk their 
Ii es to rescue thei r brethren. 
But not all the perils and hard
hips of the seamen's life and 

work are limited to their service 
at sea. Littl'e of their life and 
problems in port is known, yet it 
i to this side of the seaman's 
life that the general public can 
contribute most in helpfulness, 
c0":t~o.rt, and safety. The living 
faCIlItIes provided ashore are 
woefully inadequate for the 
thousands of seamen who come 
daily into the Port of New 
York. 

"A '2 t 5 South Street' is the 
eamen's Church Institute of 
ew York, which, under most 

e
l 
cellent direction, is providing 

~ne:h .lodgings, good food with
a' elr means, wholesome recre
a~l~nfi leg~l, medical, surgical, 
Oth nanclal advice, and many 
l'h er facilities to these men. 

Ough the largest institution 

for seamen in the world, so 
crowded is the present building 
that weekly hundreds have to be 
refused accommodations. T o 
meet this urgent need the institu
tion is building a thirteen story 
Annex providing for 1,500 men 
per night and facilities for many 
thousands per day. 

"I want to wish them every 
success in this effort-an ac
complishment that should be 
sponsored by all Americans inter
ested in seafar
ers - in creat
ing here in our 
grea t port the 
greatest insti
tution for sea
men in the 
world. " 
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examination. He was broke 
when he went into the hospital 
and he was just as broke when 
he came out. 

Doctors advised Jim not to 
\York or use his arm for another 
fortnight. And that placed Jim 
in deepest quandary. 

"What'll I do?" Jim inquired 
at the social service department. 

)J ow it was known that Jim 
was honest at heart. He would 
have money presently under the 
workman's compensation act. 
But he had been desperate once 
before and for that wild moment 
in his life he had served a term 
In prIson. 

If Jim did not have money, he 
would again be confronted with 
a desperate situation. Who 
could say what he might do? 

"We'll help you, Jim," a 
social selTice worker told him. 

And a loan was effected 
whereby Jim could survive his 
period of recuperation. He 
stayed at the Institute and ate 
there and proved to be one of 
the most appreciative men under 
the sun. 

Out of his first month's wages 
he paid back his loan. That was 
long before he was expected to 
do so since the loan was to come 
Ollt of his compensation. 

----" 
SOUTH SHORE PARTy 

( ContiTlued /1'0711 pag e 13 ) 

ga\'e its annual week-end Party. 
Twenty boys from the appren. 
tices' room were the guests of th 
association members. The part~ 
was arranged under the super. 
vision of Mrs. H. Schuyler Carn. 
mann, director of the associa. 
tion, who was assisted by :\1rs. 
E. A. Raff of ;\ew York and 
Babylon, L. 1., 1\1 rs. Alfred 
\Vagstaff, of Babylon, and ;\Irs. 
George Downing Sparks of 
Babylon. 

The boys were escorted to 
Jamaica by Irs. Edith Baxter. 
host ss of the apprentices' 1'00111. 

They were met by automobiles 
and taken to a tea dansant ill 
Merrick. In the evening they 
were the guests at a supper 
dance. Then they were put up 
by the ssociation members, twO 
boys to a member's house. 

On Sunday afternoon , open 

air selTices were held in Baby· 
Ion. The Rev. Edward J. Bur· 
lingham presided. Tea followed. 

The week-end's festivities 

were concluded by a picnic sup' 

per. Later the boys returned to 

the Institute. 
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Officers and Managers of the Society 
Cbo en at the Annual Meeting, January 28, 1926. 
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J FlEDUle l UIS .................... 1911 
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T/i,' S,',I//I"'I',- elllll'di fIlJt;

t/ltt! sn'lIlS tf) /i,l"",· I1lIH/i ill com
mOil Hoith j'roitit'llt Coolidge 01/ 

his tlltillldl' Jon:ard tit£' other 
{eJlo':i: who im't su '~i:ell off, Oil 
the .;:tllI" o{ its social sf'rvict? dl'

par/lllt'lIl i.\ p()sted tIll' {ol/o'wing 
t',Ycel'pt {r/JI/I Oil" oI tILt' Prt'si
,1t'nt's SPI'I.'Cltt's: 

"The bl's t servin' te, Cflll do is 

/f) lufp ill mclt 11lmlTlL'l' that s.:If 

respect alld abilil}' to help them
st'i't'es shall 1101 bi' ;lIjurt'd bll/ 

tlugmt'lIted. 

".\ obody gt'fs up again '{.t-1lh
UII/ hOliest f'ffort 0/ his 0' ... :11, 

.. Tilt' bl'sl help is thai which 

i"dueL's t"t't'ryhody to hdp them
s t·!'t't' s." 
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